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DINING AND OREMATING. 


Wr Iunchod with Mz, Inouyé, tho Forcign 
Ministor, at his protiy country house on tho 
outskirts of Tokio. Mz. Ito was prosent, 
togethor with soveral Iinglish gontlomon who 
havo been closoly agssociatod with the Govorn- 
mont of Japan in furthering its dosiro of 
dvawiug nearer to Wostorn civilization, The 
Foroign Office, whoro My. Inouyd officially 
rosidos, is funishod throughout in Huropoan 
style. At his country houso tho Forcign 
Ministor prosorvos the two styles, thoro boing 
® suite of rocoption and dining rooms furnishod 
in European style, and ono wing of the house 
inJapanesomannor, Thoro is no doubt which 
VOL. Ih 20 
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is tho prottior.. Nothing ‘could: ba. daintior ox 
dn bottor tasto than, tho ‘Tapanoso onav. ‘ho 
colouring is. oxqnisito ; tho various wouds, 
simply polishod and showing lio grain, avo 
a plorsure to look wpon.: Tho hove stands 
high, with trees and fields facing it, and in 
Armor worthor must. bd tho posloction of 
a-summor, résidonco, ° se 

What can be dono «in tho way of teria 
ing Emopean notions of furniture upon tho 
J apanesa stylo of hougo architooturo, ia soon 
in’a protby little bungalow which My, Crovillo, 
of tho British Minbassy, has built for Ivimsolf 
a Tokio, To took what was. originally a: 
Japrnaso houso, mado a fow altorations whilo 
strictly prosorving its alylo, and thon bogen to 
furnish and. adorn it with prizos dyawh in tho 
ourio lottery, . Mi. ‘roneh pathotioally com 
plains that whon paying » visit ho is always, 
afraid to movo about, boing prono cithor to 
knock his hoad against.tho doiling, ot bo knioek 
over soiuothing -on. tables: or floor,’ ‘But tho 
chargé Mafiaires ia v-vory tall nnn, wid oven he 
is not so dangorous as ho roprosontis hinwolf. 

Téta youy dilteulé row to obtain roally, old 
lacquor or old titings of any knid- in Japan 
Madamo Tnouyé is happy in many pricoloss 
possossions. Sho has ‘not’ only “knowledge 
and spocial opportunitios of oxoreising it, but 
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‘has.beon “gitielly. ab swork for: some years. 
‘Hivery foroigner who goes.to Japai- is on the 
Jook-oub. for. old nequer. and curios which 
‘anitiedlate the .Buropean. domand. for them; 
“Whatevar of the real thing comes up is ongorly: 
‘snatched ai, But Japanese | -modern. ari ia’ 
oqual | +6. ihe. omergorioy; “and: minlces ‘many. 
things. that’ aro bomubifal if: not old.: I met 
in a,,remoto, country. district: an -ontorprising 
 Semiti from London. .vho , had spent. two, 
-monthis\in Ji apau and had. bought up hough 
odds, and. ends .to freight a ‘brig. “He. would 
bay: old. {imps if he could got thom.. Tf hot, 
“now ones would do; but he must have: them 
ae like ‘the, old. ones. as’ possible, and. would 
{hen “bolo them ‘by the dozen and the score. 
his isa. dlenting-ont process from “a. strictly 
dnading. point of view, which I believe is not 
tncommon, and. which must -at 1io, distant 
date empty J apan. of whatever. mnlcon her dear 
to tho: -ourtosity hunter,, 

oOno- othor- little difficulty. tho orbiation 
moota with in Japan. surrownts the quostion, of 
money, Tapancse ourronoy is chiefly in papor 
‘money, in oonveniont doriominations-down to 
ton yen, which should be of tho value of five- 
pones. ‘But for a long period torminating with 
last ‘year, the paper currency was giiovously 
depreciated, , What:was nominally worth four 
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shillings, could with djiMouliy bo oxchanged 
for throo, and ib ronched lovola Jowor than 
that. Tho Govornmont, and above all thoir 
how polisy, was upon trial, ‘hoy might broak 
down any day, and who could say thet thoir 
successors would, oven if they could, moot 
tho promise to pay which tho notos boro? 
Gradually confidenco in tho Government wl 
in tho faturo of Japan has grown, and with ib 
papor money has vory noarly touchod par, Ab 
tho prosont momont a paper you is worth only 
fivoponco loss than tho silver dollar, whigl is 
a rocuporation as romarkable aul oven more 
vapid than that of groonbacks or ttadian nobos. 

This suro sign of tho growing prosporily 
and stability of the now ompiro is nob viowodl 
wilh vory groat approval by all who live within 
its borders, 1b is said, and with wiquostion- 
able tuth, that ib tas sonb up tho prices of 
ovorything aud mado living approciably doaror. 
Onco a yon always wt yon, is w golden milo 
among tho shopkeopors and tradospoople af 
Japan, What thoy charged w yon for when 
tho noto was worth only threo shillings, hey 
still chargo a yon for now tho Jiltle bib of 
papor is worth threo and sovonponeo, and 
sooms bont on reaching par, 

hat, however, is nob tho griovanco of the 
foreign visitor, Tle would cortainly bear to 
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have curroncy worth twonly-five per cent, less 
than ils nominal valuo, siuce that would mean ' 
thet for his Tinglish sovercign he would get 
Lwonty-fivo shillings. But ho thinks ho hag a 
reasonable right Lo domand that ho shall know 
a you note when ho soos it, and shall not con- 
found a fifly-yen note with one valued at 
twonty. Jormorly yon notos wero recognizable 
ab sight, having tho figure “ono” printed on 
thom in numorals. Now there are yen notes 
of various colours, sizes, and designs, with no 
figuro of denomination printed on them. The 
fifties aro tho samo size as the twenties, and 
aro oxactly the same patiom save for oabalistic 
signs in the corners—of couse plain enough 
to tho Japanoso, but worse than Greek to the 
forcignor, It is truo that if you know where 
to look for it, and havo a microscope handy, 
you can discovor tho figure “twonby” printed 
on tho tonponny noto, and “fifty” on tho two- 
shilling ono, But thoso aro not conditions 
always roulizablo, ospocially at night, 

L hoard of a vecont visitor to Japan who had 
only » month to soo tho country in, Like 
John Gilpin, “tho’ on ploasure bont he had 
a frugal mind,” and a dear friend estimatod 
that he spent one weok of the four in-study- 
ing his notos before ho mado payments, and 
wont away saddened by tho conviction that ho 
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had throo timos paid away fifty-you nobos for 
twonby. ‘This is nob likely to ho stricily trae, 
but it indicatos a mabbor of considerable onbar 
rassinont bo visilors to Japan, wid might be 
commondod to tho abtontion of tho Govern 
mont among thoir othor roformu, 

ho oxplanation of this showor of diyorag 
dosigns in coppor plato ix tho oxtublishimont of 
national banks, of which thore mo no lors 
than £62, cach authovized to issue its own 
nolos. ‘Tho nocossity for divorsity of dosigns 
is obvious ; bub thore is Who more ronson why 
tho donomination should bo made oleu, Tho 
silvor yon, a strihingly handsome coin, ix tow 
ab par with bho Moxican dollar, It is, indoad, 
proferrod by traulespeople aud Danks, since 
Chinoso industry has found a now and wide 
fiold in dealing with the Moxican coli. By 
tho oxorciso of doxtority and industry tho 
artisan romoves the {noo from one side of the 
coin, culs oub tho silvor, fills up tho caviby 
with Dasor motul, aud voxels the face in a way 
that makes it diffieuth for any bub taiiad ayo 
to deteot tho raul So widely lias this 
peactioa oblainad, that whan poyiment is mada 
in Moxioun dollavs the recipiont rings overy 
coin. Th is of no cousequence whou bho brass 
notion does nob oxesod three or four dollars, 
bub whon ib comos bo thirby, forty, or over, it 
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is rather a bore Lo have to stand by and watch 
cach coin tested. This is nocessary, sinco the 
industry branches out in another diroction, 
and tho guileloss-looking Chineso, who is 
judicially testing your money, may have 
vonly ab hand a fow of thoso manipulated 
coins roady for opportunitics, Thoso somo- 
how got mixod up wilh yours, and ho, with a 
pilying smilo for your earlior misforlune, 
will invito you to replace them with sterling 
silver, 

Botwoon lunchoon and dinner was a con~ 
voniont time for witnessing a cromation, In 
Tokio, the principal placo of cremation is 
situatod ab Shon-jo, a suburb roachod through 
long linos of busy stroots. It was féto day in 
tho neighbourhood, and we approached it 
through 2 donso crowd of holiday makers, The 
shops wore brightly lit. Jinvikshas abounded, 
most of thon holding two, and one at least 
four, porsons, Lwo boing babies. On these 
oceasious the Japan infant obtains a chango 
of viow and position, Tor tho most part it 
poors out upon tho world round tho side of its 
mothor’s or sistox’s hoad. But it boing physi- 
cally impossiblo for a woman to sit in o jin~ 
riksha with tho ovorlasting baby at hor back, 
it is, on this occasion only, slewod round to 
the front. : 


* 
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Many of the toa-housos in this quarter 
wore brilliantly iMruninvtod with seoros of 
lanterns. Ono, which ovr guido said was “a 
gooso-houso,” had ovor a hundrol, a tall polo 
running up from before it hanging oub a sore, 
Tt appoara that tho Japanose is rapidly do- 
voloping carnivorous tastos. As tho homo 
culinary dopartmont is nob yot oqnal to covk- 
ing joints, tho luxurious Japancse of tho lowar 
middlo class goes out to a beofhouso, or a 
goose-and-diok housa, and feeds on tho wn 
familiar viand. | 

After an houv’s drivo through a. lano of 
busy lifo wo camo to tho silent house whoro 
tho dond awaitod tho last sorvico of tho living, 
Tt stands a little apart from tho main road, 
a building of a singlo story, with an innocent. 
looking tell chimney, that might bo connoeted 
with a pottory or a small iron-fonndry, ‘hoe 
business is always conduotod privatoly, aud 
thoro are flowin Tokio, except those who aro 
professionally ongagod, who lave witnessudd 
tho process. But arangomonts nuulo by the 
omnipotont Vorcign Minister oponod tho 
doors, and secured a rvospootiil woleume, ‘Wo 
woro first rocoived in tho house of the manger, 
whore ton was sorved in pricoloss porrolvin 
oups of Kutani ware. Tho funaco, if so im- 
posing a namo may be usod for. a process so 
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‘simple, stood a fow pacos from the house, On 
ontoring ik there was nothing to be scen but 
whab appoarod to bo two buttor-inbs resting 
upon a fow faggots of wood. Thore were 
sovoral ouvitios about two inchos deop and a 
foob long in tho stone floor, and those wero 
fillod with shavings, According to municipal 
law, no burning is to bo dono before half-past 
six in tho ovouing, Tt still ;wantod ton minutes 
to that timo, but in tho circumstancos the’ 
manager thought he would bo safo in antici- 
pating tho hour, and tho shavings wore fired. ... 
Ono of the ‘mon, knooling before. the 
growing flamo, fannod ib with s pioce of wood. 
Tt ounght tho dry faggots, groodily licked -the 
aidos of tho tubs, roso high in tho air, and 
thon, with a horriblo thud, the hoad of. the 
barrol burst outwards. Quick as thought, the 
man scized & large pieco of wood, lying by in 
readinoss, and hid from sight whatovor may 
havo protruded, Us-ia tho boast of the skilfal 
eromator that andor his supervision the con- 
tonts of: the Darrel aro never exposed to view. 
A hoay matting of wot straw is laid ovor the 
longth of tho barrel boforo tho fire is ignited. 
As tho ‘barrel is burned away this falls in.and 
covers the body, Tn threo hows tho work 
is: dono, livery -particle of flesh is bummed 
away, and there remains only the skeleton. 
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Tho bonos and tho tooth tho rolativos colloat 
and give thom sepulturo. 

hore are threo classos of cromuation nb 
this ogtublishment, In tho firat clasa gach 
body is burnod separately, & charge boiig 
mado of soyon yon, oquel to tivonty-cight 
shillings in our monoy, In tho socond class 
tho charge is only ton shillings, tho difference 
being thab two ox more, according to the 
brisknoss of trado, aro burmod ab tho sane 
time, Tho third class pay six and sixponea, 
the semblance of a coffin provided by. tho 
tub being disponsod with. Ub will bo seen 
that, ws compared with tho mosh moidoratie 
seule of ordinary burial chargos, cromabion is 
choap. As far-as f could gathoy, it ix this 
which rocommonds it to tho class of Japanose, 
genorally the loast woelthy, who avail thou. 
solves of tho rosourcos ni tho ostablishinent ab 
Shon-jo and kindyod institubions, 

We dinod in tho ovoning with Mr, Twin, 
tho Amorican gontloman to whose onorgy 
Japan is, ag alroady nobed, indebted Lor a now 
and well-oquippod lino of oonnting sloamors. 
My, Trwin has a dapanoso wing to his rosi- 
dence, and tho Japanose portion of the vatiub- 
lishmont is infinitely tho prottior, Tt was 
a feiry-liko scono as wo took on places. on 
cushions on tho mattod floor of the dinings 
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room, Ib was to bo in ovory rexpoct a Tapaneso 
dinnor; consoquontly thero wero (nt the out+ 
Hob vt lonst)u0 chairs, nruch loss tablos, Adttor 
w while hospitality overcuno tho rigour of 
obiquottie, and ab a crisis whon ny unecens- 
tomed knoos wore baginuing to crack, & small 
stool was quiotly brought iny on which I wag 
nblo to sit withont disturbing the harmony of 
the picture, That was offectively dono by 
Mr. Donnixon, an Amorican goniloman in the 
confidonco of the Porcign Office. Though hoe 
has livod many yoars in Japan, ho has novor 
boon ablo to tako kindly to tho national 
posture, and now nothing Joss then a big 
cane chair auited the oxigencios of ‘lis. burly 
frumo, S pad ee 
Ontsido, tho gardon was fostoonod with 
Chinese luntorns which softly iWhwuined its 
dark vecostos, A) panol drawn asido at tho 
foot of tho room openod upon the veranda, 
which sorved aciwizably for a stage, on which 
throo shiul childvon porformod, during tho 
tnenl, tw toudling drama, EHiddon from view 
was a musician who played upon a samison, 
a throo-stringod: instrument, as old as the 
dixtoonth conbury, thommarod upon banjo-wise 
with the fingors.. Vrom timo to timo tho 
musician, a wommn, broke forth into a mono-- 
tonous chant desoriptive of the scene going 
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forward on tho stage, and analytie of the 
motives of tho charnelors; just as on the real 
stage Lho Jéruri singors assinl bho pluyora. 

Tor the solo actor in this drunnbio company 
(two mombors woro givly) this advontitions aid 
was quite superfluous. Tho youth waa in his 
sixth yoar, tho son of a small shophooper, who 
addod somothing to his ineome by hiring out 
his childron for those porformancos ti privalo 
housos. T gathored tho gonoral plun of the 
play to bo that ho was a fnithfil rotainor, 
whoso young mastor (his sisbor, aged nine) was 
in lovo wilh a young lady, a ohuractor taken 
by a sprightly young thing of soven, who was, 
for fainily reasons, not an oligiblo party. Tho 
duly of young Roseius way to adyviso and, if 
possiblo, rostrain his mastor from dudulgence 
in this unhappy passion. ‘l'ho way ho frowned 
and strutted, shook his gory lockx, wil waved 
his agod but still virilo hand; tho way ho 
rolapsod for w moment into abtibndes of pro. 
found and saddonod thought while the darurt 
singor toll whal was passing within his por 
turbod broast; tho way whon, nngorod pasl 
oucduranco, ho throntened bo draw an imaginary 
sword; his haughtinoss, his alfeetion for lis 
mastor, his unbonding hoxtilily to the fair 
ono, and, above all, tho offorta ho mundo whon 
declaiming wtongso passages Lo produce Dass 
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notes oub of his piping troblo, woro things 
worth a jouroy bo Japan lo $60 and hoar. 

All wore good, tho maidon with hor probly 
faco and quaint womanly manor, tho love-lorn 
lord, pationt to Uho last, mdor tho tyrauny of 
his uculont rotainor, Bub tho small boy was 
simply sublimo, and should be heard of jexo- 
albor on a wider siugo. . 

Whon wo look our soats around tho fostivo 
board, tho fixat courso was alrondy sorved. 
Boloro oach guost was placed a litle lacquored 
tray, raisad threo or Sow inches from tho 
growl, On ib was a covered poreolain bowl, 
containing a sinall quantity of boiled rico. 
A. socom covered bowl of laequor hold some 
cloat fish soup, which T mado bold to cal, and 
found uncommonly good, As thore was only 
chop-sbicks to oab tho vice, [ said t ravoly abo 
rico wl this timo of day, and passed ib by. 
Nor did | oare about tho contents of the third 
bowl, which contained somo mystorious-look- 
ing vogotublos, Whilst wo wore discussing or 
rogirding bhowo doticncios, thore ontored a 
bovy of prolty sorving-gitls bearing Incquorod 
oups for oaeh gnosh and alittle blue jar con- 
taining saké. [b was slightly mulled, tho 
small jars haing replonished from a silvor 
kattlo, 

Knoh guest has his appointed handmaid. 
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Mino was oxooodingly protty, a groab addition 
to tho pichuro as slo gracofully knoll ab the 
othor sido of tho trey, wateliful for oppor 
tunity to do sorvieo. As thoro was nothing 
particular to do, sho fillod up the time by 
siailing on mo in tho friondliosh miumar, | 
smilod back, and wo go on vory well together 
without erliculabo spooch, 

Prosontly tho little handniaiden roso, loft 
tho room, and with tho obhors robumed enrry. 
ing a covorod vossol of puro whils wood. 'Phis 
was [ull of rico, wilh which sha rotilled the 
ompty rico bowls, whilst anothor imaiden, 
nomly as probly, romovod the bowls of ola 
soup, a third roplacing thom with Treqnor 
bowls containing sbowod wild diteks, muy fish, 
whilo cakos of boan paste, aud a little bowl of 
pickles, which may havo boon savonry bo blo 
testo bub wore cortainly unplonsant to tho 
nose. After a whilo-—just rs young Rogol 
on tho siago had dissovorod hig minster nuhking 
signs ovor & supposititious garden wall fa his 
laly-lovo, and mundor seomod inuninond my 
little hendinaid brought up another bowl 
containing w frosh kind of soup, Whilst | 
cautiously tasted this sho wont oub agnin nnd 
brought in somo fried fish on w plate, with a 
libtle gingor and piollod vogotables in a poreo- 
Jain bowl. Tho fish, 1 ayovrtainod, was tui, 
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a kind of plaisa, and ib is tho correct thing 
bo onl ib with gingor, Sixthly, sho brought 
another plato of fish stowed in soy, wilh a 
plato of lily bulbs and anothor of chostnidts. 

Glaxo on hor heels came a gil bowing 
tho wins kothlo, this timo quite hot. Unving 
had suficiont sake in the cooler slate, T 
doolinod a fixthor supply, whorowpon another 
kobble was brought. T said T would (ako some 
of thal, nol knowing ils contonts, bub carnost 
in search of knowledge. 1b turned out to bo 
plain hob water. It sooms to bo an acvoptod. 
doetring among tho Japanese gowsnands that 
ab thin atage of tho feast “ somothing hot” 
must be taken. Tox those who like ib thore is 
ake, ‘hose who do not caro Sor saké gurglo 
down hob wator. {didnot cave for my supply 
now | had iby bit tho indofutigablo handmaid 
placed on my tray, as obliors had servod to 
thom, © cup of hob wator, with loaves of an 
avonmttic plant flosting on it, doing Ghoir host 
io aounboraet tho influence of tho picklod 
vowotiblos, 

Nove theo wag a pause, Cigarotlos wore 
sorvod round, and somo of tho guosls who hed 
aqunblod on the floor through the dimor took 
tho opportanity of sieotching their limbs by 
airolling about tho room and neighbouring 
apartments, Though what has gouo before is 
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quickly told, i look a considerablo Line in the 
nocomplishmont. ‘ho play had heen got 
forward simultancously, and the fatblful v- 
daibor had now loarnod beyond doubt tho 
infatuation of his master, and his brow had 
grown. in blacknoss, JLo lad killod nobody as 
yot, bub his hand froquontly soughb bis sword 
hilt, and slaughtor was fmminont.  L though 
wo had fnishod dinnor, bub there romained yat 
anothor courso, All tho dishos Jad boon 
removed, and now camo a Way bountifully sup. 
plied with plates of boan jelly, rico oako, and 
other toothsomo things. ‘horo wore also 
grapos, of which Japan grows somo oxoollout 
variotios, and hopos shortly to do butter, 
Thoro was also a Loothpick, bub f did not fool 
as if I wantod ono. 

This course disposod of, tho host roso sud 
condueted us to another room, whore tea is 
usually served. al thovo had bean a fow thick 
slices of broad and bublor with the toa £ woul, 
gladly havo gono forth in sonreh of ih Aa 
it was, tho prospoot of a thimblofal of palo 
yollow fluid sorvod round with similos and 
bows wag a libllo doprossing, Bub our hont 
know tho woakuoss of the Muropom. Wo 
had, whon offered our choivo, rocklossly votorl 
in Sevour of a Japanoso dimorz, aud wo had 
had it, ox, to bo more oxnct, had had somo of 
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it, Still an inch of fish, porilously convoyod 
to tho month with chopsticks, a mouthful of 
soup, and a sniff of groous kopt too long in 
sili wales, avo not filling. Wo wore thoroforo 
nifoignodly glad to dissovor, in placo of tho 
ton-beay, & bablo bountifully sot forth with a 
good British dinnor. 

LT nolicad that tho Japanoso who had so 
long sab ab monk in tho othor room took vory 
kindly to tho Huropoan food, a preforenco 
which 1 fey is growing. I onco askod the 
disguised princo who cuno across wilh us iv 
thio Gapéie which style of food ho proforrod, 
tho Hnropean or tho dapancso. 

“Tho Japanoso,” ho promptly answored. 

But thon ho had not for sevon yoars had 
tm opporliuily of tasting it, 


Vola Uh a1 
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CHAPTER TT. 
A PARSONAL EPISODE IN ITATORY. 


Swrm¢ ono day in tho Huropoan drawing. | 
yoom of Mx, Inouyé’s cownting-houso (whivh, 
after all, has its convenioncos in tho nuvbibor of 
chairs), the Poroign Minister told imo tho slory 
of hig lifo, which is also, iu a grou monn, 
tho story of the life of tho now Mimpiro of Japan. 
In 1864 Japan was in thoso throos which 
suroly prosagod a now birth of ono kind or 
other, most probably of rovolution wid rapino, 
At Tokio the Tycoon reignod, put sonooly 
govorned; at Kioto tho Mikado reignarl, but 
in no sonse governal ‘ho ancient and 
curiously solomn faroo of dual ainjoaty still 
provailod. ho Mikado’s porson aml mibhe- 
rity wore saorod-—too saered for oontnes with 
mundane affairs, Ho livod in his pala 
aumrounded by all tho abtributos of iporint 
majesty. THis name was rovorod teowshont 
all ‘tho provinces, In thoory his power wes 
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unlimited. Io could do almost anything bub 
dixcot tho dostinios of the nation of which ho 
was tho Gittla hoad. To could croate a now 
doity, who would prosontly havo lis shrinos, 
his priesthood, and his throng of worshippors. 
Bué he could not movo av rogimont of soldiors. 

Tho “ycoons, who had commenced to ho 
Jvomnvells, whilst not dostvoying tho king- 
ship, had long usurpod imporial stato, and, 
in vocont relations of forvign Powors, had 
uaod the title of majesty, So dark wore tho 
internal affairs of Tupan to the foreigner that. 
tho shadowy. omperor intornod at Kioto was 
possibly, eftor somo vaguo offorts to compro- 
hand his position, absolutely ignored, and 
foroign troatios wore contractod with ‘his 
Majosty the ‘Lycoon.” Tt was tho oxistonce of 
‘those trowtion, and tho prospoot of furthor and. 
-oloser intoreourse with tho seornod and hited 
foroigner, that secowuted for tho hot blood 
now Koothing in dapan, and throatoniug. to 
find outlob somowhoro, against the foreigner 
if possible, if not against tho usmrpor who had 

80 fav forgotton his duly to tho ompire as to 
traffic with foreignors. . 

In. (864: a.tronty had boon mado with the 
United States, very uarrow in its seopa, but 
ilimiteble in its. cousoquences, It had been 
signed ab tho ineiauco or on tho insistence 
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of Commodore Porry, and bound the J iupUnOne 
Govornmont to afford suocour aid protadiion 
to soamon and -vossoly of tho United Stauber. 
T€ tho Jnpancso Govornmont failed therein, 
or could, in any plausible mannor, ho held. te 
havo failod, Commodore Perry or Kom ond 
like him, at tho hond of a fleot of ironeluds, 
would appear off Nagasaki, bombard the town, 
and porhaps land troops, ‘Cho ‘Tywoon, in 
entoring into a plodgo with a forsign Pawar, 
had givon that Powor tho right to ouloreo its 
fulfilmont. 

In 1868 Groat Britain had wrung another 
troaty out of the Tyoooi—ono mutch wider in 
its scopo than. that concodol to tho United 
States. Tho forvignor had alvandy ghtninad 
a foothold on tho savored shores of tho empire, 
Ho lived at Yokohama, buili houses, oarriol 
on trade, and if any two-sworded man wore, 
in an oxcoss of patriotism, to ehap olf his 
hoad, instond of boing protoctod al alvanead 
in favour, ho wes tried for murda Tha 
foroignors woro asking for more.opun ports, 
Frosh iveatiog wore talked of, ancl nebldng int 
the provious condact of the 'yooon justified 
tho hopo that they would not bo grantad, 

The old noblos of Japan ‘sew this degrada. 
tion and throatonod destruction of their country 
with toubled broasis und growing angyr. 
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Thoy woro tho roal nuors of Japan, though 
for convenionco’ sako, and with tho object 
of prevouting one or other of thoir fellows 
from usurping tho emptied throno, thoy wore 
content to do homage to tho "Tycoon, But 
when ho thus provod frithloss to all traditions 
of tho country, somo of thom resolved to 
aasorb the porsonsl indopendonce. whieh had 
always oxistod in fet. Toroimost amongst 
thoso hot-headod chioftains was tho Prince of 
Chosiu, THe swore w great oath that, let tho 
Tycoon do what ho ploased and make such 
troatins as ho thought fit in Tokio, tho 
provinco of Chosiu should bo hold froo from 
tho contuninating touch of tho forcignors, Tf 
the ‘foreigners entorod his torritory, thoy 
should incontinontly bo slain, Tf foroign ships 
appoarod off his coasts, thoy should bo fired 
upon; to which ond ho builé and annod 
forts. 
Amongst his rotinuo wero two young mon 
of twenty-two or twonty-tliroo yoars of ago; 
ono nemod to and tho other Tnouyé. hoy 
wore of tho samurai class, and their sagacity 
an courazo had, ovon ab this only age, 
vaisod thom high iu the connsols of thoir 
prince. ‘Thoy wore daring enough to offer him 
nilvieo, sud when he talked of keeping the 
Yoroigners off with his puny forts, they gloomily 
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shook thoir hoads. ‘hoy had soon British 
ghipa at anohor in Yodo Bay, anid har heard 
tho roar of Lhoir guns. 

“Tf,” thoy said bo Vho hob-honlod chioftain, 
you should succood in driving off nu Mngltish 
vousol by tho fire from your forts, what then ? 
Within a wook or lwo, obhers of grenbor 
sirenglh would stom up, and in an hour 
you would not havo a stono standing on 
another. Tho only thing to do is bo bout 
Fingland on hor own ground: wo mush Journ 
to sail ships and felt thom, and with a feob 
of our own wo shall bo able to koop our donb 
inviolato,”’ 

Tho princo listonod to roasou fron those 
young but wusbod counsollors, and in notable 
scheme was hitchod. Thoso two mon, willt 
three othors of tho samo age and sluuling, 
wore 10 go to Mngland, to spy oub the Imud, 
masier tho groal seorel of neval gupromacy, 
bring it back to Japan, slraightway oronbo i 
floot, and thon lot Wnglaud, tho Unibad Stator, 
and Tranco look out, 

Tho first dificully in voalizntion of this 
plan barvod tho slart of the young palriota, 
Tt was ab this timo a capital offoneo for my 
Japanoso to abtompt to leave tho sounbry 
without tho pormission of tho Tycoon, ‘Ihe 
Tycoon, howovor, was nob w uu bo bo deusbod. 
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To was gradually solling his birthright fox 
HILGCORNIVG IncHsOH Of poblago, and pabriotio 
Chosin would Juwe nothing to do with him, 
Japan should bo sieved in spite of lim, In 
this dilonmus young Enouyd euuo forward 
with his plan. [Ho ind offen boon down to 
Yokohama, wrlohing with glowing oyos tho 
ovidonvos of the strength, activity, and, ho 
was bound to admit, the intolligones of tho 
dotoxtod foveignor, Elo had oven serapod. tu 
porsonal nequninbanes with somo of thoin, 
unongsh obhers a Mr. Gowen, thon consul 
ab Yokohune. What particular story hoe told 
this gontloman in order to induco hin bo 
assis in lis onerpo [do uot know. — [& is 
probly corbain that he did not toll him that 
ho and his comrulas were going ovor to 
Haglund with the oxprossed purpose of baking 
qrolindiry abops for uoubling tho pride and 
powor of Croab Britain, and blowing ils 
novios out of bhe sen. Uowover that be, ho 
indueod the consul Ga ship thom by the dead 
Of the aight in the guise of Gommon suilors bo 
Bhanghai, whore they could take a passayo Jor 
Bnghuud. Tho Prines of Chosin Jud raised 
L1000 to inact tho oxponsox of thoir oxpo- 
dition, v ston placad to thoir orotlit with the 
houno of Jardine, Mathoseon, and Uo., ono of 
tho pioneers of British trado in dapun. 
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Jivorything wont woll as far as Shanghai; 
but horo a hitch occurrod, Lhroo of tho parhy 
duly sailod as passongors, and xonched [Mug- 
Jand after a moro or loss plousnth voyage. 
Ito and Tnouyé mot with quito anothor frbo. 
Boing questionod as to thoir dosiros and 
intentions, Inouyé oxpondod tho grontor part 
of his storo of Wnglish in declaring that ho 
“wantod to learn navigation.” [Lis honrb was 
full and his mind ongrossod hy tho objoct 
of his mission. TKunowlodge of navigation was 
the sooret of TEngland’s groatnoss, nnd tho 
fowndation of tho power which onablod hor 
to bo ovorboaring and insolont in Japan. Tle 
and his dear friond Ilo would go and study 
navigation in its oliof school. ‘hoy would 
come back and sproad it through Ghosiu. 
Then should tho star of tho British Mmpiro 
on tho sons pale, and who knows but what 
dt would bo found worth whilo that Croat 
Britain should be annoxed, ant should bea 
oven as Youzo, or ono of the countless twlands 
that stud tho Inland, Soa? 

Accordingly, whon askod what thoy wantod 
to do, Inouyé answorod, “Navigation ;" and 
that boing all the answor to bo gob out of 
him, he and his comyado wore shippod os 
common sailors on board tho good ship 
Pegasus, bound for tho port of London, They 


A PERSONAL EPISODE IN Wistony, 26 


Md not dissovor this till Shanghai had bo- 
como a dim stroak on tho horizon, and they 
fornd thouselves buffeted about, ordered tn 
an uiknown longuo to do tupoasille things. 
Tfow they gob through tho voyago it is 
dient to undorstand, though Mr. Inonyé, 
Jooking back ab the opisode from tho eminence 
of the Moroign Ofieo, talks of it ploasantly and 
choovily, Tho sailors oallod him “ Johuny,” 
and tho bo'sun livd a koon oyo to a sum of 
fifty dollars thoy happonod to have with thom 
» whon thoy wout on board, Strango gunos of 
ands word ployod in tho forecastle, in which 
thoy wore invitod to join, If thoy rofusod, 
they woro thrashod; if thoy playod, thoy lost 
thoir monoy, Altova brief period of hosita- 
tion, during which thoir heads began to swell 
aud thoir bucks ached, they decided to loso 
tholr monoy, This oneo sottled, thoy led 
quito a plonsant life. Who sailors took pains 
to toach thom thoit businoss, and, with tho 
natural aptitude of the Japancsa, thoy apecdily 
boone ablo seamen. 

"T never #00 « sailing ship now," tho 
Foroign Ministor said, ua ho told mo tho story, 
“Dut 1 find myavlf scanning tho rigging and 
yutuuing off tho nanes of tho ropos and spars, 
as I uso to do on tho Pegasus,” 

Whon thoy arrived in the port of London, 


26 PANT BY WHAT. 


tho snilors loll tho ship, and Imeriod off to 
home or othor haunts. Bret tho lwo dapanase 
runaways had nowhoro to go. They were 
davod with tho sight and sounds of mighty 
London, with ils moving erowdn, ils inbormin- 
ablo sbrools, and its forest of ships. May ud 
ontoroil ib by ils mosh imposing avonue, aud, 
slowly sniling up tho rivor, had wabehod with 
ovor-widoning aslonidlunent mul deepening 
trouble tho signs of wonlth and powor, This 
was tho country thoy prosontly moant bo dely 
and to humblo, In tho future hisbory of 
Hngland, tho day whon thoy snilod wp the 
Thamos, diaguisotl in bhic anilor shirts ani 
canvas trousors tho worso for wont and try, 
would bo inarkod by a black lojtor 

As it was, London took distrossingly auell 
notice of thom. ‘Iho procession of ships sailed 
up and down, ‘ho docks for miles and milos 
woro full of ships. Uhore wis aw town on 
cithor side of tho river thal seomod to Iieve 
no ond, 'Thoy woro in the conbre of millions 
of poople, whose ultimate fate thoy hold in 
thoir hands, bul who, for tha prosout, wibl 
provoking indifference, book ne more notiee 
of thom than if thoy hed boon two giinty blu 
glrayod into dock from Phuustoad Marshes, 

Moroovor, thoy wore beginning to fool very 
hungry. With tho ond of tho voyage, rations, 
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snoh as Lhoy wore, had stopped. Tho galloy 
firo was cold, tho cook had disappoarod, and 
thoro waa nob oven a bib of monly bisouit 
to bo had. hoy stayod on board partly 
heauuao thoy hud newhore to go, and partly 
boonuso thoy oxpoclod that thoty arrival would 
bo duly sobifiod, and that somo ono would 
como down and load thom to a plaec whore 
thoy woro lo slay. Nobody coming, and 
Jmngor gnawing at thom, Tnouyé voluntoored 
to go ashoro and buy somo food, They had 
throo dollars left, whieh they had sooroted 
hoyond tho kon of tho rapacious bo’sun, 
Nob knowing tho valuo of such coin in lng. 
lnnd, it was doamod dositablo that tho omis- 
sory should lko with him all tho monoy, 
Io accordingly pockotod tho Uweo dollars, 
and went forth in search of somothing to ont. 
‘lo would surely como upon a placo where 
rico was sold voaly boilod, or little bowls of 
soup woro (isponsad, or, poradyoulura, a Jitllo 
Gish, with trimmings of sonwood, might bo 
purchased, ‘Wandoring about, with his 
wonthor oyo open for such contingencios, 
young Inowyé ab longth ormo to a halos 
shop. Broad doos not form part of dapanoso 
daily food, but ho had lonrnod to oat bisouit on 
board the Pagasis, and this ab loast would be 
sollor, ‘Bosidos, the nogotiations lor the pur- 
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chaso of a loaf of broad would nob be hupedod 
by his ignorance of tho Tnguage, Jo need 
not spoak a word. JLo had only bo onter the 
shop, tke up a loaf, pub dewn tho money, 
and tho transaotion was olosod. fe book up 
a loaf, whon ib oceurred to Trim that ho did 
not know how muoh to poy for ib Ifo ad 
novor bought a quarlorn loaf before, and could 
not ovon guoss ab its prico. Th mighb bo one 
dollar, or loss; it might bo two dollars, or 
ovon threo. ITe did not liko to offor too Tittle, 
Of course if ho gavo too much the man would 
givo him the chango. So ho pul down the 
three dollars, Tam sorry and ashamed to Ray 
say that tho bakor, aflor looking ab him and 
olinking tho coins to toxt the goodnoss of the 
silvor, swopt thom all into the till, and Tnonyé, 
with a sinking hoart, left tho shop, Ilo hud 
got a loaf of broad, but in tho hoart of this 
big and pitiloss city ho and hia comrulo wore 
ponniloss. 

A. now troublo busob him whon ho loft the 
shop. IIo had takon tho boarings of the ship 
ag oarofally as ho could, bub hho had set 
walkod far bofore hoe discovered that lo Juul 
lost his way. I’or hours ho walked abont, 
faint with, hungor, fatigno, and fonv. [to wna 
dimgry too, and till ho camo to hin he would 
not broak broad. At last, whon ib was growing 
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dusk, ho happenod to turn into tho dock, and 
found Fo almost ina state of dosporation on his 
account. ‘ho to seb down in tho omply fore- 
castle, and abo thoir bread with a inighty con- 
tont. ‘Tho noxt day a mossongor from Jardine, 
Mathoson, & Qo.’'s roseuod thom. Lodgings 
woro provided for thom in Gowor Stroob, and 
thoy had plonty of monoy at thoir command, 
This thoy used in prosocuting thogo inquivios 
which woro tho objoct of their oxpodition, 
Lhoy wore koon-oyod young mon, and wore 
nob long in discovering how ludicrously slight 
was tho foundation on which thoy had built 
thoix lofty hopes. Tho invincible powor of 
Hugland, which had dawned upon thom during 
their voyryo up tho hamos, grow with ovory 
day’s rosidonco in tho country, 

At tho ond of throo mouths nows cao 
from Japan which groatly addod to thoir 
trouble, ‘Tho Princo of Chosiu ~ porhaps 
inoilod by tho knowledgo that ho had five 
soorol omissarios in tho onomy's camp, who 
would prosontly possoss thomsolves of the 
talisman of Jngland’s powor—lad kicked 
over tho traces. Ilo had closod tho Straits 
of Shimonoseki against British ships, and had 
throatenod to firo upon any thot camo within 
range of hia guns, ‘Lhe Uycoon had solomuly 
robukod him, and ho had dotted the Lyevon, 
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Inouyé and Ito knew only too suroly what 
would bo the ond of this,  Tions thin six 
months ago thoy had loft thair princes os 
dooply imbued as ho was with bho convietion 
of tho irrosistible powor of a dapanono olin, 
if ib could only moob on oqrul torms will 
tho forcos of Creat Britain, ‘hoy wore now 
hundreds of yours in advances of thair masher 
in xospoct of knowlodge. ‘Thoir first and im- 
modiato duty was blo go buck to Japan and 
warn thoir princo of tho hopolossnoss of 
the sirugglo upon which he lad ombarked. 
Like Saul of Tarsus, they had sob forth ow 
thoir journoy full of angor, Tabrod, rnd cone 
tompt of “thoso now nen,” who dishubed 
tho perco and ordor of tho old gégime. Muay 
would go back liko Paul, Iwublo and con 
vinced of tho power thoy had dospinad, aud 
would hovoalter become tho fovomoxb rpostlos 
of tho Woslern civilization, to whoko repulke 
from thoix shoros thoy had devoled their 
young livoa. 

Thoy called upon Mossra. dardine, Matho- 
gon, and Co. anid oxplainod the peremptory 
nood of thoir rolurn, But tho inendors af 
the ominont and practical finn only shook 
their hoads. Those young Japanese had been 
consignod to their care with obhor goods from 
Japan, Thoy wore labollod “students,” and 
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Messrs, Jurdino, Mathoson, & Co. had put them 
in tho way of sbudy: ill trosh oxlers wore 
reooived, bhoy could nob roship thom for any 
port, ‘Mhis was a sorious rebuff. But tho 
two young dapanoso had grown accustomed 
to robufly, nnd had alroady formed a habit 
of disrogarding them. 'Thoir beloved princo 
was in poril, thoi country was in danger; thoy 
liad but ono duty bo porform, which was with 
tho loash possible dolay Lo roturn to their 
roscuo. Sinco thoro woro no othor moans of 
oblaining ® passugo, they, profiting by their 
oxporionce on tho Pegasus, shipped before the 
mash as gonmnon sono, wid, making the long 
voyago by the Capo of Good Llopo, reachod 
Shanghai in safoty. 

Tho noxt thing was lo got to Japan, an 
entorprise oven moro diMioult than tho journoy 
from Emrope to Asin ‘hoy shrowdly sis. 
poolod that the British Ministor at Pokin 
would ghully aecopt their good offioos in 
faxthoring tho sobblomont of tho difeultios 
thoir hol-hoadod princo had oroalod.  'Thoy 
appodlad porsonally and diroolly to Sir Ruthor- 
ford Aleooks told Tin. of thoi conviellon of 
tho ubtor usolussnass of tho Prineo of Chosiu’s 
kicking ngainsb tho pricks, and of thoir urgonb 
donive bo come feo bo fueo with hin, wud ropott 
tho xosull of their observations in Mugland, 
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Tho British Minisbor, touehodt by this 
mixturo of simplicily and shrowdnoss, ordorod 
Admiral Koppol, then in conmont of the 
British {lool in the Chinoso sens, bo Tand 
thom ag near tho cunp of the princes their 
mnstor as was practicable. As soon us Uy 
got ashoro thoy hastonod bo the princes, 
oarnostly bosought him bo dosist from a hope. 
Joss contlict, aud in parb succoedad in stopping 
him in his mad carvor, But thoy wore more 
tauly voprosontutivos of Japanoso opinion when, 
oight months onrlior, thoy lad loft (he country 
in soarch of moans bo tranplo on tho foreigner, 
Tho prince hinwolf was holplosy to stom the 
course ovonts wore taking, Jo ad rained i 
spectro which ho could nob lay ab will, As 
for tho new and wnoxpoctod wmissnries of 
peace, it fered hardly with them. 1to had to 
hido hinwolffrom popular indignation; Inouye, 
falling into the hands of the angorad saad, 
was slashod, hacked, nnd loft for dowd hy the 
voadside., Ifo had jash sufteiont abrongth te 
orawl lO his aothor’s house, wheres hho was 
nursod back to lifo and carefully hidden, Unt 
Lo this day ho boars on his fico nanmnente af 
tho torrible night. 

Within four yoars of thowo oventy the 
inovilablo ond had come. ‘Tho power of 
tho Tycoon lad crumbled to pious. The 
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Mikado was rostorod to acbual anthority ; tho 
foudal sysLom which had brought aboub this 
voatt in its turn iniracrlonsly moltod away ; 
and afbor a transformation scono tho liko ef 
which las novor boforo boon onactod in my 
history of tho world, Japan found ibself andor 
somothing approaching to constitutional 
government, tr the growth of popular 
liborty, and, concomitantly, of national pro- 
spority, which has sinco invigoratod Japan, 
the haploss sailor appronticos have borno the 
pringipal sharo, Tho lossons thoy loarnod in 
Gowor Stroob in 1861 havo not fadod from 
thoir momory. Abandoning all notions of 
conquoting Hmgland, thoy dotorminod as far 
as possiblo to imitate hor, ‘hoy havo iniro- 
ducod into Japan railways, tolographs, a postal 
sorvico, tka thorough sysatom of oducation. 
Yho droum of their only youth las boon 
youlivad to tho oxtont that Japan now has a 
navy Gf firsb-class ships, hough, thoir guns aro 
nob loaded to koop olf foraignors, On tho 
conlvary, forcignors ave welcomod throughoub 
Japan, aul foroign trado flourishes at half a 
dozen opon porta, 

Tho policy of tho prosout CGovornmont, of 
which Mr. lbo and Mr, Inouyé ase tho foundors 
and the sustuining Llorcos, is doliberabely and 
porsislontly directed towards oxtonding this 
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sound and liboral. movement,  Thoy aro 
proparod to throw the wholo of tho country 
open fo foroign frado, justi as Tangland is 
opened. But thoy ask that tho work should 
be accomplishod on somothing like the samo 
conditions as it is rondored possible in this 
country, hoy domant that foreignors trading 
“within tho ompivo shall bo subjoot to its 
laws, whilst thoy avo willing to havo thoso 
laws administorod in the case of foroignors 
under conditions, as to tho personnel of tho 
tribunos, which shall socuro tho cortainty of 
justice, As a preliminary to this aiuto of 
things, thero hag lately boon promulgated 
in Japan an adaptation of tho Code Napolion 
which has drawn forth cncomiuns from. several 
ominont Huropomn jurists. : 

In addition, Japan domends somo alight 
revision of tho import dutios, which, it is con- 
tonded, do nob, as a6 prosont iimposod by troaty, 
loave to the Govormuont of tho country tho 
bare moana of subsiatonss, compelling than 
to malko up doficioncios by ineroasod aharges 
upon thoir own pooplo, ‘hose treabios worn 
exactod from an ignorant and irrasohite 
Tycoon standing beiwoon tho devil and tho 
deep soa, having Mnglish, Wrench, aml Duteh, 
ships thundoring ab tho gatos of Kohé, and 
around him the ohiofs of tho clus protosting 
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by thoir swords that tho forcignors should gain 
no foothold in Japan. 

No impartial mind can affirm that broatiog 
so mado and ab that date aro npplionbih 
to tho Japan of to-day, and it ia to bo hopod, 
wiko in tho intorosts of Japan and of the 
commeres of the Wostern world, that tho 
nogotiations’ ponding in 1884 may rosult in a 
just and equitwblo revision. 
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CUAPTER ITT. 
BY SFA AND LAND 0 KIOTO. 


Wa loft Yokohama in tho Tato afternoon, the 
bay looking moro benntifal than ever in the 
sunlight, shining out of a sky bhio ay my 
spread ovor Naplos, Wo wore bonnd Sor 
Kioto. ho ordinary way of going thither is 
to Lako a stcamor to Kobé in ono of tho large 
and woll-appointod Milsu Bishi ptoamors, and 
procoed thonce to Shanghai. Bub wo rosolved 
to go something oul of the boaton track, tiuke 
stoumor vs far as Yokkaichi, aid thenee aero 
counlry by jinrikisha to Kioto, 

Tuo sea voyago to Yokkuichi ia nol wi 
familiar to Japanoso, bat is nob often talon 
by Kuropoans, with tho natural consaquence 
that thore is no accommodnbion for them. Our 
steamor was an oll tub of 240 bons. ‘he 
siloon was appronchod by an uncompromising 
Jaddor, and Inxury was aimed ab by the disposn 
of sole bunks round tho aborn in ploasing con- 
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iguity to tho scrow. Of cowso thoro was 
0 stowardoss, nor any regular stoward that 
was ablo to identify. Tho offices soomod to 
o in commission, and whon any © boy” 
apponod to find timo hang heavy on his 
ands ho took a burn eb stowerd’s work, Our 
orths wore small enpboards opening off the 
ining-room table, Mach was fitted up with 
wo narrow sholves, which T thought woro for 
ooks or plutos, Tl was prosontly mado cloar 
hey wore for us. Butil did not amuch mattor. 
twas rather promising in tho way of fun and 
scitomont. Wo had only ono night to sloop 
oro, nud ovorything was big onough and uico 
nough for a twonly hours’ lip in summor 
ana liko that on which wo wore evon now 
liding, 

‘Che lovoign Ministoy caine off in his sloam- 
wuel, to sey good-bye, an unaccuatomod 
isit which groatly flublored tho explain and 
row. ‘Tho oapbain was so much, iuprossad. 
ath ho immediately placed his berth ab tho 
isposal of tho lady of ow party. Tho berth 
ras moro connnodious, having ab lonsl three 
ichos moro boam. Bub as tho kindly offor 
ma nob agcompuniod by preparations for 
hanging tho bod linon, ib was doclinod. 

Bofore wo rorchod tho gato of the Bay of 
Tolo, tho beanty of tho seono' had wondrotely 
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inoroasod. On the tight tho aun was sobting, 
footing Fuji and tho mainland in crimson 
and gold. On tho loft the moon had alronily 
rison—a globe of Inminous silvor sob in bho 
bluo fixmamont. ‘hus wo snilod forth bo- 
twoon tho rison moon and the sun sot yol sol, 

The bay, hardly touchod by a ripple, was 
alive with sampans with thoir sails fally sat, 
iwipping gaily homo boforo tho gently broexse 
wafted inward from tho Pacific. ‘(ho only 
membor of tho crow of ow sbonmor with 
whom it was possiblo to convorso was tho 
engineor. Tfo was tho inovilable Seotelman, 
and had been many yours in the nitive 
coasting Wado, To had not improved bis 
opportunitios of loarning Japanose, bub he pot 
along very woll, ho said, Io was ovidently 
taken aback ab sooing @ lady apporr to tle 
passage on tho ship, but after tho first shock 
he becamo violonlly prophotio of a gout 
passago, and things gonorally going off come 
fortably. 

“Oh, you'll soo ill bo all vight,’” he anid te 
mo in an arguinontnbive bono, as if} had boon 
allzming tho contrary, whorona | Jind not 
evon broached tho subjoch “You sea all 
thoso junks owl thoro? = ‘Woll, that's n sign of 
good worthor. You don’t soo so many ont 
whon it’s rough,” 
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© But Ghoy’re running tito port,” T said. 

© Yos, of conrso thoy’re running inbo pork,” 
ho ropliod; ‘it’s gelling dinner-tino, you 
know, Oh, wo'll havo it pretly Ana, yowll 
soo, and your lady will bo right comfortable, 
Bosidos, if ib comes on bo blow a bit, tho 
captain will niin under the loo of tho Iwnad, 
Given your lady his berth, hasn't jhe?” 

LT snid ho hud kindly offorod it. 

“Ah,” ho said, nodding as if that woro 
conclusive of fino woathor, “thon he’s going 
Lo bo on dook all night.” 

Wo had tv largo numbor of Japunoso pas- 
Kongers Who soomed to fl overy nook and 
evuiny fornd. A plonsant-looking family, 
foarfl of tho closonoss of the aboorayo, lad 
Dbullt their sont a lordly dwelling-houso over 
the hatchos wntidships. They had piled thoir 
Ingyngo vou wud plantod thomselvos tn tha 
middle. Pho walls wore nob vory high, bab ab 
lonst thoy served bo murk tho Tinie of their 
doinnin, Whore they sib, tho frthor blandly 
siniling ab bhe fuir soone around, the mothor 
tidying up, and tho little boy with his load 
shaved sive for two looks over oithor ony, 
which wore viealy oiled and combad. 1 was 
vory glud bo think, as [ looked on this funily 
scone, bhat we wore gohig to have such {noe 
avoulhor that the cupluin was muking prepura 
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tions for sponding the night on the Dridge. 
Jt would bé a borviblo thing if the vessel rallied 
and pilchod, broaking down the louxo of gnvds, 
inoxtricably mixing up Uno tuo hoy wilh tlie 
luggage and spoiling his hair, Worso still, i! 
orucl seas wore to como over and wusl Ue 
decks. 
Prosontly, a8 wo camo noavor bo Ue bar, 
and could faiuly hoar tho boom of tho Paaitie 
vollors on tho rugyod const, a tarpaulin was 
slung ovor a polo, covering in tho sen ol 
domostio folicity. Thoy Jad a Iantorn, and, 
pooping through a chink, J discovered thon 
smiling moro vigorously than over,  Nover 
had thoy boon so comfortable om bowel ship, 
and thoy wore inoro then ever ploased thit 
tlis happy thought had ocourrad to then, 
and that thoy had not piggod in with their 
countrynion in tho hold, Ibo was go oluummed 
with tho idon that ho mado a nook for hinwell 
also undor tho tarpaulin, [Lo is growing quite 
fastidious on tho subjoob of frosh why and 
talks pityingly of tho pooplo down in the bold. 

Thoso, wo could soo through the opon 
hatchway, woro alroudy ab dinner, [b wan 
sorvod in onsy fashion, hove wore a great 
honp of Titile woodon trays with four divisions. 
Tho cook, knooling boside a wholosile quan 
tity of stores, dipped his lund fate w bucket 
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aul filled ons recoplacls with rion. Tito a 
Kocond hoe fingered (wo bits of boiled fish ; 
a third ho fille with vegatablos, and into the 
fourth he, with moro diserinineting hand, 
plucad some of the ovilly smolling pichlos 
whieh (he soul of the dapanoso lovebh. The 
boxas wero piled ene on top of another till 
they wore aa gh as they could bo curvicd 
by an ablo-bodiod seaman, who took thom into 
thé holt and distributed Chem bo (ho passon- 
gor. Aw for ourselves, wo ud contracted for 
Huavopenn food by payment of two yon a hoad 
for the voyugo. An axppotising duck laumg 
from tie vigging alt, giving promise of gonorous 
Huppliog to maob the hoalthful uppotito born of 
frosh sow-air nud smooth sons, 

Tho aun haul gono down whan wa raachod 
the harbour-bar, but the wort was golden yob, 
ad (he moon, nearing ils full, was brightly 
shining out of a sky as blue vs if ib wore noon. 
day. Ag we eroskod bho bar the little stoner 
hognn to throb and Jeap about in an u- 
expoatod amapnor. ‘Mie duck, lung on ba 
tho rigging, waggot its hod in a forlorn 
niminor, aa if ib did not like the prospoct ab 
all, Bib the onginger war ever more var 
golionlly hopeful. 

« Acnanow place fis, you goo, Cho lide 
running’ in dike as if tho Pacific was trying to 
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crowd itsolf into » mill-pond, Bub it'll bo all 
right by-and-by, you'll soo.  Dosidox, our 
captain oan run in if ho gots it too hob.” 

&. This: was satishiotory ay for as it wont. 
But why should tho captain waut to mn in 
on a night so fino that ho was tomptod to 
remain on dock ? 

“ T¢'ll bo all right, you'll 400,” tho onginoor 
porsistod, tightoning hia tarpaulin trousers, 
which ho had put on ginoo I suw him, last, 

' I novor romombor to hava soon an on. 
ginoor in tarpaulin trousors; bub thon Lhd 
novor bofore svon tho sun and moon brightly 
shining in tho hoavons ab tho sumo. time, 
Autre pays astre mans, Porhapa in the” 
coasting trado of Japan tho onginoor whywnys 
clad himsolf in tarpaulin whon the night was 
expecta to bo excoptiounily fino, : 

We cloared the bar, and got oub into the 
full swoop of tho Pasifie; but things did not 
soo to improve, Té was wlnost as light ne 
day, and far wvownl wes tho croary waste af 

“waters loaping oub and bronking dito fon, 

’ Tt was gobling now six o'clock, aude savoury 
smoll came from tho galley, ‘Bhe voxsel was 
not only rolling, but pitching, ‘Chat, low. 
ovor, was nob much to travellora. who Ji 
‘erossed two ogcans, 

We walkod up and down tho little deck, 
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dotorminod, a8 wo said, to got an appotitd 
for dinnor, Ti was not much of a walk ai 
bost, end was momentarily growing. shorter 
aa tho spray bogan to broak across tho: deck 
for'nrd, ‘ho hatchways wore closod, and the 
mon word betioning thom down, making it ° 
comfortable for tho crowd bolow. I peoped 
through a chink. in the tarpaulin to see how 
tho dapnneso family wore getting on. They 
word not siniling now, boing too busily. on- 
gagod in tho offort to koop their walls up. 
Somotimos a box would roll off on tho port 
silo, and whilst they wore re-fixing it, a 
bundlo placed aff would drop down upon 
thom as tho stoamor buriod its. misorable 
little nose in tho soa, T was conscious of the’ 
origincor watching us as wo paced tho deck, 
but whonoevor we approached ‘tho ongino-room 
ho disupponrod, Io was ovidontly as anxious 
now to avoid convorsition as. he . formerly 
had boon to open if, 

At four bolls wo turod in for dinner, ‘We 
had boon very choory on deck, porhaps a little 
ostontatiously at our onso, slaggoting about 
with tho heaving ship, But whon wo got to 
tho bottom of tho ladder and wore standing 
in the close and narrow saloon the gaicty of 
the company was oclipsed. ‘Tho lest thing I 
saw as I. dosconded was tho duck shaking its 
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hoad moro violontly than ovor, with an ox- 
prossion of idiotic bowidorment that hamtod 
mo through tho torriblo night. Wo wore nob, 
howovor, going to givo in without a struggle. 
Dinnor waa on tho tabla, and wo would ab louss 
sit down, making talk of ghastly choorfulnoss 
and eyoing oach othor suspiciously. Wo abe 
our soup and oagorly discussod ila rolalive 
morits with thoso of various obhor soups we 
had onton under cireumstancos wo ‘wore wb 
curious pains to romombor and reeita, ‘lwo 
courses fojlowod, ono of mmntbbon, tho other of 
voal. I forgot which was tho voul; bub it did 
noé mattior, Tt might have boon eallod tnrtle 
fin wilh oqual accuracy of roforonea to its 
flavour, At this stago tho lady of the party 
rotired, 

Another courso arrivod of somo uniis- 
tinguishablo mont. T ain not sure thal ib was 
not tho voul back again, having passod out ab 
ono door and in ab tho othoz, aftor tho muamuor 
of an army of supors ab combry bhontyos, Tho 
young gontloman from Claxgow, though w- 
usually silont, did faixly woll Mo had paid 
for his dinnor, and tho commorcial transaation 
would not bo complotod unloss ho ato it, 
Somothing olso camg on—~parhaps choose, 
poradvonture an orango. ‘ho cook was (lo- 
tonnined to rise to tho occasion and show tho 
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frionds ef tho loroign Minister what could bo 
dono on board this ship. To this end he had 
mantinebured Lhroo small tarts, of vory palo 
comploxion, which, by way of luring on tho 
appotibo, had boon placed on tho tablo with 
tho soup. 'hoso tarls wore always slipping 
off the tablo, boing rosoned from wndor by 
somobody and roplacod on tho dish. L have 
wfanoy that thoy wore nok quito so palo whon 
T first saw thom. Butwith tho cabin bobbing 
about in this style, the coiling coming down 
to tho floor, tho floor going wp to tho coiling, 
mil oceasionally tho port or starboard sido 
taking tho placo of tho coiling, ovon a tart 
mindo of tinnod groongagos might -bo oxcused, 
“fit gradually lost somo of its Lroshor tints, 
Loanoant to sib oub tho young gontloman 
fro Glasgow ; bub whon I sew him take up 
ono of thoso tarts with ovidont intont of oat- 
ing it, Tloft, 1b was not oasy bo got fixod on 
tho plato-sholf, bub it was dono at’ last, and 
Lovon got to sleep, Tron timo to bimo---it 
goomod ab loush ovory hour-~T was swalonod 
by tho thruds of tho non ns ib thomdored down - 
on dogk mud with a rmahing noise swopt brck- 
wards and forwards till ib finally cloarod off. 
Alns for tho Japloss Japanoso funily, with 
their frail tenoment of boxag, end their poor 
sholbor of tarpaulin! Lt was piteous to think 


46° HAST BY WREST, 


how the night must havo spod with thom nnd 
with tho othor poor wretches bationcd down 
in tho hold, mee oe 
‘Charo was no limit to the variaty of tho 
motion of tho little tub adxift on the anyorail 
ocoan,. hore is anong soa-going pussonzors 
a difference of opinion as to whathor piteling 
or rolling is tho least bearablo,. Wo had both 
in succession, with a quito now and originil 
motion, ag if tho vessel wore trying to jump 
sideways over a yawning chism, and, always 
failing, was pitchod ruthlossly to the bottom 
of the abyss. Onco the bows coming upon 
rollor woro pitchod so high that tho véssol 
‘ seomod liberally standing on ond. 
There was a moment during which T dis- 
_ tinotly felt it poised trombling in ovory plank, 
undecided whothor, sinco it had como so fur, 
ié was worth while going back, and whothor, | 
on tho wholo, it.would not bo bettor to go 
ovor backwards usa vouring horse somotiimnes 
folls on its vidor, I romombor asstating ab the 
doliboration without’ particulatly ‘enving how 
it ondod. Tho foroo of habit provailod, aud 
tho voasol rightod horsoll, ad hy way of 
change bogan to roll. ; 
Thus the night wore on, and thus in 
slightly mmodifiod dogroo tho day was xpont, | 
L-heard afterwards that the captain hud vainly 
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tried to'vun for sholter into a little fishing 
pork on tho coast, bub wind and sea proved 
too. strong for him. Ifo could not fetoh tho 
port, could only lio out with tho engines at 
fall prossure, driving tho ship along at the 
rato of two miles an hour, ho night.con- 
tinued light, whoreby possibly catastrophe was 
‘averted, But what with tho wavos constantly 
washing ovor the stoamor, and tho spindrift 
. blinding tho look-out man, it was hard to 800 
whore wo wore going, 

‘Tho young gontloman from Glasgow got 
up and wont resolutoly to his’ broalfast.. I 
remained on tho sholf; and spent quite a 
ploasunt day, outing a pomello and reading 
Mv. Wdinund: Yatos’s Land at Last: he 
oupboard, though a little closo with the door 
‘whit, had somo corresponding advantagos. 
Tor oxamplo, you might, if you liked, having 
oponod the: door, shop out of bod on to the 
(lining-room tablo, an arrngomont which T do 
nob vomombor to live soon porfoated oven in 
tho bost-appointod housos in Mngland, . Short 
of that -you might lio in bod, and, making a 
long ana, help yourself from tho broakfuat- 
table, ‘Chua L obtained a woodoock on toast, 
Tt ig woll there was bonst as thoxe was singularly 
little wogdeock. , 

The young gontloman from Glasgow. abe 
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fivo, and thon took somo dubious compotnd 
Inbollod “jam.” Tnover saw stich a follow for 
puddings, cakos, jams, and other unwholosomo 
compounds, I believe that if the worst Jud 
como, and, struggling in bho wator, some one 
had thrown him a plank and a goosobarry burt, 
ho would havo gono for the goosoborry tart. 

Wo woro to havo rowehol Yokkaichi at 
two o’clock. At noon wo wore still out in 
tho open soa, and it was cloar that if over we 
voached Yokknichi ab all it would not ho till 
aftor midnight. ‘Tho wrobehod onginoor bad 
now gono round ona frosh tnok, and was ts 
dospondont as ho was yosterday hopeful. ‘She 
galo had considerably abated, dat it had Jott 
ita mark upon the wators through whieh the 
littlo vousel flounderod, ho onginoor, for our 
comnfort, sont down worl that the comparative 
quictude now provalont would hot lust very 
long, A. spib of Inu was sholtoring us fron 
tho full wrath of tho sen; but whan wa 
roundod tho point, now within view, wo shoud 
“Tiavo ib all.” 

Ondor those oiroumataneos tt was bottor 
to stop on tho sholf, whoro £ felt no discomfort, 
oxcopt when the captain and offteers enme 
down to thoir anoals. ‘thon wo were obligad 
to shub tho cabin door, Altor waiting till wo 
had rounded tho point, and nothing partioular 
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happening, wo got up to dinnor and did very 
woll, Tho molancholy duck turmnod out ox- 
collont, and thore woro somo moro palo. tarts 
for tho young gontloman from Glasgow. 

Ib was now annonneod that wo should bo 
adi Yokkaiohi at midnight, and tho quostion 
avogo whothor wo should stay on board another 
night ov slrnighbwiy go ashoro. Tt was ‘do- 
cidod that wo should sleop on tho shelf onco 
moro, & prospoct tho loss appalling sinco wo 
had now got into smoothor wator, and by 
inidnight tho stommor would bo at anchor in 
tho bay. 

» Vhis was a resolution wo subsoquontly had 
ooamsion to rogard with thankfulnoss, ° Ito 
undortook to go ushoro ag soon os tho stonmor 
had dropped anchor, aud arvango for an carly 
stort in jinrikishas in tho morning. IT did 
nob quostion Lto too olosely about his ox- 
porionces. 'Thoy woro, in uth, wribtion upon 
his fuco, and in-tho porvading limpnoss of lis 
boaring, Ainongst the oxporicncos crowded 
into his yok young lifo was a briof sojourn. 
ou an Hnglish man-of-war, Lo had, ho bo- 
loved, pormanontly gained his soa-logs on 
this cruise, and on boarding tho stonmor 
ai Yokohama had assumod a cortain rndsh , 
nautical boaring that was quito roassuringt 
Ono folt that if anything happoned | fo the 
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captain ox “tho ouginoor ib was woll that (te 
was on board. But thero is no uso. in dia 
guising tho fact that Tho, like some ofhor sou 
sonod gailors, had boon ubtorly routed chiring 
tho storm, and.ho was now onger to go ashore 
nut tho first possible opportunity. 

In tho oarly morning, befiwoen ono aud 
two o’clook, I was awakonod by a tromondons 
hubbub on dock, Mon ren about wildly 
shouting. Half a dozon enptaius soomod 
giving orders at tho samo time, © ho noise 
lasted fivo or six niuutos, whon ib eoased as 
suddonly as it had arison, and a coop silence 
foll over tho stommor, now ab anchor in the 
bay. Ié was cloar onough what all’this monnt. 
A floot of saimpans had como up.to tale off 
passengors, had clamorgusly got. their fires, 
and had gone away, I turnod ovor and wont 
to sloop in the -cortainty that tho faithful Ito 
would como off for us ab six in tho anominyg, 

Whov I awakod it was alroady lall-pust: 
six and Tto had nob come, ‘Whilst wo wore 
toking acup of ton and a hisouil, a dapinera. 
ongoved with profound. bows anid mado along 
spoech. With tho assistance of the Chinese 
cook wo made out that Lio had sont him off 
to bring us ashore. ‘This seemed strungo, as 
Ito was not acoustomoed to dolognte part of his 
duty bo othors. ‘Thoro was, howover, no help 
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for it, 80 wo wont off with the strange man, 
boing soullod across tho ‘bay in a sampan that: 
throatonod to upsot with overy motion of the 
oar, Tt was a grey morning with clouds lying 
low on tho hills. The bay was largo and. 
singularly lonoly; tho only shipping it con. 
tained, beside our own novor-to-be-forgotion 
oxafi, was ajunk of fantastic form, with rudder 
_ standing out from the storn at right angles, as’ 
if, aftor prolonged biokering, it had come to’ 
tho conclusion it-would havo nothing more to’ 
do with: the ship. This Appearnuce was duo 
to a habit of tho Japanese marinor of hauling 
his rudder yp -out of the watér so as tio Bayo 
wear and tony-whilst at anchor: 
We anxiotsly scanned tho. quay in demoti 
be ‘Tto, but’ he was “not-.among the group 
_gathored there, Chis began to look serious, 
Tt ‘was. cortain he would be thore if ho wore 
_-tlive and could walk. Approhonsion was in- 
‘eroasod. by the roplios of our guilo to porsiston’ 
quostions of  Whoro’s Ito?” Ho invariably 
“pointed: to the water. with fingor downward, 
which could: only mean that Io was drowued. 
This was a saddoning conviction, "What was: 
to become: of tho poor old “ muddor” and her 
provision for daily prayor whon tho staff of hor 
life was lying undor tho dark wators. of this 
gloomy bay ? ’ 
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Our guide on landing lod ua to a ton- 
houso closo by tho quay. Tore, suroly, wo 
should find Ito, if only his body, ‘Bub thore 
was no sign of him, and nothing ould he 
learnod from tho crowd that gathered yound ws 
at the door. Tho guide mado signs for ts to 
ontor tho jinvikishas that wore writing, a step 
wo wore not inclinod to take, not knowing 
whithor 16 would load, and anxtons ahove all 
things to got somo oluo to Tto’s whoroubouta, 
After somo dolay, and finding oxplanation 
hopeloss, wo thought i best to go on, And were 
whirlod through tho narrow wil ilirty abroots 
for a distance of about a milo. Woe drow up 
at anothor ton-houso, and thoro, anyod in tu 
miscollancous costume of borrowed: ganiuents, 
with his tooth visibly and audibly shaking in 
his hoad, was tho lost guido. 

Tis story was briof bunt thrilling, ‘The 
“stoumor had brought wp ab hor moorings bout 
ono o’olock in tho morning, “wo, or thier 
sampans camo along to tako off passongorn 
who crowded in tho BUIBWRY, wixions to Tove 
tho ship on any terms, Critically surveying 
tho scone, Tto had sagacionsly come to the (Ons 
clusion thet tho first sampon was dangerously 
ovorludon, Io awaited tho second, tito whieh 
aixtoon pooplo all told managed to puuc ‘k thom 
solves. ‘there was a hig swoll on in tho bay, 
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a logacy of the galo of tho previous night. 
The storm of tho sampan was drivon under the 
lowor stop of tho gangway. Thore was o 

’ violont shove, «loud shiviok, and in an-inatant 
tho sixtoon passongors wore floundoring in tho 
wator. ; ; 

Tto went down undor the boat, “and,” he 
addod, **T thought I was nover coming back 
again. But ho seramblod out, as did thirteon 
othors, for it was bright moonlight, and there 
wore. sovorul sampans round. Unhappily, o 
woman with w baby on hor back sank, and her 
body had not beon recovered when we left the 
village. This sampan, wo remembered, was 
tho one ‘wo should have gono in had: wo 
arzangotl ta ‘go on shore at night. 

T do not know whothor the passengers wore 
invitod to retarn to the ship and change thoix 
clothing before prococding, What is cortain 
is that tho sampan boing rightod thoy got in, 
and, luddlod togothor dripping web wnador 
a. bittor cold wind coming down from the 
niowntning, wore sculled across the dreary two 
uiflos that separated thom from the shore. 

* Whon ho reachod the quay, Tto had to take a. 
drive in ajinrikisha to tho toa-houso wliore we 
fond him, and whore ho arrived, more doad 
than alive, ab half-past two in the morning. 
Whilst undor tho water he lost his pocket-boole 
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containing his rosorvo ensh, and, worse alll 
tho silvor watol, Miss Bird had given hint as 
amomonto of his journoying wilh har aeros 
unboaton tracks, 

But tho philosophioal mind that had, wm 
rattled, hoax! of tho destruction of tus: Taree 
and tho burning onb of his “mudder,”? re- 
mainod unshakon. ‘Tried by firo mid water, 
Ito camo oub oqually uneomplaining,  Vths 
a bad job,” ho said, as he burned his yarmonts 
over tho firo, and oxtractod tho last drop of 
wator oub of his shoos, “bub ib euch be 
holpod. ‘Tho worsb of ib ix His hore sulk water 
iakos such a long time bo dry.” 

Ito concluded to finish the drying of his 
clothes as ho wont along, and we yob under 
way little aftor nino o'dloak, ho district 
gromly difforod from what wo had seon farther 
north, Tho housos in tho village were meuer 
in appoaranco; tho people were poare and 
logs light-honrtod, JLouses were luilt af ap 
hard wood that Wumed gray dike onk, dnpart 
ing a dowd monotony bo tho xoono. A we 
got furthor inland the eountry inspraved md 
tho pooplo soomod Joss doprossel. J vexiuthy 
tho road bogan to ru hy the took of preun 
hills with ovory nook onrolully eullivaded. 

Wo stayed for Imichoon at Shoko, a poor 
Title Lowa whore thw sight of Jivraponis wan 
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ovidently ararily, As womovod about looking 
abl the shops, the throng ab our hools increasod 
bil iL soomod Unt all tho village had turnod 
oub An oll woman was woaving with tho 
assiniwice of somo simplo vichinory as old 
ad tho firsb shogun. She was ploasod with 
bho interest her work oxeitod in tho broast 
of tho foreignor, bub as wo sbood and lookod 
on, bho hont mul pressure of the throng grow 
inaupporlnble, and wo wore glad to seek com- 
parative privacy in tho boa-houso. Wo had 
afternoon tow at a placo oallod Tsuchiyaima, 
Jusbh as wo woro leaving, one of my mon's 
auidala broke, To hardly stopped the pro- 
cossion to pull ib off, and was going ahead, 
ovidontly iutonding to vin tho romeaining ton 
or belve miles with ono dave foob.  T insistod 
upon buying him a pair of wdals, which cont 
a ponny. ‘Tho noxt day ® man in one of the 
obhoy jinvikishas lost hin shoo, and ran more 
thin twenty miles barofooted without any 
xonse of Ineonveniones, amel loss of hardship. 

‘In this distrib toa is largoly grown, Tho 
plant vory much vosemblos wu overgrown. 
ohuup of box. Wo crossed sovoral rivers by 
Iridgea jusb now many sizes too largo for 
them, But that in duo timo these hare beds 
of gravel will bo covered with rushing water 
ig plain enough. In somo parts where the 
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road stands high and dry above tho hed of 
tho rivor largo slioos have hoon oul wey by 
tho rushing tido, ‘This must have Iueyponed 
not lator than July, But gaps still slend, 
making tho road inpassublo for horsy or 
bullook traffioe, Tho jiurikishas oan jush pot 
past in somo placon by making a détow, in 
othors profiting by a porilous ridge of raul. 
way that has romainod. With the exception 
of thoso accidents tho road is a good one. 

We slopt at Tagawa, a protty lmnilet 
nostling at tho foot of a hill Whe hilly here 
aro very otrious, boing porfogtly bare, brown 
or vod sandstone rocks studing up oub of the 
groonory. They mo thoroughly Japmess, ef 
tho coolio class, sooming to have gob wp tn 
the morning and gono oub without putting on 
any superfluous clothing. In tho ourly mom 
ing wo: toilod through tho stoop puss that 


« Winds its way through the hilly, wid dexeornt- 


ing ab a rapid trot ronchod Otsu, whore wo 
had. tiffin’ within view of Lake Bova, Ihave 


wo found train for Kioto, and Hladly took -ib,- 


for it had boon raining all the morning, and 
tho. slow proooss of drying Thos uluthos lil 
boon disastvously intoxruptucl, 
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Ov wl tho towns in Japan accossiblo to. the 
loveignor Kioto is by fur tho most intorosting. 
Compucod with ib; in point of yous, Tokio is 
but wavipling, and Yokohuna a puny infint, . 
Whon, i 1600, Tokio (thom known as Yodo) 
wits mito the eupitel of Muster Japan, Kioto 
liut been aniyake, or xesidonco of the sove- 
reign, Tor vight hundred years, This fr 
renching antiynity is modified hy tho feet thas 
Kivto has many times vocoived the baptism | 
of fira. Like all dapmiese towns, ib las boon 
bart seven tints, and whit tho dire dis not 
tleatroyod ati one tino it jis abineked at 
nother Tho ydiea itself has boon destroyed 
“by fire: six. times within tho Jast ono hundred 
mid oighty sonra. “Au for tho oily, so recently: 
tw 186k iG was lilf burnt, as au episode in the 
fivil War, . Nevortheloss, it proserves i un 
mistukuble mannor its “old-time look. Tt lios 
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in a valloy, wilh a chain of hills almost on- 
ciroling it. Through its midst flows tho 
Kanagiawa, after tho sununor rains nw noblo 
river, bub in Novombor, whon 7 saw ib, 2 
stvomnlot trickling through a wide bed of 
pobblos, apparontly in tmmtinonb dangor of 
losing its way. 

Thoro is no Muropean quarter in Kioto, 
and, judging from tho bohaviour of tho natives, 
T should say that tho avorage of Muroponis 
finding thoir way thither in the couse of 
your is amall, Wo did a good doal of iis 
collancous shopping, mul whorever wo wonb 
thoro assomblod a erowd of pooplo, of all ago 
and both soxes, Thoy wore vory quiot and 
not intontioually rude, but thoir eapnoiby for 
a prolongod stondy stare is infinite. Whit 
thoy saw did not-—nt loast, not inmodialely— 
sugeost interchange of romark. hoy did nob 
whispor or pout with fngor, ‘Choy jrat stood 
and dumbly starod, wabohing overy slightest 
motion or gostie of tho abrange hoings who 
had droppod from Iloaven knows whore wpon 
tho stroots of thoir oily. 

On tho night of ow arrival wo wont bow 
barbor’s shop for a shavo, nocosrary wher for 
days’ travol. As our jinrikishas drow up the 
crowd dogan to gather, and whon ib wan din. 
covorod thik two Jinglishmen wore actually 
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about to bo shaved, the excitement through- 
owt tho quarter docponed in intonsity, The 
crowd blockod up tho narrow street, those 
bohind trying to seo over the hoads of others 
in front, whilat tho thrico-fortunato ones in 
tho first lino Llattonod their nosos against the 
window and. stoamod ib with their breath, 

Insido tho shop thore was a reflox of the 
oxcitomont, Tho barbor himsel!, though pale, 
was collectod in mannor, and gave me only 
ono gash. But his whole family woro ranged 
in a group in the kitchen, which opened into 
tho shop. ‘lho assistants stood around, from 
timo to timo handing unnocessary articlos to 
tho oporator. Tho most hopoloss case was 
tho small boy, whoso duty it was to stand by 
and hand papor, combs, brush, towel, or what- 
ovor inight bo nooded by tho barber. Ho 
stood ab tho elbow of the chair whilst IT was 
boing shaved, with his faco half avfoot from 
mino, his lips slightly parted, and a pair of 
groai brown oyos unnaturally oxtonded fixed 
on, my fuce. 1 fancy he was in a condition 
of modifiod catalopsy. At any rate, he neither 
movod nor spoko whilst tho barber rasped me, 
and whon I vacated tho chair in favour of 
tho young gontloman from Glasgow he began 
alrosh on hin, 

It was the most villainous shave I over 
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sufforod, A. dinnor-knifo would have boon for 
tho purpose a luxurious article compared with 
tho razor. Y bosonght tho berber to Tok mo 
off, but without avail. It was tho opportunity 
of a lifetinio, and ho would not Thnit its dura- 
tion by any voluntary not. Wo had brought 
Tto with us, a nocessary precaution; other 
wiso before we could have mado our protest 
understood wo might havo had a fow bald 
placos artistionlly arrangod on oar loads, and 
porhaps our oyobrows shaved off in tho manor 
of tho Japanoso. 

Aftor amich harangaing, Tho indnood tho 
man to lot ano go, to the manifost disappoint 
mont of the orowd, who wore consolod only by 
sooing tho young gontloman from Clasxgow take 
tho ohwir, Linally tho harbor ohurygod ono and 
gightponco for his fiendish work, which, con- 
sidering wo had loft tho United Statox, soomod 
dear for a shave. Cho prico to a native would 
havo boon twoponco halfpommy at most, anil 
ho would, in addition, havo ad his ens nied 
nostvils shevod and his hair brushed mud oiled, 
This was noticoablo as tho. only attempt to 
chargo extra to a foroignor whieh camo undor 
ay porsonal notice in Japan. 

The streots of Kioto are not quite Bo 
donsely crowded as those of Lokio, bub there 
is nbowt thom the same air of good-liunoured 
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bustle. Kioto has the advantage of larger 
masses and greater variety of colour, In 
Tokio, Yokohama, and thoughout the north 
genorally, it is not good: taste to dress in 
colours. Tho. empress, it is true, comes ont 
on state occasions in a blaze of glory. But 
that ‘is tho exception. to her habitude, she 
being on other occasions dressed with the 
quiet good taste of Japanese Indios in tho 
north. Dark blue, unrelieved by any variety, 
is the ordinary walking dvess of the ladies, and 
womon in lower stations adopt the custom. 
The southern blood of the Kioto ladies revels 
in colours of brighter hue. 
A peacock is nothing to a Kioto girl out for 
' the day. A paroquet is more closely imitated 
in respect of plumage. Bright reds, violets, 
greens, and yellows are frequently seen adorn- 
ing the sume little person. Where matronhood 
suggosts grontor sobricty, the ayerago is struck 
with tho assistance of the baby. . Children are . 
“dressed. in the most fantastic stylo,. looking 
‘like: little cardinals as thoy play about: the 
“gtroots in long wadded robes of many colours. 
[tis notable that, whilst in the north women 
“and.-children carrying infants on. their back 
“wrap, them closely up within their. dress, so. 
“that nothing but a little round head is visible, 
the Kioto women, whilst obliged to enclose 
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tho babe within thoir germont, aro oavolul to 
leave hangitys looxaly onttido, i in fall view, tho 

chil’s clonk, A. purplo cloak picked out with 
rod antl lavishly fumed wp with yollow wh tho 
sloevor is too procious a gifb to bo withhold 
from the onjoymont of tho public. 

Thero aro somo pretiy girls in Tokio aud 
Yokohama, and thore aro somo ugly ones in 
Kioto, Might out of ovory ton gitly mot in 
tho strocts of Kioto aro good-looking, and fivo 
aro decidedly protiy, Choy wonr thoi hatr 
difforontly from thoir sisters in tho north, who, 
for tho imosé part, aro contont to observe the 
gonoral local custom of arranging ib in, a 
chignon ab tho back. In, Kioto a young Luly 
takes tho chignon pad, and instead of laying it 
flat to hor head, fixes it at right anglos, aftor 
which all Iinils of arrangomonts are poasiblo, 
Artificial flowors aro largely usod. bo comploto 
tho adornmont of the Kioto bollo’s hair Tn 
tho north, oxcopt on high fostive oocasions, 
this is very rare: girls thoro ara contont with 
thrusting a pin through tho chignon. — ‘Tho 
Kioto girl has sovornl pins, iu niddition to a 
gaily coloured lower, wired so that it muy 
stand a inch or two above tho topmost flight 
of hop hair. 

_ The chignon shares with tho obi the pro- 
vision of opportunity to tho Japanese Indy to 
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aisglay her woalth and her taste, Any amoiint 
of: money may bo ‘spoat in pins for the hair. 
The obi is the sash with'which both men and. 
women in Japan girdle their kimono, or out- 
ward robe, It. is made of silk, runs to’ great 
' length, is wottnd twice round the waist, and 
in the caso of ladios is made into a stupendous 
bow at the back, A Japanese girl can by o 
glance at the obi and the value of the ping in 
- the back hair reckon up the measure of afflu- 
ence enjoyed by a-lady she may pass in tho 
strect or meet in a tea-house, The obi fre- - 
-. quently costs more than the kimono. itself... 
Ito, from whom I have many confidences, 
tells mo that he gave thirteen and a half yen, 
‘equal to, about £2 12s, English, for his obi, 
- whilst his kimono only cost twelve yen. But 
“hen Ito is a man of luxurious habits in respect, . 
_ of his clothing. 
“she day after our arrival at Kioto he came : 
otj-in-a porfeotly new suit, the cont and | 
‘Wwidisteoat of rakish homespun, calculated to 
give him o sporting air, and a pair of plaid 
trousers, which I beliove he selected from his: 
. wardrobe as a delicate attention to the young 
gentleman from Glasgow. ‘These were happily 
saved when Ito was submerged in the bay at 
"Yokkaichi on: our way hither. What chiefly 
troubles Ito’s. soul now.is the condition of his ,, 
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shoos. Thoso word bonght now for this trip, 
and wore much admired in the soduetive 
hour of calm woathor when.wo wore shonming 
through tho wators of Yokohama Bay into the 
stormy Vasilis. Whon ho wont wador water 
his shoos of conse wont with him. On Land- 
iug al Yokkaichi ho gavo thom lo ono of the 
maidons bo dry, Sho seoms to have tkou the 
surosh mons bo that ond by publing thom in 
tho hibaichi, whoro w holo was burned oloan 
through tho sole. Tho, who, since wo sob forth 
on our jounoy, has recoived wilh calm rosig- 
nation the nows of tho burning of his house 
and tho imminont oseapo of dia “adder,” 
who has soarcoly inuemured against tho ovil 
fato which, having first tiod him with fire, 
wholnod tin in wator, is sorely taxol by this 
disasbor to his shoo, As wo woro taking our 
boots off bofore ontoring tho angiont tomplo of 
Hishi [Lou-Gwan, I siuw him gazing forlornty 
ab the ernol wound in his solo, 

Tho stroals in Kioto, with the oxaaphion of 
ono or favo thoroughifiros evossing the oily, 
aro ouriously narrow. Passing Ghrough samo 
lanos ina jinvikisha, it would have been almost 
possiblo to sib in tho niiddlo of tho road and 
holp yoursoll from tho stores displayed in the 
shops on eithor hand. ‘Tho bnildings aro vory 
low, xo much go thal, glancing down thoir 
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lengths, it seems as if: they wete all one story 
high. This, howovor, is not the caso, as on 
ontering thore is invariably found a low-ceiled 
‘anite of rooms up a stoop staircase. All the 
rools are doeply gabled, thero not being 
straight lino anywhore in view. In the bright 
sunlight and under the blue sky arched over 
tho city oven in theso November days, the 
stroots aro full of ploasant pictures. At night, 
when Chinese lanterns hang from shop fronts, 
and others go twinkling through the throng 
pendant on tho right-hand shaft of the jin- 
Pilsha, it looks like a scone taken from, a 
supetlatively woll-appointod stage. sak 
Thad hoard at Yokohama that everything 
was very doar at Kioto, but that doos not 
tally with my oxperionce. I know that among 
other invostmonts I paid a halfpenny to visit 
‘a Zoological Garden, and an uncommonly 
good collection ij was. Tho yard which con- 
tained it backod into tho surrounding houses, 
which, though porhaps objectionable on sani- 
tary grounds, suppliod opportunity to the 
residents for gratuitous observation on the 
mincing ways of the owl, the lofty manners 
of tho hawk, and the indolence of the young 
alligator. Also they could hoar through the 
livelong day tho momontarily repeated lesson 
of the parrot, as it was takon in the pro- 
VOL, 1, 24 
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priotor’s hand. Tho show waa “enn” by a 
family who divided tho Jabour, ono taking 
money ab tho gato, another stirring ap bho 
monkoy, a third making tho parrot talk, and 
othors showing round gonorally tho constant 
styoam of visitors. 

[tiobo is full of shops for tho salto of lacquer- 
work, ching, and bronzes. Those are worth 
visiling; bub [ liko beblov to stroll through 
tho shops of tho secondhand dealers, whore 
all kinds of miseollancous articles aro stored, 
and now and thon something worth picking 
up is discoverad, ‘Tho rain which esmo down 
in borronts yostorday has prasod off and the 
many colours which fll the shroets are glowing 
in tho stmuner sun, Tho storm passed away 
las nighb with a sunset of singular Doatuby ; 
soarcoly muy orimeson in the sky, only do wasb 
swlusod with rich goldon light, 

Tho morning view from the Yanni Uotel 
is vory bomutiful, ho hotol stands well up 
on wv hill onbowoered in treo. Fi tho valley 
bononth, almost hidden wader a veil of white 
min, lies the town. Boyond ib is a thicker 
cloud of imist through which rigo tho tops of 
hills, just boginning to glow ju the new-horn 
sunlight. Whilst tho aiist abill lion closely 
over tho town, hiding all trace of Inunan 
habitation, ib sooms us if we had gona back to 
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primeval timos, whon wator filled the valley 
and tho silont hills looked down upon the 
solitary lake. 

The Mikado’s palace, ono of the principal 
attractions for tho forcigner in Kioto, is now 
clogod to tho public, and, according to the pre- 
sent intentions of the authorities, will not be 
reopened. We wore favoured by a special 
disponsation, and had full opportunity of 
wandoring through tho palace. The rosidence 
stands within an area of twenty-six acres, 
intrudors boing kept off by a thick roofed wall 
of oarth and plaster. There are six massive 
gates, against which a mob unprovided with 
artillery might thunder in vain. Inside is a 
vast gravelled area, its bareness brokon here 
and thero by a few trees, Standing within 
the enclosure wo could see nothing of the 
town, the horizon above the height of the 
wall being broken only by the greon hills that 
girdlo it. A Turopean gardenor would make 
a paradiso of the place, with springy tw, 
fountains, and flowor-beds, But Japanese 
gurdoning runs largely to gravol, and whore 
wo have green rofeshing lawns Japan has 
barron stretches of gravel or soil beaten hard, 

On approaching the first room of the palace 
wo wore required to take off our boots, a core- 
mony proliminary to ontoring any building, 
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from a ton-honso loa tomple, Somotinies, in 
rospoot of the tomplos, tho game has turned 
out bo bo not worth tho slipper. There wns 
quibo a posso of wbboudanty dobnehod to aiecom- 
peny us through tho palaeo, whore ono inbelli- 
gonl man would havo done oquilly well. hoy 
wore dbbired in ordinary dapanoso dross, (hough 
T dara suy on foxbive oocasiana thoy proudly 
produce «® rumpled suib of black broadcloth 
and a pair of whilo colton gloves, such as 
thoir collonguos woro al tho review on tho 
Mikado’s birthday, and such os wuidortahors 
woar in Mnghuut. 

Ldo nob know why thoy should have boon 
prosont in such mambors, bub ib war evidently 
nob with tho intention of nucking bhomselvos 
usoful. Tho Governor of Kiobo lad politoly 
sont ono of his socrotarios bo aceompany us 
through tho palace. his gontlommn, with 
tho excossive courboxy of tho Japunose, would 
nob wlow us bo erry ow own boola. [hn sigh 
caso il sooMed not dmprobuble that some of 
the ablo-bodiod servants whe followed us 
about mighbh ourry a pair Bib that was not 
aidon Ghib occurred bo thom, wut plorsurable 
contomplution of the works of wb ti tho palace 
was disturbed by repowbodly coming upon the 
governor's: soorobury taking shork cubs wibh 
four pails of boubs wider his ux. 


TIE CAPITAL OF THE MIKADOS, 69 


We entered by a suito of apartments in 
which the daimios seoking audience of the 
Mikado ‘wero wont to assomble. There is a 
sorios of apartmonts known as tho chrysan- 
themum-room, the stork-room, and the tiger- 
room, in referonce to the subjects treated on 
tho panels of the sliding walls. Unlike tho 
rosidoncos of some soveroigns which the public 
are priviloged to gaze upon, hore are no mighty 
four-post bedstoads, no full-bottomed chairs, 
no tapestry, no carpets nor hangmgs, no poi- 
traits of ancestors ; nothing but tho bare room, 
with its thickly mattod floor, its artistically 
decorated walls, and its ceiling always of beau- 
tiful wood. ‘The absence of paint in their 
dwolling-houses compels the Japanese to seek 
colour and varioty in the gram of vanous 
woods, and withm their own countiy they find 
a rich field. ' 

The throno-room, reached from the wait- 
ing-rooms by a corridor, is a long bare apart- 
ment with a canopied chair set near the 
contre. The chair is lacquered and richly 
inlaid with mother-of:pearl. The canopy con- 
sists of white silk trimmed with deep border 
of reddish brown. At first sight it looks like 
chintz, As the attendants entered, they all 
bowed low to the empty throno, repeating the 
obeisance whonever they passed or approached 
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it. In this room tho now Mikado is solemnly 
onthroned, and hore, through suecossive Now 
Your's days, a long lino of Miknlos, now 
slooping in the dust, have given andionan to 
peers of tho rorlm. Jb is nob aelually tho 
siamo room, since tho palaces, as alrondy mon. 
tioned, has moro than oneo been destroyed 
by fivo. But it is built up again as nomly as 
possible a copy of tho old one, wibh tho samo 
provision for coromonial, Tmediately freing 
tho throno is a courtyard, accoss bo which is 
goinod by oightoon shops, ‘hors eorrespond 
with tho grados into whieh the imperial 
officials aro divided. 'hoxo who lave not 
yonchad tha dignily of boing allowed to sbundl 
on tho lowest sbop aro known as fi-ge, or 
“ down on the ourth.” 

A wall at tho back of tho throne is dividorl 
into panols, owsh containing four portraits of 
Shinoso sugos. Above those lang two ox. 
collont oil portraits of the Mikailo anid the 
eorpross. Hi uaab nab he mupposod bhib 
oibhor sacred porronige wonk throng) tho 
procoss of “pibbing”? for tho vulgar artist. 
Bub ovon a Mikado may, wibhovt suforing in 
his dignity, hold) communication with the 
sun, ‘This conceded, the ihustrious pair were 
photographed, and from tho photograph an 
ablo artist in Milan evolved the oil paintings. 
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Wo had boon pormittod to walk at-will over | 
tho throne-room, but whon we came to a suite 
of private apartments called the Ko-go-sho, 
one of the attondants was found to have 
sufficiont cnorgy to forbid ontrance. We 
night walk about tho verandah and look in 
ab tho beautifully painted panels, but the 
tread of a forcigner, albeit bootless, must not 
desacrate tho floor. This suite of rooms faced. 
a potty garden with maple trees glowing in 
reds and yellows, and a moss-grown stone 
bridge spanning a fish-pond. 

The On-mi-ma, ‘august three rooms,” is 
that portion of the palace where the Mikado 
was wont to watch the performance of the 
No playors. This placo is marked by a dais, 
raisod six inches from the ground, on which 
the Mikado sits. The stage is some distance 
off, and, a8 now, when not in uso is cut off 
from tho imperial apartments by & wooden 
hoarding. Amongst the decorations of this 
room is a wonderful group of horses, drawn 
with thoiy hoads and tails down, and their 
logs stifly pondant, in tho attitude a beast 
falls into when it is being lowered into the 
hold of s ship with a band round its belly. 
Japanese artists are groat in birds and flowors, 
but they ludicrously fail whon they come to 
draw any kind of an animal. 
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Tho Soi-rio-den is used ehiofly for lovéos, 
In ono of tho rooms w& cornor of tho floor is 
alvown overy morning wilh onrth, so that tho 
Mikado may worship his ancostors withoub 
dosoonding to the ground, Hxcept for the 
panols, sonto of tho callings, and tho boantiful 
wood used for doots and seroons, bhove in not 
much bo ablrach in tha palaco, Bub ib is iin 
possiblo to turn in any dirsotion without buing 
confronted with ovidonce of tho reveronco 
wilh which the porson of tho Mikado was 
yogardod, oven during bhe long portod whon 
ho was practically a prisonor of stato, eo 
crownod puppob of tho Shogins, 

Sovoroigns in Westorn sbiubos aro mora or 
loss sorvilely approvchod ns homin beings 
placod on lofty podostals. Tho Mikado was, 
anil in consilorablo monsure yob is, moro bhi 
a nunan boing. Ulis oflico was of horvouly 
ordinaiion ; and ho is doseendod through a 
Jong lino of porsonagos who figare in popular 
mythology, Tow long this will lust ib might 
not be friendly bo inquire. Bub, mdoubtedly, 
tho most suioidel blow tho Mihudo has astral 
ab his own mystic muthoviby foll whon ho signed 
tho dovree of compulsory Rational oduontion, 
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CHAPTER Y. 
TEMPLES AND WORSILIPPERS. 


Tnm many gods whoso shrines and temples 
stand thickly in all the towns of Japan, have 
grown into tho condition of deity almost under 
the oyos of tho people. They have been for 
the most part military heroes or prominent 
ministors under successive sovereigns. Had 
tho Duko of Wellington lived in Japan, ho 
would by this time have been a god, with his 
shrines and templos, his many priests, and the 
vin raining throughout the day into his grid- 
ironod monoy-box. So would Lord Nelson ; 
so would the first Duko of Marlborough ; and 
Lord Randolph Churchill, instead of busying 
himsolf with politics, might havo been abbot 
of the principal family shrino, It was thus 
that Michizane came to bo a doity, and to 
have his tomplo al Kioto and olsewhere, 
Michizane was third Minister of State to the 
Mikado towards the ond of the ninth century. 
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Tis mpid advance and Tis porsonal infliones 
oxciting tho joulonsy of wu colloagio momod 
Tokikiva, finally lod to his degradation and 
banishunont. Ifo diod in oxile and was bariod 
by tho roadside. As his body was boing 
cwtriod to tho eomeblory ina bullock one the 
animal stoppod, and sinoo ib could nob by any 
mons bo induced to go farthor, tho disgraced. 
ininistor was busied on the spob, 

Thore doos nob soom anything very oxi. 
ordinwy in this inoidont. ‘Tho reasonable 
conclusion would appoar to hoe that tho 
bullock was Urol, pouliaps Iuving boon out on 
a job enrlior in the day. Bub combined wibli 
obher portonts, the Mikado, troubled in his 
consolonco, se iu this aw honvouly sign. To 
withdrew the deores of banishment, eonforred 
his formor oavblily ranks upon tho dead an, 
and, withoub more to-do, mado a god of him, 

hoe bull which played so prominont we purt 
in ostablishing: Michizuno’s posthumous oureer 
is largely voprosonbod in hig tomplo wh Kioto. 
Amongst obhor modoly there aro twe, one ii 
black marble, wad the other a eurions spockled 
vo, Those bulls and all obluwe tnd about 
the tomplo are vevered with pollota of ehowad 
papor, east ab thom by devoboos. A mun or 
wonnut in doubt a to somo prrkiguhe eourse 
conlunplabed, ¢omos here, chews a bit of 
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paper, makes a pollot of it, and, standing at 
some distance, throws it at the bull, deciding 
according to tho spot on which the pellet 
sticks. Something akin to this pagan habit 
is found in England, where a man halting 
botwoon two courses detorminos them by 
tossing up a halfpenny, 

On the lofi, as the temple is approached, 
thero ig a curious picture gallery, with more 
bulls and other objects marvellously painted. 
Theso also are covered with pollets of chewed 
paper. Iwas much struck with one painting 
represonting two men in scanty clothing hold- . 
ing by a halter a livoly bay horse, Their 
astonishmont at discovering that the horse 
has a sky-blue eyo is vory graphically deline- 
ated. Curious-looking animals, understood 
to be tigers, are carved in great numbers. 
Whorevor thoy aro within reach they have 
pioces of paper string tied round their forelegs 
just abovo tho heol, which- gives them tho 
appearanco of tigers with their garters slip- 
ping down. The temple itself is like an old 
curiosity shop, full of mirrors and lanterns. 
At tho upper step, closo by a large cloth 
coverod with vin, an old man knelt in prayer. 
He was terribly in earnest, clapping his hands 
to arrest the attention of the god, wringing 
them with gestures of piteous entreaty, and 
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plonding ti broken voice for blessing or for- 
givonoss. At tho foot of tho steps wore hall i 
dovan nen nud women alse engaged tt prayer, 
Bub none had the earnostnoss of this old 
man, who noilhor sew nor howd anything 
around him, 

Tho Lomplo of Riyomidsu-dora, Lilo that 
at Asakusa, is approachod through m1 avenues 
crowded with lilélo shops aml pony shows, 
which givo it the appoaranes ofa tain, Ub was 
aféto day whon wo visited it, and a densp 
crowd was alyays passing up ov down, In 
tho porch of the bomplo, muongst obhor votive 
olfovings, was a large lock of gronay Dlaoh hair 
biol wilh sling to w wooden frame. ‘this, 
Tho oxplnined, was tho offoring of a mut 
who had peabably bean bao isuch given be 
drink. Do had come there, faking a vow Lo 
tbstin, and in bokon thereof had eub off hia 
liy and hung i}up. Anothor votive oflertig 
was a vivid pietaro of an explosion oni 
stommahip, with fall aesowit of tho celas. 
broplio, wid of tho providential oxenpo af dts 
pions volnry. lea litblo vecoua aloe ly bho 
albar, throes priosts waro driving a Jlowrishing 
wade ti tho sale of Ghamia. lor a penny | 
bought avo, ono warrantad bo hold ane Kenthos 
Tony ngains6 Uhunder, wil the obhor sewing 
for mio gonoral good fortune, 
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Bolove tho altar were seated a row of 
worshippers repeating the name of Buddha at 
tho rato of sixty times a minute, and marking 
off tho tallios with boads on a string, One 
man, & skillod practitioner, must have re- 
peatod the word a thousand timos whilst we 
looked on, working his hands about the while. 
With equal oxponditure of enorgy he might in 
‘tho sumo time havo knit tho foot of a pair of 
stockings, or mendod his clothes, or done 
somo othor uscful work, To one of the pillars 
before tho allar was attached a wooden box in 
which wero copios of Buddhist Scriptures. 
Worshippors coming in unprovided, took up 
one of thoso little books, said their prayers, re- 
tumed the book to tho box, and wont their way. 

At the other sido of tho altar was a large 
opon trunk, with innumerable bits of bamboo 
in it having writing upon them. I saw people 
ag thoy passed throw in a bit of stick, Ito 
explainod that this is one of the most honour- 
ablo customs of the Church. If a man has 
» at heart any special dosire, he will go to the 
tomplo, carrying with him as many bits of 
bamboo as he numbors years. On each he 
writes his name, ago, and tho object of his 
dosivo, Then ho makes the circuit of the 
temple as many times as he has lived years, 
praying Dofore overy shrine, and as he passes 
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tho woodon trank he throws in oue of tho 
piccos of bamboo. 

« for instaneo,” [to suys, “if F weaithod to 
got back my watch, whielt T Josh whon tis 
bout apsot in Yokkaichi Buy the ather day, 
would gob bwonty-ana pieces of bauihoo, aad 
go round bwonky-ono tines, Bub T wouldi’t 
do ib,” ho addod with slarn roxalvea, 

Tio is Shinto, and looks with conbanipt 
upon the suparstitions of bhe Buddhists, Yat 
ho is fll of charity, Tia © maddar,” loanbyz 
towards bho anctont fribh, Hho miudkes no atfort 
bo prosolytizo. tla oven allows the old lady a 
Jixod mon of money por wook, so bhad, ralioved 
fvom domestic Gares, sho may spond the whale 
of hor days in worship. 

And sho does,” Ilo saya in a tone of 
rosignation : “yoos oub carly in the mominy, 
comes homo whon tho Lomplo is shab wp, praey- 
ing all tho day.” 

Thia id a gommon oustone among tho old 
poople of tho Badddish faith.  lhaving olosnd 
thoir aesonnt wilh life, thoy dovelo their rue 
maining days, bo they Jow or many, bo pro« 
pilinting Buddha, woarying him with dueowsand 
prayer for adinibbunes inbo the heavenly sabe. 
Wo saw many of theso people in tho tonple, 
Two, wnoab old Indy and a still vigorous old 
ui, word nobicoable for tho businossliko way 
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in which thoy seb about their task. They had 
takon possossion of one of tho little chapels 
that abound in the temple, a small alcove with 
a shrine crowded with gods, and filled up with 
little trays boaring food, oach labelled with the 
namo of the donor, Both man and woman 
woro on thoix knoos, and each had a tiny 
wooden hammor with which they incessantly 
struck a small gong. Tho old man, with the 
selfishness of his sox, had in addition possossed 
himeolf of a large bronze bell. Tom time to 
time ho struck this, its sonorous notes drown- 
ing tho sound of the woman’s gong and fixing 
the atteution of Buddha exclusively upon him, 
All the whilo both man and woman rapidly 
prayed, the old gentleman occasionally break- 
ing forth in song, wilh most comical effect. 
Like Ito’s mother, they had come here in the 
onrly morning, and evidently meant to stay 
till tho place was closod. On a cloth before 
tho shrine was a handful of copper coins, 
doubtless the joint offormg of tho worthy 
couplo. Judiciously disiributod, a threoponny 


“bi, will go a long way in this kind of oxpendi- 


ture, and a day so spont nood not be costly, 

- Tn ono of the booths on tho way up we saw 
a sixing of legal curvoney which was chance for 
ahulfpeuny. Thore wero probably fifty motal 
coins on tho string, which aro thus prepared 
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for tho uso of tho chavitable, aud wltimatoly 
find their way to the pockets of tho bogus 
who in this port of tho islead swan about 
tho tomplos. A. Low proos further on, right 
opposity a large shrino, was a plonsnnd bon. 
houso, ovorlooking tho valloy,  Lforo women 
word sitbing on bho amiutbed Moor, gossiping 
ovor thimblofils of toa, Tron this place we gob 
aastviking viow of tho slructure of the bomple, 
whieh is built into the side of the hill, the 
oubor walls boing supported on Inrge woodorn 
pilos.  Botwoon tho toa-housdo td the alsove, 
whore the old pooplo prayed and Inmmmorod 
away nb tho gong, wv prnol drawn broek disclosed 
throo womon sitting over a hibuchi smoking 
pipos, Noxt door was anothor lithe ehapol 
with two old women mid one young ono bowl 
ing gongs and suying loi prayors, 

Situabod vf Uo southern side of bho eity is 
Nishi Wou-Cowaneji, the ehiof gomplo of the 
wostom. Dranol of this seeb of Buddhisu, 
Yho presong Iuilding is noarky theres lindrt 
yours old, aud ia a aplonlicl spoednon af tha 
wrehitochure of tho thine. Unlike tho gaudy 
tomplos ai Nikko, tha wood mid stone work 
aro loft in bhoir natural colony, whieh oontarios 
have toned down to a soft grey. A fontitre 
peculiar to tho bample is tho extunsive auite of 
stole upethinonts, La those tho priusty recvive 
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distinguished guosts, from tho Mikado down- 
wards. Tho largost room .has its panels 
docoratod with paintings of storks by famous 
artists. ‘hore avo also somo wonderful spooi- 
mons of carved storks about the woodwork. 
Tho various rooms which, in addition to being 
connectod by a long corridor, open into oach 
othor by sliding panols, are oach decorated 
with a special dosign: one chrysanthomums, 
anothor peacocks and chorry trees, a third 
with marvellous Chinese landscapes on a 
doad-gold ground. 

Outside the tomple is a gateway, which’ 
formorly bclonged to a Shinto temple, but, as, 
froquontly happens with sections of temple 
buildings in Japan, it was transported hither. 
Thore is much carving on this gateway, the 
figuro on ono of tho panols telling a pretly 
story. Kiyo-yo, having had a proposal 
modostly mado to him that ho should resign 
tho throne, is hore figured in tho act of wash- 
ing tho oar that has sufforod tho indignity of 
recaiving tio proposal. So gront is tho insult 
that nothing lows than 2 watorfall will servo 
tho cloansing purpose. The artist accordingly 
putg in the watorlall pretty thick ; but Hastorn 
fancy doos not stop hore. A little farthor on 
are tho figures of a man and a cow, the lattor 
drinking from a pool below tho watorfall, The 
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man owns tho cow, and ho is glaring xpon 
Kiyo-yo for thus polluting the walor whieh 
his cow was drinking, [6 cannot contain his 
rage ab Uw thouglib thet his gow alond, ovon 
altor a waborfull, drink fron. a strom tainted 
with such m proposal, 1 do nob know any- 
thing in Western liborabura or art that can 
go boyont this in oxprossing contompl. 

Tho Japanese painbors do not fall short 
of tho artists in wood in reproducing wabor 
affects. Ono of thoso stable apartments is 
Imown as tho wave-room, ho wills aro 
covorod wilh printings of dasporate sais, look- 
ing ab first sight liko agelomorntions of Tops 
roundod ab tho head aud bulging oub in tho 
middle, On tho ooiling, in every panal, Ghar 
isa frooly drawn object, whieh | thought was 
monnt bo roprosent large sholls of a apocios 
unknown fa Groat Beilain Chose are, how- 
over, waves, aud ib is tho glory of tho artint 
that, though thoro aro over a iundead, eneh 
ono is trod a differnt way on horrible sight 
for The, who hay nob yob got over hik ox. 
porioncos by som. Tho blomplo itself Hla all 
bolouging bo this purtioular seed, in very pbuin ; 
this charactoristio being so markod that it 
night ulmost bo taken for a Shinto bomplo, 

Ié was closo upon fow o’¢look whon we 
wrivod, wut ab the stroke of the hour a priest 
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appeared and drew tho gilt shutters across 
tho altar, With tho punctuality that marks 
tho movomonts of the British workman at the 
dinner-hour, he shut out from furthor doyo- 
tion for tho day ® young man who, conscious 
of boing lato, had boon vigorously praying. 
Thoro woro threo shrines, and as one was 
slosod by tho businoss-liko priest, the young 
man hopped off to the other. When the last 
panol of the last shrine was closed, ho skipped 
across the matted floor to the open door, 
where ho had left his clogs. Wo passed on to 
tho Amida Do, and thore, beforé the yet open 
shrine, knolt tho industrious young man, 
Close by this tomple is a pavilion, named, 
in tho Japanose language, after the flying 
slouds. This was to mo one of the most in- 
toresting buildings in Kioto, for here, more 
than two hundrod years ago, lived in the flesh 
Elidoyoshi, an able and valiant Japanoso, who 
left his mark deeply cut in the history of his 
country, Apart from this porsonal connoction, 
tho building is attractive by ronson of its age, 
Tn «a city poriodically burned, this narrow, 
lofty building has stood unharmod, It is sot in 
an old-fashioned gardon, dark with the shadow 
of anciont trees, and crowdod with conifers, 
Thero is a pool, in which grow gold fish of 
prodigious sizo, hoy seom as if they had 
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boon born in Ilideyoshi’s time, and Tad beon 
slowly growing evor sinco. 

Tho place is in tho oustiody of an old 
gontloman, tho nimblost for his years 1 over 
lookod won. TLo was dressed in an old brown 
kimono, shapod after tho fashion of a monk's 
gown. Ifo wore no hat, had not shaved for 
many days, and was in a sivto of spasmordio 
oxoitiemont ab sight of bheoa Mropouns, who 
would probably tip him before thoy loft, Wo 
wore in constant dangor of losing him, as he 
gonovally van aloud through the winding walls, 
voburning to find us sinnding Deluiod, (is. 
cussing by which turn ho Tu disnppenrad, 
Ho was into tho house like a ahot, and before 
wo had ronchod tho door lo Inul aponed the 
nidlo of a room, end was lowly clapping his 
hands over the pool hana, This looked 
liko activo Linney; bub ho was only oalling 
tho fish, who eano up tudor tho window in 
shoals. ; 

A. stoop staircase, with atopa abou twieo 
tho ordinary hoight, lod up, room ever roo, 
to the topmos& story, whors wis Lideyorhi's 
bedroom, Tt was of course Inve, dah there 
word sono curious and irteresting panels on 
tho walls roprosonting the old oles in wonder 
ful costumos, thoir skirts swellor out by axag- 
sorubod orinolines. Ono, with uw enrtously 
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flattonod look, was squatted on tho floor, under 
w weight of clothos that seemed to preclude 
the possibility of his over getting up again. 
Elo was, Ito said, “somothing’ under Hide- 
yoshi,” and indood he did look sat upon. 
Another panel hold all that was left of a view 
of I*uji, faded now almost to nothing. Some 
Japnnoso humourist has called it “the Fuji 
‘of good manners,” because in order to. catch 
. its dim outline you must bend low. 
Hideyoshi’s, bath is on the ground-floor, 
just as he loft it when he was steamed for the 
last fimo. It is a somewhat elaborate con- 
trivancé, with a furnace and pipes for con- 
voying tho steam into the box in which. the 
groat man used to sik and parboil himself. 
This humble domestic appanage seemed, to 
bring one very near to old Japan. Tt was as 
if Hideyoshi had but just stepped out after 
taking his bath, as if the Shogun’s empire, 
with its blindness, its ignorance, its feudalism, 
and its ferocity, wore still a living thing, and 
the new Japan, with its railways, its telegraphs, 
its post-office, its sysiom of national education, ' 
ita liberal foroign policy, and its coming House 
of Commons, a disordered droam. ; 
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CHAPTER VI. 
TH NEW BMPIRE IN THE WuAT, 


Dura my stey in Japan, [had tho advantage 
of many intorosting convorsations, both with 
Me, Inouyd and Mr, Tho, on tho condition wid 
prospools of this interosting country. In 
ordor to onable mo bo require ful mid vcen- 
rato knowlodgoe on tho subject, tho Moreign 
Ministor laid all the departments of tho Stite 
andor contaibubion, aud EF recaived from oneh 
Alabomonls whieh contain tho litart and moxt 
aoanralo sbabistion of the Grado, conumerag, atl 
gonoral condition of the ompira, 7 heave 
thrown thou logether in the prosoub hapten, 

Imperial lanity and Covernment. ho 
dynasty of tho ompiro of dapat wet oxbals 
lishod by the Hanpevor dinuun, in 6600 we, 
and bo tho throno have sueeesolod, fram pan. 
ration bo gonoralion, the siamo dynasty with 
out interruption up lo the prosenk line, 

In tho twolfl century the imperial power 
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oneo doolinod, and tho political power of the 
empiro Sell to tho hands of tho succossive 
military chiofiains (shoguns), namoly, Gengi, 
Tlojio, Ashikaga, Oda, Toyotomi, and Toku- 
gawa, lor tho potiod of about sovon hundred 
yoars. In 1868 tho prosent Govornment 
alvippod tho Bakulu Governmont of its politi- 
oul powor, and thus achioved tho restoration of 
tho imporial power. In 1871 all the daimios 
roturned thoir torritorios 10 tho emporor, and 
thus tho political administration has become 
uniform, 

Tho present omperor was born at Kioto on 
Novombor 8, 1852, and succeoded to the 
throno of his father, Komei Tenno, on January 
9, 1868. On tho 28th of Decomber of the same 
yoar, tho daughtor of Ichijio Fuziwara Tadaka 
daizin was made the empress. Sho wag born 
at Kioto on tho 28th of May, 1850. 

In rogeard to tho imporial suecossion 
osinblishod according to tho usagos of anciont 
timos, tho rule of primogonituro is observed 
whonover bho roigning cmporor dies. Fomales 
imay algo succeod to tho throne, and thoro are 
many oxamples whoro thoy havo dono so, 
TC the throne becomos vacant by roason of 
tho death of tho reigning omporor, leaving 
no issue, ono of tho mombors of tho four 
imperial branch lamilios may be chosen as 
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tho imperial snecossor, ‘Those four bemneh 
fumilich heave nob only the sie origin 
or common ancostor, bub also duwe been 
closely connosted with onoh other by moar 
riago. ‘Tho imporial oxponses aro fixed uh 
tho amount of 1,718,785 yon for thea year 
188+, 

Tho ompiro of Japan is an absolita 
monwehy. Tho logishtive, oxeoubive, ad 
judicial powors all bolong bo tho onporor, wand 
tho Daijio-Kuwan, whore bhe omporoy prosidos 
and docidos upon all the Govermmont allairs, 
is tho offteo of tho oxoctbive aint logishibive 
powors whore all tho tiportund alirs of the 
ompiro avo suporvisod, Tne this oflies thers 
aro ono Dajio-dnijin or prio dninister, one 
Gadaijin, ono Udaijin, and several Cabinet 
Sangis. This usual that those Cubinot Sangria 
act respoctively as the hoads of tho various 
oxoobive doprrtimoents, 

In tho prosonb thao there axiviay no fixed 
domareation betwoon thi logishttiva anil 
exocutive branchos of the Goyermmont. Git 
the Gonvoin or Senato, estublishad in) 1874, 
discuss Ute logistubive afteira, and Ce roads of 
bhoiy discussion becomes lew by the sanetion 
of bho omporor, afbor ib ins passed the Gabined. 
In Juno, 1888, tho numbor of senbors was 
bhirty-sovon, bub thove is no Tiuibation in thoir 


1 


TI NEW EMPIRE IN THE WEST. 89 


numbor, as tho usage is that thoy are chosen 
from among those who havo rendored remark- 
ablo sorvicos to tho Stato, 

Tho Sandi-in, or conseil Vétat, ostablished 
in 1881 as a part of tho Daijio-Kuwan, has 
both tho logislative and oxocutive branches, 
makos drafts of the exocutivo affairs and of 
yulos and rogulalions, and discusses all drafts 
submitlod by tho heads of the respective 
departments, and tho rosult of their discussion 
is submitted to tho Sonate. It also judges all 
tho adininistrativo controvorsios. In June, 
1883, tlo number of the members and. assis- 
lant imombors was twelve and twenty-nine 
rospactively, 

Tho oxocutive branch of tho Government 
‘is divided into ton departmonts, namely, 
foreign, intorior, financial, army, navy, 
educational, agriculture and commerce, public 
works, judicial, and imperial houschold dopart- . 
ments. ‘ho local govormmont affairs aro 
vosbod sololy in tho hands of tho chiji of fu 
and vei, or profoct of kon, tho whole empire 
_ baing divided into 8 fu and44 kon, In each 
Ju and kon thoro is ono chiji or one rei. 
Also fu and kon aro divided into 2 number of 
ku, or districts, and gin, or counties, respec- 
tively, in oach of which ku or gin there is its 
chiol transacting tho local affairs. 
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In 1872 all tho chijis and voix wore called 
lo hold meeting ab Tokio, tha meebiiyy boing 
eallod © Ghihokwwyan Knigi,”? or dhe mooting of 
tho local governors, bho chiel sulljoet of their 
didaussion being the tases. 

By tho imporiay decreo promulgated in 
‘1873 was covised tho old systom of luxation of 
tho wholo ompiro, tho revision having eon. 
stimod tho poriod of seven yours. Tn oneh of 
tho yours of 18765, (878, 1870, [8K1, ohiji aud 
roi wore eallod to hold moolings bo disenss tho 
local oxcoutivo allairs, 

In J879 fa and kon assomblios wero 
openod, the mombors boing olected hy voles 
and -vestod with tho powar of dixenssing tho 
solo affair of tho adjustment of Une lool faxes, 
Bub the approval of chiji or rei must be 
obtained to oxeeulo tho vest of their dia. 
oudsion, Whon chiji or rot thinks that dis 
approval could not be given to if, lie submits 
his vonsona for ih ta bho Minato of ble 
Iiborior for bis diroetion. 

Thoso who ave qualified to ha eleated 
ammonibors of Gach fa or kon assembly must be 
mon of over lavenby-five: yours of age, living’ 
in onolt fo or ken over blows yours, and 
paying buul jaxes upwards of lon yen. hose 
who tre qualified bo clack sueli mothers nanst 
be amen of over twenty yous of tyge, living 
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in such fu or kon, and paying land taxes to 
tho amount of fivo yon. Thoso who are 
qualified to olocl mombers wore 1,809,610 in 
situnbor ab the ond of the yoar 1881. Of this 
nunbor, those who wore qualificd to be eleated 
woro 870,347. 

Hducation and Religion—On Decomber 
81, 1881, tho statistics of schools, high schools, - 
nonual schools, univorsity of Tokio, schools 
for special branchos, and schools of all kinds, 
are as follows :— 

















Nunc “Leachors, Students 
ind of mod Ee ee 
Sohpole, 
Malo | Tomalo | Total, Male, Temale Total, 
Achoots .....4 28,908 | 74,478 {| 2,106 | 70,969 1888, 188 | 788,691 | 2,616,879 
Tigh solioola| = L78 oat WW} O8t] 12,111 204 12,316 
Normul 
sohools ve) G48 GG | 602 1057 718 5,275 
University 
af Tokio. 2 1B6 - 185 2,086 ~ 2,035 
Sohouls for 
apeolnl 
Inanches,., 08 O76 — 076 8,705 BL 8,820 
Nohoula of 
all Kein. 1,026 | 2,026 572] 2,608) 51,187 } 18,078 72,200 
Talod vorf 10,278 jean yi {89,218 [1,961,878 |752,720 | 2,717,608 
nim me Lbs melee we wk eae 














Among thoso schools, some are maintainod 


by tho Govornmont oxpenses, or tho State 
daxos; somo by Su and ken oxponses, or the local 
taxes and tho money collected from the public 
in such fu and ken; and some by private 
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donations, hoy aro callod reapoebively tho 
govornmont, public, and private schools, the: 
nuabor of onch of which aro xbibodk i 
follows :~-- 





Kbul, Cnvsronut Vublh. Vilvate ‘Vutal, 

Haltonls sesrserees d SBE au SHON 
Tigh aehoot econ 1 164 ft 17 
Normel sebont,, u OR 7 
7 ” 





University ot ‘1 ‘ikl 8 
Rohl tor speehl 








Duanohey cases i i tt (1K 
Sehools of all tein . wmst tha kOe 
Potul sve seats | wt | HTH aud wnt 


Ot thoso sehoola, those whieh aro under 
tho suporvision of ohiji mul rei are public 
sclwolk, which aro the foundation for bhe 
oxtonsion of tho oducation of the whole 
country, and considered as iaportanh olo« 
monts of tho odnenbional stvbistios, Cone. 
gnontly those who alhond, and there who 
do nol athond, the sehooly, togethar with . 
the shale of the income and espendifive of 
tho schools, aro indigatod ms follows, 

In 1880 81 the compurivon of those who 
wibain tho ago of abtauling Kehool (from fall 
dix yours bo fll fourteen years) with Kehool 
hoya and girle among bhasa whe iublain attelt 
nso in ws follows ~° 
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Numbor of students attutning the Number vf students who attend y 
ago to attend goals. soliaol on attaining age, spices sto atten 
Lerlud, - meh Cae Mier esory hundred of 


a thoxo who at 
Male Tanale, "Tatat Male. Female, | Total auch pe 





aso | 2,878,008 | 2,66 1,088 | 6,689,196] 1,000,277 | 881,573 12,271,850} 41-06 
raat | 2,911,727 | 2,700,280 | 6,015,007] 1,747,181 | 660,195 /2,418,586} 42°08 





During tho yoars of 1880-81 the annual 
educational. incomo and oxponditure by the 
local taxos and the money collocted from the 
public aro as follows :-— 











Porto, Annual income. Annual oxpenditure, 
Yon. You. 
1880 8,728,017 6,881,008 
188 9,698,068 7,002,029 


In 1881 tho number of students of such 
public schools was 2,582,626, and their 
educational foos amounted to 404,287 yen 
(tho poor nob being required to pay fees). 
Tho proporty of thoso schools, adding the 
valuo of tho lands and houses bolonging there- 
to, amountod in value to 10,762,604 yen. 
During tho samo yoar tho amount of money 
gratuitously givon for educational oxpenses 
is D77,26L yen; and bosidos, land and houses 
aro in soi oases given. 

Tho roligion is of two sects, namoly, 
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Shintoiam and Boddhism, Tn TR8t, of the 
Shinto Kiyadoshiyoku, or Shinto pronehers, 
tho number of mule pronchors in 07,756, maid 
that of fomale pronshors 95, OF bho iombor 
of dinciples, alos wre (299, fomaloa 8. OF 
tho Buddhish Kiyodoshiyoku, or Duedidhint 
prouchorx, imelos nro 75, E01, fomalos CEs; 
and of tho nmanbor of thoir diseiplos, minlos 
avo 19,661, foinlos W817. ho Tower elissos 
of poople are gonorally holievora in Britdhisn. 

Annual Ireome and Mapendtiture. “ho 
incomo for tho fisenl your onding in dune, 
L881, was 69,920,508 yon, and the axpondibura 
of tho samo poriod 68,170,808 yon, Tho 
oshimabod income for tho year ending in dune, 
1882, was 68,573,005 yon, and that for the 
your onding in duno, A883, 66,811,122 you, 

Sourees of Revenues Mo oxporliture for 
oach of the suid two yours estimated in the 
budgot is equal in amount bo the revenue. 
Tho soureos of yeyoto and lranehes of 
oxpondibure ostimeated te the bndget for tho 
financial yous onding duno, IH81, tru ay 
follows: -- 


TRhyrnur. 
Souroos of ravenna. Wattles, 
; Yen, 
Jusloma ts eet oe oe BGO NIG 


Tend x oa oo on Pm EMULE) 
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Souroos of revenue, 


Tax on mincs i vet tae 
Tax on revenue of Tlokkaide a 
‘Tax on alcoholis liquor, oto. ae 
Tax on tobacco a ia ie 
Starhps ee sa one we 


Post-offleo slampa aes an 
Stamp peper used for suit .., te 
Ship duty... a on tee 


Cartiage duty aa aad a 
Miscollancous dutios.., a ‘a 
Minoral produco oa “6, 
Railways a. vs fess 4 ase 
Tologiaphs on on in 
Mint... aie ite vee te 
Miscollanoous rocoipta on us 


Gontingont income. ae 


Poin yovonuo gue 


TExpenpirurn, 
* Branches of expenditure, 
Nelomption of publio dobt ... on 


Oivil list of tho omporor and allow- 
ances to olhor mombors of tho 


impouial family ... ee i 
Tonsions is on 4 an 
Council of slate wn on 
Ministry of Poroign ‘Allaixe... fae 

x Interior... we ae 
an Finance ... ys au 
si Wars. ie tee 
i Maino ... os on 


4 Public Mint... ou 


Estimated. 
Yon. 


15,878 
864,108 
16,768,135 
974,199 
886,336 
2,250,000 
121,642 
136,181 
441,549 
2,168,582 
240,041 
1,160,088 
30,144 
397,811 
1,848,609 
1,662,801 


75,606,059 


Fatimoted, 
Yon. 


28,891,687 


1,748,785 
412,740 
882,232 
195,210 
639,225 
669,829 

10,105,872 

3,081,602 
985,085 


96 
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Dronohes of exponliture, Vxtinmted 
Yen. 

Ministry of Agiionliae and Com 
moreno ies ua OA OF 
i; Publio Works o. ae AUR 
33 dusties ., ee we 2,070,0h0 
6 Tnperial Honsohold AQT ABO 
Sonata " ery we me "185,600 
Logation mid coaniniilaty nt ie GAB 
Tax collection office . nas ace O44 3H7 
Gnstom horse wae ie it BOL NTL 
Post-offlee on. ve aes wee Bb, 000 
Fnand kon... iy cae vee B09 
Volico and prison as ws ve ULRA TTR 
Shinto shrine ws wus ar TOI 7AM 
Ropaits in oilies and profeoknoy ROD, TAA 
Vand for olan itihlo prepores oe £200,000 
Mineollancons oxponiee a, te HO7 04 
Contingent oxponscr ws we EbA HH 
Total oxponditure we Thy 608, nit) 


Among tho sonreos of rovonuo, the most 
important ix tho land tax, Von youn age 
the soureo of revenue had bean land tax 
dono, Although tho land tax has gradually 
boon rodueod through tho fand tax reform, 
aut tho system of dnposing ofher kinds of 
taxes hes boon tibradnecd, still at pronarth 
land tax amounts bo fof ihe tobal rovento, 
An avorago rato of tax imposed on every 
ono tan (about a quutor of an vere) of 
rico felt is ono yon aml sixtoon sony thirhy. 
gix son for ovoery ono tun of dry fivkd; 
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and ninoty-sovon son for ovory one tan of 
residence. 

Of the wholo population, tho ownors of 
somo, of those throe kinds of land are more 
than 6,003,000 in numbor. 

Tho least amount of tax paid by coach of 
thoso ownors is ton son. 

Tho public dobt is of two kinds, namely, 
tho homo and tho foroign, Tho home debt 
was made up as follows, July, 1883 :— 


‘ 








Homo debt. Yon, 
4 por cont. oe ow ve '10,862,925 
5 Peery toe one ow 46,281,875 
6 ” on ory ves we 42,851,645 
q ” vee oo ve we 107,618,245 
8 ry vee on oe 8,481,850 
10 ” on a vee or 9,182,610 
Total oy on ws 219,614,150 
‘Without iNorost ... isi aie 8,555,196 
* "Total ay) ise on 228,169,846 
Papor monoy in circulation oe: 98,290,852 
Total homo dobt wy 326,450,608 


A groat part of this dobt was loft to the 
presoni Government for redomption by tho 
formor princes of difforont provinoos. 

Tho foroign dobt of Japan was raised in 
Tingland. It comprises a nine per cent. loan 

YOls Ls 26 
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of €1,000,000, ikkuiod in 1870, which has now 
ul boon redoomoed; and a sevon por cont. lonn 
of 22,400,000, contracted ab the price of 224 
in Januiwy, 1873, whieh Jas gradauly boar 
roducod, and whieh stood ab tho amount of 
£1,826, LOO in January, 1881, 

Banks. At tho ond of tho your 188! tho 
nunbor of tho publio banks was 148; of tho 
private, 90; of spocio lanky, t; and ober 
companios which had kept somo chirnoboristion 
of bank, 869, Tho publie banks and tho spocio 
bank aro chartorod by tho Govornmont, 

Tho spocio bank was ostablishod in’ the 
yoar L890, wilh Uo oortifiertion of the Govern. 
mont; and ils Gapilal anomibod bo 8,000,000 
you. ‘Tho tobal cnpital of tho ninoby privabe 
benks amounted to 10,447,000 yon; and thu 
of guasi banks lo 6,896,000 you (January, 
1882), 

Army and Navy Afbor tho disypponmneo 
of tho foudal systom in dapen, tho system ol thes 
rogular army was inbeodacod by tho imperial 
doeroo of rooruilament in the yer N72, aad ib 
was amondod in 187), Tb was thoraby ordered 
that overy man, oxeopl tho eldast son or 
ermidaons, and also thoko who had received a 
highor odueation, may be callod up from the 
ago of twenty by lot. Those who are ented 
up shall bo distyibuted bo their respective 
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military stations, and must remain for throe 
yoars in the rogular army. Tho soldier who 
has passod through tho regular army must 
be for throo yoars in tho army of resorvo, with 
liability to bo called upou onco for annual 
practice, and to bo incorporated in tho regular 
army in tho timo of war or other like con- 
tingent evont, Leaving the army of resorvo, 
the goldior enters the militia for four years, 
with liability to be callod upon, at a conveniont 
place, once for annual practice, and to be called 
up in the time of war or othor like event, after 
tho army of resorve has been incorporated in 
tho regular army. 

Evory man, from tho ago of seventeen till 
his fiftioth your, is enrolled in the Landwehr, 
which body is only called upon for defensive 
servico in time of invasion. 

The strongth of tho Japancse army in 
Deoombor, I88L, was, including reserves, 
noarly 104,000 mon, 

Bosidos thoro aro oighty-five in tolograph 
troops; 860 in tho military colloge for com- 
missionod officers; 850 in tho military collogo 
for non-commissioned officers. 

Theso form tho whole number of soldiers 
since the passing of tho law of recruitment. 
Bofore tho passing of this law there ‘was the 
rogular army, which consisted of 400,000 
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chizaku. Among thant thare ara a gronul many 
who aro slill Gib for the military sorvioo. 

For the naval sorvico volunteors from the 
wo of fiffoon to twonty-five are onllod up. 
Tho form of tho sorvico is) oibher five or 
Hovon yours, ‘Cho voluntoors may profor oithor 
of tho bwo allornatives. ‘Those who dosire to 
be still in service ab bho ond of tho fixed born 
aro alowed to bo in servicw for byery throo 
yours. 


Arew and Population, 


Ragnitattary 
Aa, 
eat, Bite 


Tfonabia wid fedutntee toe [ Aaqite ch 

Longing Unrate srecoeced E102 08 27,090,779 | BROT TON 
Hhiukoku ml die yay TRA Wybv L4H DTW 
Kinghut and ditto yo... SY Aa) ONT TROL OH TOG NT 
Tolekutle wud Ghishimn . ANSON L VTE 


PoltLscuneneenened 2WALOL P aeksimyann anzaauit | 














In the above table QU 700 sqaara vi is 
oqual bo 48,156 square inilor, 

Tho spesiliontion of population, according 
to the oxtimate of dumury, (882, is as fol. 
lows —Malo, 18,598,998 5 fommnlo, 18,101,180 3 
mumbor of houds of Lunilios, 7,58 19865 avernyss 
number of porsons fa funily, lh. At the 
samo bine, the wunber of loreign ruvidutibs is 
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—malo, 5179, and female, 1008, making tho 
total of 6187 poxsons. 

Thero aro no recont statistics of tho 
number of married porsons ; but according to 
tho ostinato of January, 1876, there were 
6,718,288 husbands and 6,718,288 wives, and 
20,901,828 others, making tho total of 
84,838,404 persons. 

The following shows tho number of births 
for six years; but the distinction between. 
logitimate and illegitimate births is not 
clear :— 





Yea. Mate. | Temale, ‘Total. 


1876 461,209 | 498,017 | 902,016 
1877 455,580 | pis20 | 800,618 
1878 449,741 | 425,180 874,888 
1870 449,550 | 426979 | 876599 
1880 462,u27 | 491,257 | 88a,5R4 
1881 476,861 | 404170 | 011,818 





Tho following is tho number of deaths for 
tho same poriod :— 





Year, Mate. Temate, Total, 








1876 910,821 296,608 618,022 
1877 821,782 205,574 620,106 
1878 814,083 288,014 603,277 
1879 374,102 $16,507 720,969 
1880 818,608 289,387 808,055 
1881 851,164 884,000 686,004 
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‘Tho cities containing a population of moro 
than £00,000 azo as follows January, £882) + 


Tokio, in Musashi provinces us we BRANDT 
Kioto, in Yamashive provineo os ve SUNS 
Osalea, in Sottan provineo say oe BGR 
Nagoya, in Owari provinco va ve FER ANO 
Kanagawa, in Saga provinoo .. ve 107,021 


By tho Poor Law promulyatod ba U87d, ib 
is provided that to onch holploss porson, ar o1o 
above soventy or below fifboon yours of ago, 
and who, boing eripplod, is not whlo to do uny 
work, ona koku aul gighh ta of risa shall 
bo appropriatod ovory yout. In caso of wa 
wbundonod child, tho smo quiatbiby of rise ik 
givon to any porson who brings if up nnbil ib 
roachos thirtoon yours of age, Bosides this, 
in ovory losality, some funds avo kopt to holp 
pooplo suforing from ealamity, Tn Takto 
thore ig a poor house supporbod by local 
baxabion, 

Rho following tublo shows how the Tan 


lios -— 
Avyim, 

Rigo Mild crass ee Gell REL 
J or pede cece AL HL 
Private proporbion ; Tomostand veccsere Abe LS 
[Meanie oul foreni Lee fit 
RRO UPAILUYg 
aeores LSE ELS 


Wild plain,, 

DPublio [or0Hb saeser cee ste senna vee ne ee 
Thoro aro, besides, no sual portions of 
Crown laud which wre tomuitud by the people, 








TR NEW BMPIRD IN THE WEST, 108 


but statisiies aro wanting. The principal agri 
cultural products in 1880 wero as follows :— 


Bushel, 
Rico 4. fas we ve 155,629,409 
Barley ... vet on ne 62,049,940 
Beans ... 4a ie ee 10,705,717 


The annual incomes of both the Govern- 
ment and privato forests are not known. At 
prosont the Government forests have in pos- 
session trees of one foot in circumference 
to tho numbor of 1,860,491,648. 

Tho oxportation of tho principal agrioul- 
tural products in 1881 was :— 


Pounds, 


Rico ow a ee wa 14,208,128 
Barloy .. on Ar PY 601,476 
Beans .. a one one 2,547 


Tho numbor of oattlo is very small. In 
1880 tho cows and oxon numbered 1,124,564, 
and tho horsos, 1,605,643. 

Tho principal products of the fisheries are 
whales, sardinos, homings, katsuwo [bonito ?], 
cuttlofish, cod, and salmon. In 1880 tho total 
number of fishors was 1,601,406—848,288 
malo and 763,118 female. Number of fishing- 
boats, 190,045. 

By a notification of 1882, all the mines 
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of the country have boon declared Govern. 
maut praporby, Some of than: ara warked hy 
the Cfovornmont, aad obhoers by private indi« 
viduals. Ab prosont there avo twelve af tho 
formor and 8579 of tho Intbor. 

Tn L881 tho whole exponse of tho mining 
works, bobh Govornmontal and private, wis 
6,016,621 you, while tho quuntiby of tho oros 
obbaiued in tho suane your was as follows t+ 


Galt an : 10,008 araiees, 
Silvor .. te ae 822,008 ,, 
Coppor ss wae 10,878,080 porn, 
Jion — te 18,528 lonn 


Goul on as iva BHLBUL ,, 


Vixports havo steadily inevansod duaeing the 
throo yoars ending L882, the last dato avail 
abla, fn L880 tho tobal-veliie of oxporls wis 
ovor 27 million yon; in LSB! ib lad risen to 
ovor §0 million, and in J882 ilowes 87 prmaidion, 
On the contrary, imports have ducranied 5 cho 
viluo tL £880 boing 862 anillion yon, in TART 
little ovor BL million, aid br LA82 considerably 
loss thau 80 qnilion, Railways nud dolograplis 
avo aboadily advancing, and the lolophone ia 
also making wey. Tho cirowation of tho 
lobtor post ia ono of tho best tests of i nabion’s 
advance on the path ogdiviliaution, In 1881 
tho bobal amuber of ] ius, pesboards, Rowse 
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papors, books, and samplos circulated through 
tho post was 74 millions. Tu tho next year it 
had vison Lo over 90 millions, and has gono on 
jnoroasing wp to tho presont dato. Japan has 
225 nowsprpors, with au agegrogato salo of over 
374 iuillions. 





4 
4 
j 
F 
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CHAPTER VIT. 
THE QINNATILAR OF NE HART 


Tx is a throo hours’ rido by rail from Kioto 
to Kobé ‘ho lino is bottor patronizod thin 
that botwoon Yokohwua and okio. Th tnus 
through a rich agricultural combry, aid hall” 
way tonohos Osaka, tho Birmingham of Japon. 
‘Tho tall chinmoys, vomiting mole that hinyg 
liko 2 cloud over tho populous towns, had quite 
a familiar and homotike Jook, Whit was in no 
dogroo homolike waa tho conduet of the tiekot 
colloctor who, ab various siayos of tho short 
joumoy, looked in to oxmnino tioketa, Te 
onterad baro-hondod, bowing to the ground, 
mid was mosi offusive in hia thanks on ro. 
turning tho tiskob aftor nipping ih Twing 
Hoon ors onGo, ho did nob tronblo wt again, 
but novor failed, by a series of hows and amilon, 
to comprohond us in his periodical oxmnina- 
tion, whilst ab tho sumo timo intimating that 
ho know our tickets wore all right, I am nob 
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suro that on tho wholo tho British official’s 
sharp ory of “ Tiokots!” and his rapid clutch 
at what you hold in your hand, is not caleu- 
lated to got through business moro quickly, 
But by way of chango it was very pleasant 
to travel throo hours in a railway carriage 
surroundod, as it wore, by a halo of smilos 
from tho ticket collector. 

Thoro was a school fete going forward at 
ono of the towns on tho route, and the station , 
‘was boleaguered by hordes of children, many 
accompaniod by their parents. I was much 
struck by the appearance of tho station-master . 
hero. Liko his colleagues, he was dressed in 
wniform based on the Tinglish style, Unfor- 
tunately, ho had drawn in tho clothing lottery 
a pair of trousers of prodigious length. He 
had mot the difficulty by the simple process of 
turning thom up ab the heels, and was now 
atrutting about with e. band. of white calico 
lining reaching half-way to his Imoo, It | 
soomod impossiblo to respeot authority thus 
ludicrously arrayod. But ho, at least, was 
unconscious of any drawbacks. Eo had doubt- 
loss, up to.carly manhood, gone about without 
any trousers at all, and felt he was now 
making up the avorage. ; 

Kobé is a protty little town at the head 
of tho Inland Sea. It is one of the foreign 
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soldlomonta, and Tas known whet it was to 
have tho fleets of Mngland, Mranco, aul 
Lofland cleaved for achion in its bay, by 
way of assisting ab tho dolibornbtions af the 
Japanose Covormmuant. Th is, porhapa, of all 
downs tho lous dapenesa ti ibd rppormneo, 
"Tho strools aro brond and alright, bho honses 
of many alorios, ave bail of stone, and bho 
banks aud othor public buildings favour tes 
jmprossion that it is a -Wesatorn town, Of 
courso thoro is a dapnnose quarkor, bub ib is 
not closely in ovidonce as ib is ab Yoholuuni 
Wo wont. aboard the Whied ab night, mu 
whon wo woko in the morning were nlroadly 
throading our way through tho fuland San, 
Tt was fino woather by night mud day, and wo 
had full opportunity of unjoying tho marvellous 
boauty of this great sow Inko. A pinaranin 
of countloss islands waa xproud oul, every 
one of different size and shape, some af the 
oddest, Most of tho inlanda ave duliadbitod, aa 
in bubh avo largo sleobelios of bho mina’ 
skivting tho sou foro aad there are littl 
nosis of Jhousos Iuddled together ina done 
vonion& exsok, up whieh juke tid sanyans 
can be ron in rough weather, ff tus lard 
soemed desortod tha Sew was alive with bowls 
flitting hither and thither under whit seamed 
dangovously heavy sui Ab night firos are 
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lig in tho storn of such fishing-boats ag sare 
oub, and twinklo afar like fire-flies. 

'Thoro is a wide fiold for discovery along 
this lonoly and boattiful coast, As a yacht- 
ing ground i¢ hes unsurpassable atlractions, 
Tn rospoct of sconory it is liko tho Kyles 
of Buto, wilh tho duration of its boauty 
longthoned fiftyfold, On both evonings that 
wo stoamod downthe Sea thoro was a sunset 
of rich boanty, each totally different from the 
other. No pen could doscribe the boauty of 
tho sunsols in Japan. Many fantastic names 
havo boon usod as tho title of books upon 
Japan, If TI woro writing a book on the 
country and wantod a title of that order, I 
should call it “ Sunsot Land.” : 

Nagasaki, tho last port usually touched at 
by visitors to Japan going wostward, is also 
a foroign soltlomont, bub is altogether unliko 
Kobé, Tho foroignors strotch thoir houses on 
tho croscont facing tho bay and on tho hill 
behind. Nagasaki propor lios ovor tho bridgos 
40 tho loft, and is not at all casy to find. Wo 
undortook to discover it by walking, and found 
oursolves in some nuvow dirly slroots by the 
wator's odgo, Jinrikishas rosouod us, and 
book us into the town, which lay in quite 
anothor quartor, Many of the houses aro 
built ovor ditchos, canals, and other more or 
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loss undosivablo watorways. his gives tho 
placo a squalid appearance, which is nowhare 
rolioved by signs of allluonco, Naguanti ix, 
Tam told, in a poor way just now. Tbs most 
* prosporous: local industry ig tho curving of 
tortoisosholl, A largor imino of woulth is 
found in tho coal minos, which are nob far 
distant. Nagasaki is tho grout coaling shabion 
of Japan. ‘Iho conl is fairly good and chonp, 
costing about sovon shillings a fon ab the 
pit’s inouth, 

Tho coating of a big stoamor is a curions 
and intorosting sight, whieh may bo wataliud 
with more comlork sinogd Nagusilki col pos. 
sossos the curious quality of boii com- 
paratively treo from dust, An innumorahle 
army of coolios aro ongagod, fully one-half 
being women. hoy stand almout shoulder 
to shouldor in a lino oxtonding from the 
hold of tho collior to tho cowl-hole of tho 
stoumor, Tho oonl is filled in small baskets, 
which aro liandod along tho living ling with 
inovediblo rapidity, ho Iumen ehain works 
ag rogululy, ag swiftly, and amteh upon tha 
somo principlo as tho grat. olovater, 

On a quiet Sunday oyoning, the fourth any 
aftor lonving Nagasaki, wo stole into Long. 
kong harbonr. Tb was almost a pileledark 
night, sud thore wero somo auxious momonty 
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for tho captain on the bridge, making his way 
through tho narrow strait that loads from soa, 
to harbour, The difficulty was increasod by 
tho numbor of sampans and junks gliding about, 
not overy ono with a light. Our captain had 
a grout respect for tho sailing qualities of 
tho Chinese skippors. Tho Japanoso sampans 
and janks hang about tho pathway of a big 
steamor, and trust to it to koop clear of them, 
somotimes spoiling thoir chances by altering 
thoir course at tho last moment, Tho best 
thing to do with a Chinaman, tho captain | 
found, was to trust him and loavo him alone. 
Still lo was apt to got porilously noar and on 
a dark night a procession of junks crossing and 
re-crossing tho bows is a little embarrassing, 

So wo glided along half-speed over the 
still dark wators, the silence broken only by 
tho chant of tho man throwing tho lead, the 
ory of tho look-out from tho bows, aud the 
low voico of the captain directing tho steoring. 
Wongkong lay tight ahead, long rows of’ 
lights agninst tho dark shadow of tho hill 
on which it siands.. Ono light, far up the hill, 
was in motion—doubtless the lamps of the 
carvings of somo distant dinox-owl retuming 
homowards, This was the only sign of Jifo 
in the town. . For tho rest, the long rows of 
lights wore fixod, and a woird silenco brooded 
over the town. 
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Wo anchored at bho buoy for tho night, 
and going ashoro in the morning found thitb 
yum woleome from ublor sbrangors whieh is 
one of the charneborishios of Mnglishmen in 
tho Mast. hab wo were going to stay only 
forty hours in tho plico was aiuto a mnbler 
of porsonal lumontebion, theagh it waa aul. 
mibbod that all Hongkong had to show tho 
foroignors night onsily be Koon fw diye Tb 
is a livoly, bustling town, Uhough as compreod 
with ils former bowling proxparity Lohabod 
is wribton on its wall, 

Tb is tho samo story hore as ab Yokohmuan, 
Shanghai, and other oubposty of Masborn brite 
which Wngtish podplo have coolly approprinten, 
In tho onrlior days, aboub tho time hab ow 
Sodloy was collector ab Boggloy Wolluh, and 
for somo yours wftor, forbunos were meds 
by British morchants ab Monghong, Making 
princely inoomoy, Woy Hvod in prineoly abylo, 
aad shated thotr good fortune wibh thoi 
oldtks, Thoso wore tho days whon mosses" 
flourished, and tho wholo eommoreial ostabliste- 
mont set down to aunpbaous motte providad 
by tho hoad of the house, his palrinvohsl 
way of living las vanished with fifty por cont. 
profits, and the junior moss is but a tradition, 
Still, if compotition and rostrictad trade bave 
sub down profily, Jlongkomse doo a say 


. 
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business, and somo of tho morchants retain, 
ab loast in their privato housos, tho old 
princely slylo of living. Tho population is, 
of courso, chiolly composed of Chinoso, who 
crowd thoir quarlor in © mannor which scoms 
to bo free from sanitary rostiictions. Tho 
dangor of this stato is not wholly wurecog- 
nizod, and T hoard ono choorful rosidont con- 
fidontly prodict that within two years an 
opidomic would break out, which would doci- 
mato tho population, The climato in summor 
is unbearably hot for Europeans, and to-day, 
albeit wo aro within moasurablo distance of 
Christmas, tho thormomotor stands at 80° 
Happily Tlongkong has its Simla close 
ab hand. Tho Poak, a hill cighteon hundred 
feot high, standing at tho back of the town, 
is the regular rosidenco of the Europoan com- 
munity during tho summor months. Tha 
governor has a fino houso thovo, and round 
it aro grouped tho protiy bungalows of pho 
morchautis. It is a magnificont sito for a 
rosidonce, commanding a far-reaching viow of 
the land-locked bay and ships that ovor come 
and go. It is not an oasy journoy to make. 
night and morning, but that is rather the 
affaix of the chair-mon. An MInglishman 
would nover think of walking to thé Poak. 


He hiros a chaiz, aud is carriod up in lordly 
YOR. I av 
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onse by two gaunt and povspiring Chinunon, 
Tho jinrikisha has mado its way hithor, In, 
owing to tho conformation of the ground, it 
has little chanco against the chair, Wollow- 
ing tho long streot that skirts tho bay the 
jinrikisha ia woll enough, Whon it comes to 
going up town, whoro most of tho private 
vosidonces stand, it bocomos an impossible 
conveyance, ‘ho chair is slang on two polos, 
which aro borne on the shoulders of two mon, 
Té is comfortable onough, bub not so rapid: ns 
tho. jinrikisha, though the chair-mon eusily 
mako thoir fivo milos an hour on level rol ov 
coming downhill, 

Tho govornor's houso-is situatod somo way 
up tho hill, end from tho torvace comments 
a fino viow of tho magnificont harbour, Whe 
pituation has its dravbacks, owing to the in- 
cossant oxchango of civilitios on tho part of 
tho fleot. Tb is bitterly seid thi tho com 
motlore nover blows his nose ut the sewn ia 
ro-ochood through the distant hills by the firing 
of ono or moro guns. Cortninly tho suiting 
is incossant, and what betwoon thomoayements 
of tho commodore, tho visite of tho gonornl 
commanding tho land forcos, and tho urrivals 
and departures of foreign vossols, the guna 
we going probly much all dey long. After 
tiffin, tho govornor dove ws yound. by the 
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Happy Valley and back through town, com- 
prising a comprehensive viow of the colony 
and its outskirts. ho Uappy Valley is a 
Aip in the groon hills to tho cast of the town. 
Tho racocourse, ® popular resort of Flong- 
kong, lies hore, Sir Georgo Bowon, who is 
setting himsolf with vigour to improve the 
placo, has in hand a scheme by which tho 
contre of the racecourse will bo drained and 
laid out as an ornamental garden. This will 
be a vast addition to tho attractions of tho 
place, But Hongkong is already sot in 
gardons of oldor, if loss straitly ordained prin- 
ciples. Whorover tho oyo turns aside trom the 
businogs stroots, thoro is rich verdure—trees 
full of lonf, though now putting on. their 
autumn. tints. : 

_ Hongkong was at tho timo of our visit 
much. oxoreised by the imminenco of war 
boetyoon China and Ifrance, a condition of 
doubt dispelled two days after our departure 
by a formal communication from tho Chinoso 
Governmont, announcing that Trance had 
forced war upon it, and that Hongkong mer- 
chants must look out for their own intorests, 
Within forty-cight hows of this declaration. 
being mado, woll-informed residents of Hong- 
kong declined to believe that China meant 
business, This arose loss from on impartial 
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and judicial view of tho cireumstances that 
from habitual contompt and dislike of the 
Chinaman, Jn tho oyes of the haughby ation 
who lives upon his soil, Hho Chinaman is not tt 
sulliciontly olovatod boing oven to go bo war, 
EHo was only schoming, making-bolieve, and, 
at tho last momont, would pul his pigtail be. 
toon is logs and run away. Th is nob for us 
casual callors-in to judge of the reasonableness 
of tho stato of things. Suffiew ib to note that 
Hnglish rosidonta ab Wongkong have a distinct 
abhorronco for the Chinoso. ‘Choy spoak of 
thom as if they wore boasts, mid, iulood, they 
80 litorally charvoborize thom, 

Thavo soon an Mnglishmnn walking along 
Quoon’s Road disposo of & group of chaixmon, 
who profforod him their sorviews, by hitting 
thom on thoi kimeklos or whutover portion of 
thoir body happonod to bo wor bis stick whon 
it smartly fol. Lf thoy had boon a pool of 
dogs thoy could nok have boon more roughly 
or contompluonsly dixporsed. Yob tha good 
qualitios of tho Chinese will, upon porsiabent 
quostioning, bo fully adinittod by tho sobllor. 
Tho Chinosa domestic servant is, perhaps, bo 
best in tho world. ‘Tho night alter ony arrival 
wo dined in tho houso of an Mnglish goutle- 
man whoro the whole domosbie ostublislment 
was composed of Chinese. The dinner swaa 
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excollontly cooked, and tho sorvico simply 
porfoct, Four Chinamon waited upon a pariy 
of nino. Thoy wore picturosquoly dressod in 
bluo cotton gowns, the flowing sloove turned 
up with spotloss whito, and. their long pigtails 
falling botwoon their shoulders, ‘hoy movod 
about noisolessly on sandallod foot, and wore 
always vb hand whon wanted, 

In highor grades of lifo tho quiot supro- 
macy of tho Chinaman is also acknowledged, 
Ho is a born morchant, whothor on a small 
seale behind the counter, or on a largor in an 
office, Th is grudgingly admittod that ho is 
absolutely roliablo, his word boing as good as 
some pooplo’s bond. It is addod that this 
js duo not to any honosty, but to shrewd 
caloulation and deliberate conviction, that in 
mattors of trade honosty is tho bost policy. 

Tho finost thoroughfare in Tongkong is 
numod altor a lato governor, whoso namo will 
be kept groon as long as Kennody Road looks 
out over tho bay. YT hoard a groat dol about 
tho last governor, Sir John Popo Wonnossoy, 
bub I did not hoar any proposal to namo a 
stroot or squaro aftor hin. Tho present 
govornor, Sir Georgo Bowen, has boon in 
office less than a yoar, and has thus oaly 
succecdod in obtaining the kind regard of the 
gwoumnunity he has boon called upon to govorn. 
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Sir Coorg las grown grey in’ the colonial 
sorvico, bub ho brings to Uengkong an an 
diminished sboek of vigour. In addition to 
tho improvements in the racccourse already 
roforrod bo, ho has projocted the widening rnd 
oxtonsion of tho Praya, as the main sbrooh 
skirting tho bay is called. In addition, ibis 
proposed to spend over x iniiion dollars in 
improving tho sanitary condibion of the colony 
—a work which, unloss the apprelionsions of 
tho cheorful colonish quoted be ovoerslrained, 
cannol bo complotad too soo, Boyond this, 
the govornor Tins submitted to the Home 
Govermnont & comprehensive sehmue of 
reform in the constitution of tho executive 
and logislativo councils of Hongkong, aud, 
what is nore, has oblained Che sanedion of the 
Homo Covormnent to ily main provisions, 
Tho fly in tho oitinent of goneral content 
is tho poromplory refusal of the Colonint Ofte 
to aanebion the appointinont of a military 
instructor Lor Lho polica, The Mnglish eon. 
munity of Tongkong do nob regard with 
porfoch rapoxo thei position as mere units 
inv tho population. hoy would feel mora at 
ease if tho police, a fino body of mon, ehioily 
Sikhs, wore Wwainod to arms. Ask a test of 
thoir sincorily, they wore willing to pay the 
salary of a compotent instructor, and the 
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Jouncil unanimously passed ao resolution to 
hat offect. But tho Colonial Offices votood 
hho proposition, and thoro is somo angry talk 
4 Ulongkong about this intorforonce with 
ho purely locel affairs of the colony.  Luike 
nost colonists, tho Jlongkong solilors aro 
ood, honast, uncompromising Torios, Lrolful 
mnder tho domination of a Liberal ministry, 
vhigh, when questions ariso bolwoon natives 
and colonists, unaccountably insists upon tho 
just claims of natives being considered, and 
so flouting “ British intorosis.” But in this 
matlor of a military instructor of tho police 
thoy aro strong Tlomo Rulers, and thoir caso 
is commonded to tho sympathy of Mr. Healy 
and Mx. Biggar. 

Tho govornor has recently returned from 
a tour through China as far as Pokin, which 
was markod by an incident that night have 
had serious intornational consoquonces. THis 
lixcolloncy slayod ab toa-housos when boyond 
tho fiold of foroign hotels. Waking up in one 
of thoso in the oarly morning, ho found his 
watolt had disappoarcd, Roaching out Lor his 
dvougors wilh intont to go and mako imquirios, 
ho found that thoso also had “ gone away in 
tho cigonwoit.” Tho govermor is a burly man 
of straightforward speoch, and looks much 
inoro like a British admiral of the old school 


‘ 
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than a civilian in tho diplomatio sorvioo, 
According to common raport in [Tongrkong 
the spoctaclo of his semi-clad Vscoleney 
stamping round tho tomhousa in searel al 
his trousoxs, and frankly oxprossing his opinion 
of tho Chinoso in gonoral, and tho thiof tr 
partionlar, was quilo awosomo,  Corospontd- 
onco on tho subjoct is, 7 boliova, still going 
forward, but is not likely to bo prosontod bo 
Parliamont, 
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CHAPINR VIIT. 
IN WIE TROPICS. 


Ix is a striking thing, whon making long 
joumoys by soa in tho fur Hast, to notice how 
tho British lion has laid its massive paw upon 
succossivo points of strategical. imporlance, 
till it has girdled Asia, Africa, and Europe 
with a lino of outposts. Ag in tho timo of 
the Armada boacon fires woro built around the 
const— 
TU) Skeiddaw saw tho fivo that burned on Gaunt’s om- 
battled pilo, 
Ant tho rod glare on Skiddaw roused the burghors of 
Gartisto,” 
NO now, on 4 larger range, beacon fre answors 
to boacon firo from tho China foas to tho 
Moditowancan. Tt is lit at Hongkong, in 
Southown Chine, It is flashed from Singa- 
poro, on tho Malay poninsula, ancl is taken wp 
ahnost within sight ab Ponang., It twinkles 
at Fort Blaix on tho louoly Audaman Island. 
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Rangoon and Monlmoin hand on tho torel, 
which Dblazos throughout British Burma. 
Akyab, ab tho mouth of tho Clunges, shows 
tho light, making noar connoction with Indin 
All Coylon is British, with its military camp 
ab Colombo, and ils naval sbabion iu ‘rin 
comaloo, Adon in Arabia, aid Porta on the 
fax sido of tho Red Soa, hold ou’ the sigual, 
which bums on Sokotva, nv Libble ishuwl con 
manding tho Gulf of Adon; whilat in tho 
Modilorranoan ib shows boldly forth at Cyprus, 
Malta, and on the Rock of Gibraltar, How 
it camo to pass that those odd cornors of the 
oarth should belong to w Jittlo island seb in 
northorn soas, ib would porhaps nob he desir 
ablo too closely to inquire, ‘Bub thore they 
wo, quiotly, wnrosistingly, and, to boll tho 
truth, prosporously living under British ue, 
montmnonts of the activily and the audacity 
of British ontorprivo. . 
Aingapore, as wo appronchad, was aw a 
low landmark, lying dark under wabskig, with! 
hovo and thoro prtchos of groen showing whore 
tho Chinoso, having worked a gumbia field 
ab high prossuro, had oxhaustod tho gonorous 
soil, anil, loaving ib, tho course long grass had 
sprung up. Wo loft Tongkong im the Merene, 
which, on gotling oloar of the harbour, fowl 
itsolf battling with heavy sous. Ib was a hot, 
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claso, “ muggy,” night, good noithor for man. 
nor boast. A passongor, impationt of the 
rostraing of his cabin, had a bod made up for 
him in tho saloon. In tho dead of tho night 
ho woko, droaming of groon pastures and. 
lowing kine. JLo found ho was boing walked. 
ovor by two oxon shippod ab Tongkong with 
ulterior purposes, Thoy, too, had found their 
quarters uncomfortablo, and, walking oué, had 
atrayod into tho saloon, round which they 
sniffed with much melancholy boo-ooing, Ou 
tho socond day wo slid into summor sons, 
tho north-oast monsoon filling om! sails and 
making tho hot ship glad with ploasant broozes. 
Tho punkahs bogan to swing in tho saloon, 
and on deck appoarod gossamer drossos and 
thinnost of flannol suits. 

Boloro tho stoamor camo to hor moorings 
in Singapore sho was surrounded by a (loot of 
small youghly mado boats, manned by tawny 
lads nakod savo for a loincloth. 

“Yossir, yessir!” thoy shouted in chorus ; 
“havo a divo, sir? Allright, sir! throw in a 
ploco, six.” 

A coin thrown ovor,. tho boat nearest to- 
which it foll was suddonly omptied; tho lads 
loaped into tho water like a Aash of brown 
thundorbolis, and in a» moment wero back 
again, holding the tiny silver coin in their 
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gloaming tooth. ‘hoy wero quite ad uiuolt ab 
homo in wator as oub, and that wi tho timo 
wo mol thom they chanced bo bo in a bowl was 
apo accidenk Wo gob up e rece for thom, 
six booty ontoring for a good long course 
rom w buoy and back. ho bide was running 
vory alvongly, wud as thoy gob into ils couse 
thoy wore swopb off, making the goal seem 
hopoless. Ono boat, canght abou by a 
wwavo, fillod, and was on tho poing of sinking. 
But tho young Malays abatod nob ono job of 
thoir offorts with tho seulls, As thoy bayed 
with thoir arms, thoy kickod out tho watlor 
with thoir foot, and having thus baled the 
boat dry, soon ede up tho way thoy had lost 
whilat wator-loggod. ‘he race was us lino 
a ono as I over saw, not a boat's length 
betwoon any as thoy camo back still fighting 
with tho mighty curront, ‘The prizes were 
dolivorod in mnusuel fashion, ho money was 
chucked into tho soa, aul tho youngstora 
darting ovorbounl appropriated ib, 

‘Tho Malays azo natives of Singapore, bab 
it is the Chinoso who work tho place, Sines 
tho businoss of pirating has hoon diseonnte- 
nmineod, the Malay sooms to have lost all 
fusto and onorgy for work. If noo bo he will 
Inbour fox his deily broad, bué as his nocesition 
aro cheaply providod for, tho wnount of work 
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gob out of him. is not oxhaustive. What ho 
likes to do bost, or rethor the kind of work 
which ho least abhors, is fishing, a gontle- 
manly avooation in which ooour long pauses 
for vost. Whon he has caught enough fish to 
provide himsolf with a moal, and. a tittle over 
to bavtor for sieo, io goos homo, having roachod 
tho utmost limits of tho day’s work, THis 
homo is a dark and dirty hut, builé upon 
pilos ovor water, if water be conveniently at 
hand; if not, then ovor mud, Tho notion of 
building 1 houso with its foundations sot in 
dry land is an incomprehonsible thing to 
tho Malay. Woll-to-do poople of his race 
live down by tho wharls, with tho pilos stand- 
ing in roal wator. That is tho West Ind 
of the Malay social sottlement. Poor peooplo, 
who livo whoro thoy must, still havo thoir 
houses built on pilos, but thero is only mud 
wndormoath, or, wilh tho lowest sealo of all, 
absolutely dry land, 

ho Chinoso havo overrun tho wholo of 
tho Malay peninsula and adjacont paris, But 
for thom ‘British intorosts in the Straits of 
Malacca, which on tho ovo of tho gonoral 
cloction of 1874 oxcited Mr. Disraeli’s mis- 
giving (and wero novor aftor alludod to), would 
bo in straitoned circumstances. Jinglishmen 
cannot live and labour in theso tropical climes. 
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The Malay lives and will nob Jabouw. ho 
Ghinoxo doos both, with cheorfal shining eau 
tonanoo, aul prospers oxeoudingly, Chinaman 
work in tho coffee and sugar plantations, and 
own somo of thom, hoy keep bho shaps, 
sail tho ships, and own these boo, Looking 
out ovor tho busy harbour of Ponnngy from the 
vorandah of the club-houso, w resideub spo- 
oially well informed in tho matter bold me Chad 
nomly all tho foot then ab anchor belonged to 
Chinamown. The P, and O,, the British Indin, 
and obhor soa-going floots appropriate the big 
loavos, ‘Tho Chinnmon piek up the ers 
thet all from their tablos, and thrive upon 
thom. ‘hoy havo coasting sbemuers emai 
to places, the procixo Toeality of whieh is 
moro absolutoly unknown to tha avenge 
Huglishiman tua was thet of the Straits of 
Malacca, whon Mr, Disraoli sprang the sound. 
ing phraso on w bewildorad mation mut in 
astonishod Covormnout, Lf there is ne trade 
bo begin with, they make il, foxhor ity growth, 
and whan onde thoy gob nm hold on tho place, 
no ono eam gob them out, 

Aanarvollons poople, Ute Chingso, who aw 
quiotly mul unobtrusively play an importuit 
part in tho history of the world, and are dewht. 
Joss destined bo falfilinoyo abriking ones, ‘hoy 
aro a nation without tho distinction fatal olse- 
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whore, of round pogs and square holes, squaro 
pogs and round holos. ‘Tho holo may bo squaro 
or round; tho Chinainan will fit it if thoro is 
any monoy to bo gob oub of ib, 

Singapore ia tho omporiun of the Malay 
poninsula, 1Tithor como tho spicos, gambia, 
‘tin, and tho buffalo hides which Chinose 
morchants, sorac of them not above tho status 
of a podlar, buy in tho intorior, and which 
Chineso ships bring to tho groat port of 
all for Bnglish stoamors, Just now thoy aro 
watching with koon intoresb an exporiment 
boing triod in tho noighbowing principality 
of Jahoro. Tho Maharajah is one of tho low 
princes loft horeabouts who is nol under 
British rulo, But whilst prosorving his inde- 
pondonco, his Tighnoss is a devoted ally and 
friend of Hngland, Ho has visitod the country, 
sponkes its languago, and is evon more sedulous 
in imitating its customs and institutions than 
tho prosout ininistry of Japan. 

Lis palaco is at JTahovo, tho capital of his 
principality, But ho has a houso at Singapore, 
-whoro ho livos in Tinglish slylo, and, as fax ag 
ho can control his surroundings, with English 
poople, THe has boen twice marriod, and both 
his wives aro alive. Elis second wile las borne 
hin children, but it appears to be against the 
lew that thoy shonld inherit the throne, and 
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awoordingly a nophow has beon declared eins 
apprvont, ‘his young gontloman has just 
robumnod from Hngland, whore lo was eduoabod, 
Tho Maharajah is a Mahomedan, cud a strict 
obsorvor of roligious rilos. ‘Won, aq somo. 
limos happons, ho goos out to dinnor, his cook 
marches in advanco bo see blab io mond cons 
to tablo uiloss tho beast has died by having tbs 
throat oul, Yot, in imitation of tho voligious 
liborty provalonl in Mugluud, the Maharajah 
tolorales al religions, aud the other day pre. 
sontod ight wcros of luidase site fora Ronin 
Catholic mission. 

‘In ono vospoob bis Highnoss has inproved 
upon his modol, sineo ho rules hia people aid 
dwolls in tho comity of nations without the 
assistanco of w standing anny. A body of 
police koop the pouco mong the Maluys, aad 
in the Chinese conmiuailies Wie head man ts 
mado to wnswor for order, le Malaunji's 
yovontok, Which aro variowly ostimated ab 
from sixty to ® dunulrod thousad a yon, 
como chiolly from livonces Sor the sale of 
opium, which is consumod by the Chinose, 
Thoro is also a taxon tho export of agricul. 

- tural products, and every pig or olher animal 
that is killed in tho principality pays Wbube 
to tho Maharajah. Still tho aiaiustay of jis 
rovoutlo is the opivan lex, and tus the Chinese 
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koop tho Sbato going ab both onds, croating 
its prospority by thoir labour, and rotuming 
a considorablo portion of thotr oarnings in. tho 
foun of taxation. 

Jahoro is rich in woods, which cover its 
hills and dalos, bub tho cost of transport is so 
gvoat that this, which would bo a source of 
woulth olsowhore, is horo an ombarrassmont. 
Tho oxporiment on which tho Chineso is just 
now fixing his shrewd small oyos is that of 
coffes-planting. Tho climate and tho soil of 
Jahoro havo always soomed poculiarly well 
adaptod for tho cultivation of coffee, Somo 
yoars ago a fow hundrod acres wero sown, 
but tho wrong plant was solected, and failure 
followod, tomporavrily shutting off experiments 
of a similar kind. Throo yoars ago, about a 


thousand acres woro plantod with another 


kind of borry, which is looking excoodingly 
hopolul. It takos louwr yoars boforo a now 
coffoo plantation boars fruit. Noxt yoar is 
tho crucial ono, and showld tho exporiment 
tun out as woll as ib just now promises, 
Jahoro will bocomo an important placo. 

Singaporo prosonts strange contrasts of 
Fnglish and tropical life, boing an “Mnglish 
town just as much as Mastbourme or Brighton, 
though set within eighty miles of the Equator. 
Tis stroots are named in Linglish fashion, with 
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tho fiuniliey white lottery on blue onamol, 
High Stroab” and Suntord Road” ave the 
kind of namos writton up, and at the eornors 
of tho road ao homoly cubulistio signe, 
CTP, 40 fh," indicating the whorexbonts 
of tho wator-pipo. ‘ho policomon worr a 
modification of thoir British brotlron's wi- 
form, ono dotail bong that iG in apparently 

. optional with them to wear stockings. Bomo 
do and some do not, A probly sharp contrast 
passed mo in High Stroot, A tricycle eum 
long, and on if was seatod aw greves mn vo 
vovend signor, in, yollow buchen, white jacket, 
rad shirt, & papor wmbrolln, and aro brown, 
logs. 

Tn apito of trieyelos, Tigh Btreots, water 
pipos, lamp-posts, nnd polies in uniform, Sing. 
pore is intonsely tropical. Tho ntmosphory is 
something that ono novor looks through clue. 
whore, ‘The figuros that throng ils swmy 
sireots avo all tropienl, — Muroponns drags tu 
whito duck suits with straw hata md in. 
brollas. ‘tho native mon dross in ns little 
wh possible, ‘ho Chinose come oub in eool 
oosttumoes of white, or of thab rich blue, the 
making of which ond transforonao to entien 

_ stufls sooms to bo ono of their geerett, In 
nildition, thoro aro many omigranta from Tndin 
in thotr varied coxtuines. "Mudras aonda 1 
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considorablo contingent, the womon strikingly 
handsome and graceful, 

Weastiorn civilization and Fastorn habits 
of dross como again in sharp contrast in 
the ima6éor of billycook hats. I havo often 
wonorod what becamo of this widely usod 
hoad-goar whon if grow too shabby to wear. 
The scoret ig an opon one foi any who come 
across tho Chineso labouring out of their own 
country, The old hats are collected in Hng- 
land and forwarded in bales to wherever the 
Chinese most do congrogato. 

- I notiood tho incongrmity among the 
Chinoso who crowded the Coptic in the voyage 
across tho Pacific, It is much moro striking 
hero, That a Chinaman on board ship should 
cover his shavon pate with an old billycock hat 
stained with hair-groaso, buffeted by English 
winda, and soaked in London fog, looks funny, 
but is nob inoxplicablo, Anything will do on 
board ship. To soo him horo on land dressed 
all in his best, his spotloss white gown and 
bluo trousers, Iris faco shining with soap and. 
worldly prospority, his pigtail noatly disposed 
down his back, and on his head a groasy battered. 
billyeock, is passing strango. Ib cannot be 
simply tho form and matozial that rocommond 
tho hat, othorwisé they would have them new, 
I novor saw a Chinaman—I won't. say with a 
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now hat on, bub—with anything loss than one 
of disroputablo oldago.  fanoy that wibh the 
Chinogo tho ruling passion Is strong alike in 
tho mattor of oggs and hats. ‘hoy dike thom 
both old. 

Tho jinrikisha is seon ab Singapore, but, 
as at llongkong, though for a difforoib reason, 
it doos not flourish, Tb is absolutely too hot 
for a man, howovor lightly elad, to ran about 
dragging woights, and tho low jinrikishas ono 
meols do nob gob much boyond walking pace, 
At Ponang the triwmphant wosbward arch 
of tho jinrikisha is finally arvonted., Both at 
Singaporo mad Ponang ev conveyance ealladl 1 
gharry is in popular uso, Cb ik a large binek, 
fanoreal structure somothing like w panper's 
hearso, Tb is drawn by e small but mastorfit 
and woll-mado pony, a couple of whieh would 
vory comfortably stow thomsclyes in the 
gharry. Tho Tongkong ponios splendid 
liltlo cronturos, bub apb to wax wroth and 
kieck—aro much prizod ab Hingupars. Wo 
bronght one down for tha Malurajih's 
brothor. Jtis iyhness was on tho wharl with 
wnbrolle up awaiting tho wrivul of his new 
acquisition, 

“(o's all tight; wo have gob him hore,” 
tho friond who had brought lim shoutad over 
the bulwarks, 
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“Ta ho,” askad tho prince, with anxious 
faco and batod breath, “ is ho quiot 2” 

Boing assurod on this point, tho princo, a 
porlly porsonago in whilo ducks, hoavod a sigh 
of satisfaction and turnod away. 

Tho traction of hoavior goods is accom. 
plishod in carta drawn by a yoko of oxon, 
hore is, novertholorss, plonty of work for 
porters, who under the noonday sun carry 
stupondous burdens by bamboos borno upon 
their shoulders. ‘hoy scorn tho intorposition 
of a pad botwoon their bare flesh and tho hard 
bamboo. Accustomod from earliosh boyhood 
to carry woighis in this way, tho skin and 
musclo of thoir shouldors havo so hardonod 
as 10 bocomo insonsiblo to what to an Tnglish 
porter would bo pain unboarablo for moro than 
ton minutos ab a strotch. 

Ié is v long drivo from the wharf to tho 
hotel, which is situated in tho cantro of tho 
town, ‘Who highway is bordored with tropical 
vogotation—palins, cocon-nul toes, bananas, 
now lully bearing, and flowors, familiar in 
Iinglish hothouses, horo growing by tho way- 
sido in wild Iuxurianco, In tho carly mouning, 
whion life is well worth living in tho tropics, 
wo book a drivo to tho Botanic Gardens at 
Singaporo, which aro bonutifully kept, and full 
of choicest tropical plants and troos growing in 
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porfeotion. In a pond woro a group of the 
Vistorin lilies, tho flower nob yot oub, bub a 
bud, of the sizo of knobs on wv funily four-post 
bedstoad, was romly bo burst. ‘l'ho loaves 
floating flab on the wabor with odgos tumed 
up ab tight anglos wore lero onough bo havo 
loatod tho infant Mosos. [had ono monsurod. 
Tt was Lou foot roross. 

Tho day aflor we arvivod wis Studley, ane 
in tho ovoning wo wont bo tho onthodral, a 
fino building situated on a bluff overlooking: 
tho harbour. Tho punkahs woro in lull swing, 
pullod by natives stationod atl rowel tho 
building. ‘Cho bishop pronchod an oxcollent 
sormon, ploading for funds to ondow mission 
churchos whoro, in distunt paris of Iris 
diocoso, tho nativos, rosting from their six 
days’ labours, night spond quiet aebbubhsa, | 
wondered whothor, through tho opon windows 
and doors, tho porspiring punkel-imon honed 
anything of thoso kind aeoonts, or look 1 
logo tntoresh in bho nowt of tho oollogtion 
nado. 

Tho hotel at Singapore, like all the Hure- 
poan buildings, ig a roomy place, with oval 
vorandahs aul opon doors and windaws, 
dourling whatover chanco breeze may blew, 
In tho ofico thoro is a placa, prominontly 
pastod up, curious chough to be worth oopyiug. 
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* Passongors and boarilors,” it runs, “ aro 
rospoctfully requestod not to ask tho manager 
foy any monoy, as ho has sltict injunotions 
nob to givo sano,” 

This is nob on isolatod hint of a cortain 
aspoch of social lifo in those parts. In one or 
two othor hotols J havo soon a similar intima- 
tion, though nob so bluntly and quaintly put. 
von moro common is tho odict that tho 
sorvants of bho hotel havo instructions to hold. 
on to all baggago till bills aro paid. 

Tho harbour at Ponang is full of bustling 
lifo and colour, to which tho sampan mon 
contuibuto a full share, ‘hoy cast gay clothos 
abowl thoir dusky forse, and lavish pictorial 
arb upon the stom shoots of thoir boats. 
Undomonth a sirobchy landscapo (apparontly 
tuned upside down), ox a brilliant painting of 
® slominor with ily paddlos closo to tho ruddor, 
tho proprislor proudly paints his own namo, 
“Joo” is a favourito cognomon, “ London 
Gharloy ” shows originality, and ono boatman 
advortisos hinwolf ina broath as “ Bobgood~ 
samipanmien.” 

Jn most rospools Ponang is liko Singaporo, 
excopt that its slzcots avo narrowor, Thoro 
is tho smno vortioally shining sun, tho saine 
eny colours in tho slzoot, and Lho samo long 
ronds in tho suburbs linod with cocoa-nut 
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‘woos and palms and bananas. On ono of 
thoso wo mot a man in white turban an 
bluo gown, walking along tho sun-bakod road 
flankod by cocoa-nut troos, carrying wider Iris 
arm. a bundlo of tho Graphic arrived by tho 
Jagé mail, 

Ponang has a commodions markot, in whieh, 
aro sold vegotablos, fruit, fish, and moaub. Very 
Tittlo business was boing btransactod whon wo 
pagsod through. On a butchor’s stall, lying on 
thoir backs fast asloop, surrowrlad by warn 
Jooking joints of moat, wore byo butchers, tho 
flios impartially fooding upon tho living and. 
tho dond. Tho fruit displayod on tho stalls con- 
sistod of cocon-nuts, bananas, lines, oneyos, 
pines (to bo bought at twoponco oach), and 
pumelos. Tor thoso who have fod ou tho 
Amoy pumolo tho growth of other districts 
ato griovonsly disappointing, On duo rofllogtion 
Lhold the Amoy puiuolo to be thio most gracious 
fruit in tho world, Jt is said bo bo tho “for. 
biddon fruit,” and sinco T tusbod 161 dake w loss 
storn view of tho wonknoss of Adan, alboit it 
hovoditarily entails upon mo, wilh the thomuio- 
motor at 90° in tho shade, tho nocosnity of 
sitting horo writing whon ovorybody olso within 
view is diligontly doing nothing. 

I do not know whother tho punolo in its 
frosh stato roaches London; Ihave not soon 
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it there, It is like a Brobdignagian orange 
in shapo, and of a light lomon colour. ‘Tho 
pool is vory thick, but is onsily xomoved, and 
tho fruit is pulled to pisces in figs, whonco 
tho whito midor tho skin pocls off, loaving 
ouly tho luscious fruit with its gonorons juice 
atl its dolicato Navouw. Tam writing from 
tondor rocolloction of the ,Amoy pumolo. 
Othors, though thoy might have boon ac- 
coplnblo if tasted dirst—as Brussels onthrals 
those who do not know Paris—aro not worth 
pocling, and indeod, aro to bo resontod as 
dosocrating tho naine of punolo. 

Ono tropical fruit of which IT had hoard. 
a good donl, bub reached Ponang too lato in 
the soason to tasto, is tho durian, ‘This re- 
markablo fruit is tho size of a cocon-nut with ° 
tho husk off. I askod a Scotchmon what it 
‘tastocl like, 

“ Tiko a haggis with an onion too much in 
it,” hho snid. 

That is, howoyor, tho most favourable 
(loseription I havo hoard, and long residenco 
out of Scotland had probably coufused his 
vecolloction of tho flavour of haggis. Tho 
truib cortainly appears to bo composed, haggis- 
like, of an olde padrida, No two men agree 
in thoir doseription of its taste, oxoopt in tho 
ono rospoot of an over-dash of onion, Tho 
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amoll is traly towifie, and the huib is openod 
only altor oxtraovdinnry procautions, 4. honed 
at Hongkong of tho caso of somo Muglish 
officors dosizous of tasting thia curious fruit, 
who hirod an ompty house, closoid tho windows 
and doors, opened tho fruit, and with one 
accord. fod, Joaving ib untastadl. ‘ho Malay 
holds ib as a grovt dolioncy, and to tha Chiti 
man itisa luxury comparable only wilh mn ogg 
that has beon in tho funily five yours. 

Tho High Court of Justicn was silhing 
during our slay in Ponang, andl we slrolled in 
to seo how justico was administored, in those 
parts, ho court was roomy and trosh, and 
the punkals diligontly ab work. A. civil caso 
was going forward, involving tho property of 
two Chinoso, ‘Cho judgo, an mniable, we 
decided-looking old gontlomun, sub on the 
bench, unaided by tho majosty of wig or gown, 
The clork who sat undor him wore a blak 
gown and whito bands of stupendous size. 
Two bawistors ongaged in the onse wore 
black gowns and whito duck browsers, 

Tho court was probly full in tho portion 
wlottod to the public. ‘Lovo sat a Ching 
in cool whito bajoo, with roomy slooves capable 
of holding tho fourtoonth temp, or anything 
olso that might bo uaoftl in the game of Tilo; 
Cingalogo in bright-coloured. calico robus, thoty 
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hoada covorod with straw, timloss, Jloworpot- 
shiapod hats adomodt with vorsos from the 
Kou; and Malays who had put on wie 
accustomed brousorx in doforonce to tho pyro- 
judioos of tho court. Sbending ab ono of the 
barriers was a ‘Bongaloo with aw yollow ochre 
mark on tho bridge of his noso, donoting hig 
custo. A. whito calico robo was his solo 
gemont, bub he had drapod ik around his 
tall litho figiivo with a graco which tho British 
workman would vainly ondoavour to initnto— 
if, indoed, ho would fo0l promptings of dosixo 
in that divoction, 

ho erowd in court wore not able to follow 
tho glib ploulings of tho gontlomon in white 
ducks and dlack gowns; & circumstance 
ovidontly taken noto of by tho astute practi- 
tionor, If they could not follow tho spooch 
thoy would wndorstand thaé the gontlomean in 
dueks who was constantly popping up to in. 
torrupt duis Joarnod brothor was a kind of man 
whose sorvioes ik would bo dosirable to ongago 
in thno of trouble, Accordingly, whilat one 
learnod counsel was supposod to have tho oar 
of tho cout, bho othor was incoxsantly jumping 
up with, an indignant, My lord, I protest,” or 
a “Now, xoally this is too bad.” Whenever 
this happoned the Chinamon in tho body of 
tho court oxchanged approving glancos, 19 
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who should say, “That's tho man for ay 
monoy. Tlo’s always alivo, nob onay bo come 
over him,” 

Twas not surprised to hear that tis ivro- 
pressiblo porson, in whoso hands the old 
gontloman on tho bonch was as wreed blown 
by tho winds, had tho lion's shave of tho 
practico in tho Iligh Oow'l of dustica in 


Ponang. 
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CHAPLET. 1X. 
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‘ina ohildron’s hour” has found a historio- 
graphor in charming vorso; but I do not 
remambor roading, oven in prose, any account 
of § tho gontloman’s hour” on board aT, and 
O. aloamor. Ib bogins ub any momont after 
duybronk, and oxtonds up to cight o’clock. 
During this tino tho quarter-dock is sacred bo 
tho troad of man. ‘Thoro ig uo written rule to 
tho offoot tit no lady is pormittoed, ov at lost 
oxpoctad, bo appear on dock botore oight 
Oolook has slevuck. Biri so ib iss; and this 
poriod of tho day, tho plorsantost in Indian 
sons, bas, wilh charactoristio solfishnoss, boon 
marked by tho lords of croation as thoir own, 
and thoy assume tho right to paco tho dock 
wvayod in whatovor odd garmonts thoy may 
bo acoustomod to go to tho bath in, 

The pyjama is a garment composed of 
variod anntorial, but invariable in its ungainti- 
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noss. Ibis gonorally of f{lemel, bub may bo of 
silk, and consists of a loose jackot belted round 
“tho waist and a pair of shapelosa drawers. 
Thus arrayed, withont shoos ox stockings, and 
gonorally hatloss, tho gontlomon, fresh from 
their bath ox in proparation for if, mareh up 
and down tho dock with eurious and not 
always atlractivoe rovolations of contour, Th 
is an old custom, old almost as the birth of 
tho P, and’ O. Company, aud is ono of tho 
chorished privilogos of tho Mash Taelian, Tt 
any ono wore to attempt to interfere wibh if 
tho angry indignation which bristles round 
tho Ubort Bill would ho bul as a vophyr brooze, 
Tho Indios somotimes whispor a protest, ine 
. none havo dared, or have found the opportunity, 
of raising 2 sorious cabal against it: Tb is one 
of the institutions of tho 2. and 0., whose 
laws, liko that of an carlier ompiro, alter not, 
Contomporanootisly with the pneing to wal 
fro of disguisocl judgos, colonols on lowe, civil 
sorvants, and mighty morelints, goos forward, 
tho cloaning of tho ship. davery mori: i 
P. and Q. stioamor is subject to a ruthless 
“tidying up.” Tho docks, spotloss to begin 
with, aro scoured, the paint washed, the 
brassos rubbod, tho silver cloanail, the saloon 
_carpot taken up and shaken, and tho floor 
washed. Porsons intorosted in the eduow 
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tional tmprovoment of housomaids might do 
worso than sond thom for a trip ina P, and 
Q. stonmor. Tf thoy would trko back any 
infootion of tho thoroughnoss of tho morning 
brushing, sheking, and scouring, ib would: 
sprond linppinoss through many *honscholds, 

Tho plan upon which tho vessels of this 
magnificont floot got thoir morning tub is but 
an inoidontal exomplification of tho systom 
upon which tho gigantic businoss is workod. 
I supposo thero is, or cortainly was boforo 
Gorman confodoration became an accom- 
plished fact, many a kingdom tho administre- 
tion of whoso affnirs did not ontail revennos 
oqual to those ombarked in tho P, and O, 
Company, or roquire an equal monsure of 
atatosmanship for thoir diroction, In tho 
harbour ab Colombo to-day there aro threo: 
evoat stonmors, all belonging to this lino, 
‘vomning from difforont parts of tho world and 
going on various routos, A fortnight ago 
‘thoro wore six, Yot Colombo is only ono 
port of cull, aud in all parts of tho Mastom 
—homixphovo theso abips aro moving to and tio, 
arriving on spocified days and doparting a 
fixed ours with tho rogulavity of train on tho 
Motropolitan Railway. 

Wo sightod Coylon carly in tho morning, 
and throughout » summer day, with the soa 
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liko glass and the sky sapphire, wo skirtod 
, tho island, passing poor Point do Calle, now. 
shorn of its glory, and making for Colombo, 
which within the past two yoars has inhoritad. 
the advantage and distinction of boing tho 
port of call for tho P. and 0, stoumors. 
Passongors familiar with Bishop THobou's hymn 
wont sniffing about in search of tho “ Spicy 
breezes that blow soft o’or Coylon’s islo,” aud 
wore ovidently disappointed ab not xonlizing 
tho dream of oarly infancy. But tho bishop 
knew what ho was writing about, and tho 
spicy broozos aro duo to no offort of tho 
imagination or oxigoncy of rhymo, Captain 
Atkinson, ‘of the. Verone, tolls me ho has 
sniffed tho spicy broovos when. stoaming fifty 
miles off the island. It all doponds wpon tho 
state of tho weathor in Ceylon and tho direo-' 
tion of the wind. 
Point do Gallo was abandoned as wn -port of 
call-bocauso it lios exposed to tho oconn, and 
with tho south-west monsoon is too lively a 
place for vossels lying at anchoy, still loss fox 
thoso taking in éargo. “hovo'is a bronkwator 
at Colombo which, though it sooms to lio low, 
answors for order and affords safo and conve. 
nient anchorage for the Ilnrgost stoners, 
When we arrived off Ponang thore camé -an 
board a portly gontloman in white’ duoks and 
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sun-helinet, with an umbrolla swinging in lis 
right hand, I thought ho was tho liowtonwnt- 
“govornor, or whatever mnawors to the Tord 
Mayor in Ponang, Uo tamad out to bo the 
pilot, and, loaning upon jis wubrolla, waa 
good. enough. to tako tho stoumer bo its moor 
ings. At Colombo no pilot camo off for more 
than an hour aftor our arrival. Anothor 
stonmor had got just ahoad of ws, nnd, as tho 
angorod captain put it, ‘it soomed as if thove 
svas only ono pilot in Colombo.” > Whon ho 
did arvivo his sorvices wore doclinod, and tho 
ship lay out ab anchor all night. Wo landed 
-in tho carly morning, Adain’s Penk, forty 
“amilos off, shining in clear outline against tho 
goldon sky, through which tho sun was rising. 
‘Wo orossod tho harbour in catnmeran, wu 
kind of gondola of which tho Cingaloso have 
obtained tho monopoly, wud nro likely to koop 
dt, ‘Tho craft consists, to bogin with, of tho 
log of a treo roughly hollowod out. Ou. this is 
built. a strneture of polo and canvas, whioli is 
in-ho puri broader than two foob, and, baupors 
to. tho onds, which aro on tho svornge twenty 
foot apart. Tt is cloay that u bont on this phn 
would not float, a diffoulty trimmphantly ovor- 
como by attaching to it, by two arched poles 
ton or twolve foot long, a joevy spar, which 
flosiis on tho water. 'Lhis balencos tha oatit- 
You, Th : an 


16° mast “ay west. 


maran and makes ib seaworthy in moderately 
fine weather, Should tho catamaran bo 
caught, in a stiff broezo the procoodings of 
the captain and crow aro simplo and officn- 
cious, "If it is what thoy call “a two piccoy 
man breeze,” two mon climb ovor tho arched 
poles and, descending on to tho Rpan, sit thoro, 
rogardloss of tho raging son, Ifit is a * threo 
piecey man breczo,” tho roquiromonts of tho 
occasion are uncomplainingly met. In a hig 
catamaran, with largo stil hoisted, soudding 
before the monsoon, as many ad nino mon 
have been counted holding on to tho spar, 
appar ontly half the time wider water. 

Our boatmen, favoured by quiot woaithor, 
sat one in the bow and tho other in tho torn, 
and zapidly paddled us ashore. They ‘wero 
fine-looking fellows, with a full measuro. of 
tho national love of jowellory and gay clothos, 
Both had massive carvings, apparontly of gold, 
and one wore,a silvor bracolot on his wrist, 

All tho poople in Coylon, from babes justi 
“fooling their foot” to old mon anil womdn, 
their stops totbéring.on tho brink of tho gravo, 
wear gold and silvor omamonts, They oven 
invent new places for carrying thom, aul tt is 
uo uncomman thing to seo a Cingalaso bolle 
with tho top of hor cars covered with gold 
plate or wio, a large pair of rings pondant 





YO ISG OF SPIOY DRENANS, AA? 


from the lobos of tho oar, a gold ox silver 
circlot yound hor haix, hor nose alomedd with 

-xings, braceloty on hor wrists, rings on Jor 
fingers, and silvor plates on hor toons ids 
is.tho poxfoction of adoxnmout; bub in one or 
othor of tho fashions, or in wavaeid of thom, 
the Cingaloso women, of whitover xtation in 
lifo, is sot forth. 

I saw running out of ahouso aluvily littlo 
boy, two years of age, who had nothing on but 
silver key fastonod round his waist by 
girdlo. of silver wixe. Tho mon tale thoir 
pleasure loss oxponsively. ‘hay delight in 
gold ‘earrings and rings, but boyond this aro 
content’ to entrust tho rocommondation of 
their porsonal appoaranco ty nv fino torloiso- 
shell comb of circular shapa, sot on the crown 
of then hoads, with tho onds towards tho foro- 
hoad,. Tho inen ovidontly pride thoimselves on 
thoir hair, which is gonorally drwwn nek from 
their forohoad and tiod in a noat Inot ab tho 
back. Ax thoy woar oarrings, nnd not always 
whiskers ov moustacho, ik in not cnsy wh frat 
sight to distinguish inant from won. 

Tho funoroal gharry doos not make ifs 
appomance ab Colombo, tho publie boing 
sorved by a convoyance somothing lilo nv ilog- 
out on four wheels, with an ewning—indis- 
ponsable protection against the tropical sun, 
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Thoy aro vory choap. I had ono lor threo 
hours, for which I was chargod two impos» 
& little over throo shillings—and was ovor- 
wholmed with thanks for a trifling and ovi- 
dontly unexpected powrbotre, ‘Tho horses avo 
poor croaturos, tho real draught animel of 
Coylon boing a plump and woll-shapod. little 
bullock. ‘Thoso aro yoko singly or in pairs 
to light waggons roofod with dviod palin 
leaves, and can upon occasion got up quite 
a respoctable trot. Thoy aro artistically 
branded, charactors being stampod all over 
thoir sides. It is protty to seo a ormvlor— 
‘a light, palm-thatchod waggon, drawn by 1 
pictorial bullock, drivon by a man in tv red 
turban and whito robos—hailod by wu native, 
who gots in behind, sits on the floor, with his 
foot dangling down, and is trottod off, 
Bishop Hebou’s woll-known doseription of 
Coylon as a2 placo— 
« Whero ovory prospeol ploasoy, 
Ant only man is vilo,” 
is open to oritician on both assortions. hore 
is much in Colombo which doos not please, 
tho town for tho mosh part boing squalid, 
dirty, and ill kopt, tho stroots flanked by 
hovols, comparison with which is to bo found. 
only in tho south-wost of Ivoland. On tho 
othor hand, both mon and womon, particularly 
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the latter, ure strikingly handsome, 16 is 
nob only thoir flashing black oyes, their woll- 
shaped facox, or thoi: gracolul drapory thik 
ploaso tho oyo. ‘hoy have tho rarov gifb of 
gracolul carriago, A. Coylon girl walks like 
& young ompross, if omprossos tuo partionlurly 
good walkors. [ uso tho similo in dospniy, 
sinco I do not know anything In eonunon 
Wostorn Jifo that ogualy or approaches tho 
mannor of tho commonest Ceylon wonimn in 
moving about tho stroots, 6 is tho custom 
in tho island to ongago women ax Klroot- 
swoopors, and in tho mattor of what Mr. 
Curvoydrop called doportmont, ib is a liboral 
oducation to watch ono of thom swaying lho 
long, floxiblo brush of bamboo twigs. 

Both mon and women chew tho betelnut, 
whioh incidontally serves tho purposo ubbeinod 
by other means by young girls in Japan, 
giving a rod tink to thoir lips, an offeck in 
somo oases by no amenns toibacaming. Ut 
tho country districty the mon wor nothings 
bub a paix of carvings mul a narrow Toin cloth, 
Taken in conjunction with tho ladl puhns, 
, lonfloss for twonty or thirty foot, and thon 
broaking oub into a tult of groon lewvox, they 
voalize, with gratilying didelity, tho piature 
on tho cover of tho Juvenile Missionary Maye 
aie, In towns, and ucer thom, mon dross 


150 BASE BY Wusil, 


gonorally in » singlo robo, thrown about thom 
with infinito graco, Ono colour frequently 
recurring in tho gay procossion was a don 
gold, which, sot against tho tawny flesh and 
tho straight, litho figure, was & constont 
rolreshment to the oye. 

Tho first thing people do on arriving at 
Colombo is to tako tho train for Kandy; for 
which slight Colombo may find consolation in 
tho refloction that if Kandy woro tho point of 
arrival visitors would rush off to tho railwoy- 
station to catch tho carliost train for Colombo. 
Thoro is nothing particular to soo at Kandy, 
cortainly nothing moro than ab Colombo, 
unloss it bo tho Botanical Gardons, Bub tho 
journoy through tho country is woll worth, 
taking, and affords a convoniont opportuniby 
of seeing tho island. ‘This is not anarrod by 
any unduo rapidity on tho part of tho train, 
which takos four hows and a quarter to do the 
sevonty-two milos. It should bo adda that 
the gradiont is for half tho way vory sloop, 
olamboring tho hills, and prosonting a splendid 
viow of tho country. 

I supposo Coylon is greon all tho yoar round. 
Certainly nothing could surpasa its vorduro in 
mid Docembor. At Kandy rain falls on about 
two hundved days in tho yoar, tho amma rin- 
fall boing cighty-five inchos. This is n bounti- 
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ful supply; but tho peculiar good fortune of 
Coylon is that ik is prothy oqually dividod 
throughout tho your. Unlike [ndia, tho ishuut 
knows no alternations of wob or dry soasony, 
with tho onrth groon for so many months ai 
pare brown for so manymore, Tn Ochobor mul 
Novombor tho north-oash monsoon is blowing, 
and in June, whon tho soubh-vesl monsoon is 
taking ils turn, the rains are heaviosi. Cho 
dvy soason, such as itis, happons in Moleuery 
aud Marcel; bat oven thon tho oncth is ut 
no distant intervals rofreshod with gonial 
showors. 

Coylon, liko somo obhor members of the 
colonial family, lias soon botber days, or 
gomo yoars pash its colfeo orop has bean 
unromunorative, aud it is said anany of the 

- plantations aro howvily mortgaged, his year 
tho hearts of tho planters aro choored hy 
brightor rosults, ‘hore is mors eofles, bub 
pricos aro low, and on tho whole planturs are 
inclinod with incronsot assiduily Lo oxhond 
the growth of the cinchona, Chis bree, frou 
whose bark quinine is made, war ouly a tow 
yoars ago introduced tnbo tho ishuid, and geen 
things mo lookod for from it. ‘Wow is still 
stoadily grown, and holds tts high place in tho 
market, Rico is another product, of whieh 
thoro aro abundant sigus on the journey from 
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Colombo to Kandy, ‘Tho hill-sidos for milos, 
fax as tho eye can ronch, aro carved oub in 
torzacos, on whoso lovol tho rico is sown, 
Tho water running down from tho uppor hills 
is doxtorously trappod, and abundantly sup- 
plics onch step of tho terrace, an immense 
boon to tho plantor. 

As tho train slowly mounts tho sloop 
ascont, on tho lovol hoight of which sinnuds 
the capital of the old Kandian kings, tho viow 
grows in boauty, somolimos closely verging 
on grandeur. Bolow, a groab dip in tho circle 
of hills, ig the groon valloy, with tho wator on 
tho vico-ficlds glistoning in tho sun. Dayond 
is a rango of hills, ovor varying in shiapo as 
tho weain croops higher; and all tho way, 
sometimes within ronch of hand, is a tropical 
wood, rich with cocoa-nub and banann-troos, 
glowing with tho blood-red hybisous, fair with 
countloss wild flowors, and cool with fom- 
clad rocks, down which musicully trieklos tho 
bountiful wator, 

Kandy is a pretty town, with ils while 
roata, its groon foliage, ila Llowors, iis lako, 
and its sontinel guard of mowntaius, tn tho 
native quartor, though tho sireols aro broader, 
the housos and shops aro not mueh betbor 
than in Colombo, Anything in tho shapo of 
four walls and a roof will do for tho Ciugaloso 
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to Tivo in. "Tho look of tho stroots is furthor 
damagod by tho widoly sprond apponranco of 
shut-up tonomonts. When the Cingeloso 
family go forth to thoir daily work thoy pul 
ap a shutter in tho placo whore tho door 
ought to be, and all that is noodful in dono, 
Thoro beiug no windows bo tha houses, a row, 
whon thus shat wp, looks liko an agplomoration 
of doserted shods, 

Tho Govornor, who sooms to have bean 
wwoll looked aftor, has a protly rosidenco hore 
in & wood on an ominonco overlooking tho 
town, A winding walk loading to tho top af 
tho hill, whenco a fino view of the town and 
valloy is obtainod, skirty tho Covemor’s 
gardon, aud isnamod after Cady dLortan, wil 
of a formor govornor, ‘Iho finost bailding in 
Colombo jis Govormnont llonse, which, with 
its lofly rooms, browd verandihy, ool eo. 
tidors, and ploasant gurdon, is the perfeckion 
of a tropical rosidonco. 

Tho arlisans of Kany turn ot Bono siniple gm 
brags-work aud o qurious hil of pobbory. 
Those avo soon osaminod, mud Kenly, from 
a tourist's point of view, livad ohiolky on tho 
beauty of ils Botania Gardens, They aro 
siluatod in tho suburb called Poradoniya, and. 
avo reachod by « drivo of nearly four miles 
along tho high-rond to Golombo, Wo dro¥o 
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out carly in the morning, long before tho mur 
was in full blaze. Wo mob a long stream of 
mon, and womon hurrying into town carrying 
baskots of vogolablos and fuib and bundlos of 
packots. ‘Tho pringipal industry on the long 
strotch of road appoars lo bo tho barbors’. 
Thero was 2 barbor's shop ab ovory fow 
hundvod yards, a low shod, in which wm aman 
was squatted on tho floor boside tho implo- 
monts of his art awaiting custom—somotimos, 
with better luck, actually ongagod on w job. 
Tho procoss is a little poculiav. Artist and 
subjoct squat on the ground faco to Lace and 
knoo 40 knoo, tho artist pulling tho subjoot’s 
head about as his convonionco may require, 
As lrequontly as not tho Cingaleso doos not 
squat on tho ground, bul, stooping down, 
hangs his woight on his knoes with only his 
fed# on tho ground. T saw two noquaintances 
moot on tho high-road. Aftov an intoreliange 
of salutation, they both sank down in this 
position, and, putting up thoir wubrollas, pro. 
parod for a morning's gossip. 

Kandy, boing tho principal objoct of ablrac- 
tion for tho British and Ainorioan tourist, has 
sufforod the consequont domoralization of tho 
floating inhabitants. Boys and mon hang 
about tha door of tho hotel in search of any 
odd job that shall look liko wotk and bring in 
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annas, Another art, brought lo enriously 
high porfoction, ix that of nbually hoping 
cach othor Lo proy upon Lho foreigner, Boing 
told that a small boy hanging about the hotel 
wwns a usofal gnide, woll up in bolany and 
arboriculture, T ongagod him Jor the day, atul 
gpoedily dissovorod Uhab ho was ublorly usoloss, 

«What's that?’ ( asked Lim, pointing bo 
a ourions whilo flower, 

A kind of flowor,” ho roplicd with porloct 
confidenco, aud brimming ovor wibl solf-salia- 
faction ob coming oub suecossfully from an 
carly tosh, 

“What's that?” T askod a little lator, 
indicating an wifamiliar mombor of tho palm 
family. 

“ A kind of troo,” ho promptly answorad, 

Ono of his minor trimmphs was bo poink out 
what ho called “a bunyan tree,” meaning a 
banyan; and onde, whon wo howe a fuuiliae 
whistlo and roar, ho, with a wave of his dant 
towards tho passing objact, said, A tain” 
—all of whieh mado us glad woe Tied taka t 
guido, , 

TIo accompaniod. us Lo Liudy Horton's Walk, 
and had not gone many pacos when wo wera 
joinod by anothor youth, whom ow guide 
gonially introduced, and who aecompaniad us 
on the walk, confixming tho youngor one ag bo 
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this boing “a kind of flowor” and that “tn 
kind of tree.” “Whon, wo got back to tho hotel 
our budding courior said, with a patronizing 
wavo of tho hand— 

“You give him somothiug ?”’ 

‘Tasaid I would do so with groat ploasuro, 
and consultod him as to tho prociso mnount, 
oxplaining that I had moant to present him 
with a rupeo for himsolf, and oxprossing 
my appreciation of his gonorosity in dosiving 
to share it with his companion. IlLovonpon 
the youth’s advocacy of hig {riond’s claim 
abruptly cooled, and I hoard nothing moro on 
the subject. Somothing bottor still apponed. 
on driving to tho station. Tho coachunan 
drovo off without waiting for his faro. Vro- 
sontly, whon wo woro scated in tho carriage, 
he sent a friond for his favo, and tho friend 
asked for something for himself for conveying 
the money | 

Tho Botanic Ganlons covor uomly 
hundred and fifty acros of land, and sland 
fifteon lundred foot sbove the soa. ho 
climate is admirably suitod for garden cul- 
tivation, being hot, moist, and vory equablo. 
E loarn from Dr. Trimon, the director, that 
tho mean annual tomporature is about 77°, 
April and May boing the hottost eal Dooem- 
ber tho coldost months, ‘Tho gardous woro 
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ostablishod sixty yours ago, hoing partly formal 
out of a royal park abiached to tho pulnco of 
tho, kings of Kandy. hey aro bomtilntly 
situated, lying within a Joop of the river, 
musically named Mahaweli, which surronnids 
thom on all sidos, excopt tho south, whore 
thoy aro boundod by tho high-roul. Wo took 
ow: guido with us, bub tho likbla impostor was 
shopped at tho gatos, as ho Inow he wonld, be, 
This is dono on the principle of division of 
plundor. Tho attondants within tho gardons 
havo the porquisito of showing sirangors round, 
and brook no rival noar tho throne, Jb is 
a nuisance, groatly marring tho ploasuro of 
strolling through tho gardons, for ono oumot 
tako a tun without boing accosted by ono 
of those mon wanting to soll a handbook, bo 
“show tho fornory,” or prosonting wv {lower 
or spocimon of fruib, with a too obvious eyo 
for annas. ' 

Tho gardons axa, howovor, quily good 
snovgh to componsato for polly annoynncos 
of this kind, Whilst raro spocinens af toa 
and plant ave lovingly oullivated, tho original 
boanty of tho ground, ite undulating aweop, 
and in some dpots ity virgin jungls are lott 
wndisiuebed. Always thoro is tha flowing 
river, with tho view caught horo and. thero of 
tho satinwood bridyo that crosses i like m 
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notwork of gossamor, Jollowing tho various 
walks thoro aro found noarly all the choico 
troos of tho tropics. Within viow of tho 
gatoway is a magnificont group of plus, 
plantod moro than forty yours ago, containing 
within its aren all the native apocies and many 
spocimons of forcign lands. Tforo'is tho tali- 
pot, tho aloo of palms, which (lowors but oneo 
and thon dios, Continuing tho round of tho 
gardens wo como upon tho palm of Contral 
America, from tho loaves of which tho Panana 
hat is mado. Horo is tho upas troo of Jaya 
with considerably moro than throo branchos, 
and nono of thom ent down, ‘Toro is a mag- 
nificont climp of bamboo, sproading outward 
ab tho top like a bonquot. If any ono cares to 
sit out a long summor day thoy may soo those 
grow at the rate of a loot in twonty-four hours 
—half an inch por hour, 

On tho left of tho pathway aro threo inighty 
trunks, doad to thomselvos, but living outside 
with what looks, ab short distance, lke 
masses of ivy, but is a floworing croapor, 
gemmod with a palo violot blossom, ILore is 
tho india-rubbor troo and importations from 
Povack which yiold guita-porcha. ILovo, thoir 
branchos almost intonuingling, aro tho Lina 
layan cypross, the ponoil codar of Bormuda, 
the Norfolk Island pine, and tho chumnpak of 
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India, sacred in the oyos of tho frithful, {fore 
is tho coco-tlo-mer, the Columbus of broo-fruié, 
which, found flouting on tho Iidinn Ocoan or 
washod wp on Gho shores of Coylon, was for 
two conturios n imystory bo mean, till ibs home 
was found mnong fho toast known fslands of 
tho Soychollos group. Tho growth of tho Groo 
is as slow as its offspring is aclventurous, 
putting forth a singlo loaf a yonr, aul so 
taking somothing liko an oternity bo roach ibs 
normal hoight of a hundred foot, Tove, grow- 
ing on tho trunk of » troo, is a fino specimon. 
of the Monstera deliciosa, of Mexican birth, 
of which, by tho way, thoro is ® much finor 
spocimon ab Chatsworth, 

Foxe is tho candlo-troo of Contral Ainorion, 
with its fruit hanging down liko trllow-dips 
ton to tho pound. Ifore is aw baryan-truo, 
whose branches cast rn shadow two Iunidroil 
foot in diamotor. Toro is the Goylon iton- 
wood treo, beautiful in life with ils swoot- 
scontod. flowors, its loaves, bom Ilootlrod, 
growing into groon tbove mul white Dolow, 
and in its doath usofal for household purposes, 
Hore is a troo local to Coylon, whouo lowvas 
serve with cabinot-makers tho purpoxss of 
sand-paper; and horo—tho glory of the 
gurdons—~is a long avonuo of pals, whose 
stoms run up, round and smooth, as if twnod 
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by a labho, and avo suddonly crowned ab tho 
top with a coronot of fan-liko loaves, 

Evorywhoro thoro are flowers and swoot 
scont, and hero and thero, up troos of dark 
groon foliago, ono comes upon boys beating 
with sticks at byranchos, from which fall fruit, 
tho colour of poachos and somolhing similar 
in size and shape. As thoy fall thoy split, 
disclosing tho dark brown nutmog bound in 
the scarlet moshos of tho maco. Many of 
theso plants and treos aro to bo soon anro~ 
fully nourishod wndov glass at Kow; but thoy 
look infinitoly bottor at homo in tho olenr 
aumosphoro and undor tho swimy skios of the 
tropics, 
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CHAPTER X. 
THE PRISONER OF CRYLON. 


Anant Bay's home of oxile sbands about 
threo milos out of Colombo. It ix reachadl hy 
long dusty road, somotimes shirbing tha 
Indian Ocoan, on Wwhoxo cool imergin brown 
figuros stand dabbling tho wator up to their 
knoos, and plying a fishing-rod. They do nab 
soem to eaboh much, and wo 'comionlly dispro- 
portionate, lishing with vod and Ting in au 
ocoan that washes tive canbinonts. Ub ib ia 
vory ploasant way of gobling throngh tho day, 
having a wholesome appoarnneo of work, 
without tho accompanimont of bliuling dunt 
and dry untompored hoab which hievy those 
labouring by tho roadside, 
Té is a vory squalid quarter, the houses 
being mero huts thatched with pals lowyor. 


Many of thou! aro uot six feob high, andl tho 
VOL, 1 7 30 


162 FASE BY WEST. 


olders of tho family crawl into thom like 
animals rolurning to their holos. ‘hoy Inve 
no windows, and havo nob rorchod tho skilfd 
contrivance of tho Japanese, whose sliding 
shutters drawn back lowvo the domicile easy 
of accoss. ‘Thero is a plain wooden shutter 
that contrivos a double dobb to pay, being a 
window by day and a door by night, Whon 
tho CGingaloso roliros to vost this board is 
pub up, and the arrangements aro emuploto. 
Thoro avo plontifal chinks which admib air and 
somo rays of light; but noithor is a matlor 
that scoms greatly to concorm the lhouse- 
holdor. Passing by day ono can seo crouching 
wilhin tho doorway fathor or mother; oven 
oftonor tho grandfather or grandmother, Tn 
spito of insanitary houschold arvangoments, 
tho Cingaloso seom to live to a ripo age, wil 
wrap their yoars about thom liko a picturesque 
gamont. long groy hair, dooply furrowed 
facos, gleaming dark oyos, figuron still upright, 
aud tho loose garmont of gay colours worn wilh 
onsy grace, Junko old ago strikingly abbractivo, 

Thovo is no diflisulty in approaching the 
prisonor of Coylon. Ifo has noibhor jailor nor 
guard, and is freo to do what ho pleases 
within the limits of tho islanl, Whon we 
drovo up ho was sibling in tho broad verandah 
which fronts tho houso—a heavy stone build. 
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ing with nothing lovable whowk ib. Th Klands 
ina gardon whieh sooms loll probly much bo 
ily own dovicos. S'hoso, as in all bropieal 
gardons, tuke gorgoous turns, ‘Thore are 
abundance of flowors growing in wild Inauri- 
ance, and jusb by tho porch one Mnplish vos 
bush, timidly doing its best to mmintain ts 
anocioul ropublation muid its vichor foroiga 
brothiuvon, 

Arabi was dressed in a loose light-brown 
evorcoal of mumistukablo British muko, with 
whilo duck trowsors nud waisbcont, end the 
insaparablo foy, To was ab work writing, 
with his back to tho gardon, and his fioo 
to tho doad wall, which might wilh w Tittle 
card bloom with jossamino, with the browbh 
of which all tho garden is swoot. [lo 
showed us his work a little later, displaying 
with childlike pride tho Inboriotuly ieaca 
DBuglish charactors by which he had spell oab 
 By-and-by,” “A timo will como,” and other 
simplo sontencos, which fovmad his Mnglish 
losson, Lis oxorcixo-book had originally been 
designod for accounts, and he now filled 
the money column wilh Arabic phrase, tu 
lating if into Mnglish on tho border line, As 
ho oponod tho book ho disclosed a cowplo of 
cheap Now Yoar cards, tho remembrances of 
unknown aduirers in Mnglaud, ‘ho Htera- 
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tuo was oxocrablo, but tho gay colors xoomod 
to ploase the Mgyptian, and ho ovidontly tron 
surod thon. 

Two or throo mon in native dross were 
standing about tho stablos, which fluiked ono 
side of tho house, A. gontloman whom we sub- 
sequontly know as the intorproter advaneod to 
rocoive us as tho carringo ontorod. the growls, 
Arabi silontly bowod a welcome, bub did nok 
scom inclinod for convorsntion with casual 
strangers, Many passors-by call in, and he is 
not quito sure that all avo friondly, Wo laud an 
introduction from a trusted personal friend, 
Which smoothed iwatbors, and presontly tho 
cold suspicions mannor was altered, aad the 
silont man becaino loquacious. Ilo lad Ko Lar 
profited by his studies in Mnglish as to be able 
to carry forward simplo convorsation, To will 
soon pass by his intorpretar, whose command 
of English is not oxtonsive, tho offort of trans 
Jotion causing him pitoously to porspire, 

Arabi had no objoction whatayor to disouss 
political affairs; bub ho oven osboututiously 
porsistod in doing so from tho shuidlpoing of 
pormanont exile, Tike Viotor Inigo after bho 
coup @élat, ho has takon a solonm oth (por- 
haps suporfluous in tho oxisting ciremmstances) 
neyor to lot his foot pross tho soil of Mgypt 
whilo Towlik reigns. 
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*Oni, tant qu'il sera Id ywvon cio on qvon pornixie, 
: O Franco, Franco aide, of qwou pliatve lonjonia 
Jono veverrai pas te ferro douco ol. Lriste ; 
Tombeau do nos aioux of nid do mos amotrs 1” 


Thus Vietor Jago, in “Ties Chuibimontis,” 

“Twill naver go back to Meypt as long 
is it is onslaved by Tewlik,? Arabi sys with 
nnawontoil accoss of animation. “TT have no 
dosive to soo Ngypt whilo it is a land of slives. 
Onco it was a country that smollod sweot to the 
nostrils; now it stinks. Its wolls are covered + 
with ocarth; thoro is no rofvoshmeont in ib. 
Why doos not Unglund mako Kgypt tree?” 

Talking again of Towlik, and contrasting, 
hin with his fathor, he said, “Ismail is a 
clovor nan, bub a rogue. Vowlile is not clover 
enough to bo a rogue: ho is,simply foolish, | 
do not think ho knows the difference betwoon 
right and wrong.” 

OF Mnaglind, whose arnis Glased him from 
Aloxandrin wand vouted Tim ab Tol-ol-Kobir, 
Arabi spoaks with unfoigned roxpoct, and with 
an wfootionsto rogard which, if nob roal, is 
well assimnod, 

“TL hopo to seo Mnglund some day,” he 
said. “Tam loarning Mauglish fast aul write 
it too, Took here.” | 

Thon ho brought out his losxon-book, aid 
gavod with a pleased, foud smile upon his 
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tromondous and painful feats of caligraply. 
ITo was so engrossed with his scholastio pur 
suits that ho forthwith procooded to givo an 
Hnglish lady who was presont lessons in 
Arabic, reciting from his stock of Mngtlish 
phrases, and putting thei in Arabic. Ilo 
wrolo his namo for her on a enrd, sobbing 
himsolf rosolutoly down rt tho table, inking lis 
fingers a good doal, and sponding seven or 
eight iminutes upon tho task. When eon. 
cludod it van “Almod Arabi, tho Myyptian ; 
Colombo,” with tho date. Ifo might almost 
havo stormod a town with # sinilar expondi- 
* turo of timo and physical labour, 

It¢ was rogrottablo to find that tho nanos of 
tho rank-and-dile of the Pourlh Party avalonod 
uo responsive chord in the mind of the illus 
trious minw whose choquerod eurear they hail 
followed with varying atbontion. Jlo seomed 
all unconscious that in tho spring of a 
session Sir llenvy Wollf and Mr, Covst lad 
donounced the Government for nob onbting 
up Arabi, man aud horse, and in the autmun 
of the saind session had truoulontly roturnodd 
to tho attack with tho churge of ernel and 
cowardly sovorily towards a puro and high- 
mindod patrioh whom tho fortimes of war 
had delivered into thoir hands. But for 
the leader of the party tho oxilo soldier 
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chorishos tho lovoliost foolings of gratitude 
aid. rospoct. 

“You will soo Lord Churchill when you 
yotumn!” ho said, spoaking, as all bub the 
simplost romarks wore nundo, through tho in- 
torpretor, “ Saluto Iiim for ma, and give hin 
iny thanks, T honow: him as the friend of 
slaves, the chainpion of tho opprosted.? 

As Arabi was cannistakebly in onmost, | 
trust I presorvod a grave countonanes whilst 
taking chargo of this nossago. But | could 
not help thinking of Tord Randolph's good 
fortune which kopb him away from the lousy 
a the opoch whon tho oxigoncios of purty 
conflict led the Fourth Party on another tick, 
and Sir envy Wolff and Me, Corst, ob. 
Woroding tho daughtor of llored, uightly 
demandod that Mr. Gladsbono should produce 
tho hoad of Arabi on a chargor, 

Whatever discontont nay have rafited the 
bosom of Arabi on first Gaking up his residence 
on tho ishmd hes now disappeared or is 
judiciously controlled. Tle declares himself 
happy and contonbod, eub adrift fram wir itd 
polities, and passing a poacoful Tifo, badClinge 
only foy supremacy ovor fMnglish vorbs, and 
giving up bis mind to cirewnventing tho 
tondoncy of tho plural to ereap into fis 
oxoreisos whon grammatical accuracy (lomnnds 
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the singular, ITo likos tho climate, oxcapb 
that it is too wot, which moans that ab protby 
rogular intorvals a thunderelond of vain bursts 
ovor the thirsty islind and koops il ovor groon, 
Ho cortainly looks well and happy, and tnlking 
to him. under the cool vorandih, with tho 
solt air wandering through tho quiot gardon, 
one would not roadily associato this gortblo- 
mannered, kindly facod man with tho aots 
that will make tho namo of Arabi Boy live in 
history. 


( 169 ) 


CITAPPER XL. 
THE LIVERVOON OW INDIA. 


Wnen I was at Tongkong T heard a plaintive 
protest againsb tho ignormuco provalont in 
England on mnattors portaining to tho colony. 

“hoy do not oven know,” tho indignant 
colonist said, by way of climax, “ that I Long- 
ong is an island.” 

That is a just and mansworabloe reproach, 
and, by way of avorling its acaptabion to 
Bombay, I hasten to say that tho eily is 


actually an island, oxtanding ovor an aren of 


twonty-two square milox. Tb is one of the 
fow valuable aequisitions Hiab cama wilt tts 
Stuarts, being coded bo this country in LOGL 
as part of tho dowry of the Porluguose princess 
Catharino on hor marriago with Ghurlos 11, 
Somo little difficuliy followed upon this 
arrangomont, tho Porlugnoso oaptvin in posses 
sion doclining to fulfil the treaty, mul the 
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British soldiors who had boen sont out to 
tako over tho place wore landod on tho island 
off Carwar to await tho solllomont of the 
dispulo, which many anticipated by dying. 
Charlos LL. was oxcoodingly wrath with his 
fathor-in-law, blustorod a good doal, domandod 
£100,000 by way of compensation, and finnlly 
took nothing. ‘Pwo yours lator tha Muglish 
troops somchow or other gol into Bombay, 
and in 1668, nothing in the way of moncy 
boing squoozablo out of tho now posgossion, 
King Chazlos handed it ovor to tho Mast Lidia 
Company for an anual paymont of ¢10, 

Tho Company procooded in Insinoss-liko 
munnor to improve tho abtractivonoss of tho 
placo, and had sueceodod so woll that in 1675, 
when Dr, John Veyor visited it, tho originnl 
population of 10,000 souls had boon multipliod 
sixfold. hoy wero, according to tho ourly 
wavellor’s account, w very nixed lob-- wa Hob 
of the most confoundod rnseals in tho world,” 
as Sir John Astloy, on an hisborienl ovension, 
urbanoly doseribod tho Ivish Home Rulors in 
the Tfouso of Commons. What tho lMnst 
India Company wantod was men and women 
to fll up tho now sotllomont, whieh speodily 
becumo tho Alsatia of Tudia. 

Strangely cnongh, tis ourly characteristic 
of mixed nationality elings lo Bombay to tho 
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progont day. All tho nations of tho world 
jostlo orch olhor in its booming sgrools, 
According to tho Inst consus, tho populition 
of 10,000 which ownod tho sway of Portayral 
in I6GL had, in the eourse of 880 yorrs, 
roachod over 778,000, Of those, only 10, 15) 
wore Tinvoponns, & mora handful of the donii- 
nant race planted ont amid the Insurianes of 
native growth. Considerably moro than Ia! 
the population is Lindoo, of various castos 
and divers pringipalitios ; 158,000 are Midian 
modaus; the rust uto Parsoos, dows, Portit- 
guoso, nogroos, half-broods, and Chinosa. 
Those last, which form so inporbunt and 
nunorous a secbion of other countries on the 
coast of tho Mastern homixphoro, lave gained 
no foothold in Bombay, Aftor ail these yours 
thore aro only L690 in tho city, The renyon 
for this is porhaps not far to soak, Tho work 
which the Chineso succossiilly undertahe in 
Jlongkong, tho Straits Solilomentsy, and tdi 
Malay Poninaula, ig eeoomplishod in Nomluy 
by neadives ov onvliar sebblora | Whore thio 
Jhinamen would sab ap avi banker ho is freed 
by tho Marwareo 5 whore ho would embark as 
amorohang or shipowner he finds tho Pres 
in possession. fo is an oxcollont Gook and 
housohold servant; bub so are the hilo. 
Portugueso, who haven onion claim; whilst 
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for the lowor avis, tho washing and tailoring, 
tho native is more than oqual to domands 
upon his time and onorgios, 

Bombay had at one time an evil roputation 
for its fatal insanitarinoss, Il was a cominon 
saying that tho duration of a Wuropoan’s lifo 
was spaunod by two monsoons. On ono site 
of tho town thoro was, and in bottored con- 
dition still is, a wido oxpanso of low land 
called the Tats. Over these tho oconn 
washod whon the monsoon blow; and whon 
tho wind coasod, tho sea, sullonly rotroating, 
lofi bolkind a morass which bred malarious 
fovor. ‘This ovil was grapplod with, jusb a 
hundrod yoars ago, by Govornor Hornby. Tle 
had frequontly reprosontod bo the Directors of 
tho Hast India Company tho perils of tho situa- 
tion, and had pointod out how thoy might bo 
averted by tho creation of an ombantanont 
that would koop tho soa off tho Flats. 

Tho proposod improvomont would, how- 
ovor, cosh & lac of rupeos, and suol willtl 
oxiravaganoo tho Court of Directors rosolutely 
declinod to senotion. Ropoatod application 
mot with porsistout rofusal, Bub Governor 
Hornby was a man of courage mad rosourco, 
Ho ostiinatod that tho work might, if undor- 
taken in & liboral spirit, bo comploted in a 
yoor. Ifo waitod till his torm of office was 
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within oightoon months of oxpiring and thon 
bogan tho ombankniont. 

There was no bolograph in those days, nor 
any ovorland innil oxpadilod by swift ships 
and oxpross trains. Nows travellod slowly 
to Leadenhall Streat, end the embankmant 
grow apace, Tho Directors, oithor gobbling 
svind of tho projoot or suspecting the Coyornor 
of evil intont, sont an urgont dospatoh bearing 
on tho subjoot, Th duly roachod Governor 
Hornby; but he, dosiring not to have his mind 
distyactod whilst tho groab work was in pro- 
gross, lofh tho despatch wnoponod in bis desk. 
Whou tho ombankment was couplotod and 
tho lac of rupoes apeut, bo opened tho otter, 
and found if was an ordor for his suspension 
from tho oflieo and authority of Covarnor of 
Bombay, 1b was too lato to provont the 
croation of tho ombankmont, and the Governor 
could only wrilo and oxpross his rogrob [dy 
tho sories of ciroutustanoos that tnd battled 
tho intent of the Court of Diroelors. Shoe 
Tonournhlo Courb momonterily went mad 
with rage; but i6 could nob tow up the on 
Dinkmont, whieh rommins to this diy —the 
slvation of Bombay, sud an ondturing monn. 
mont to tho momory of tho audacious Covornor, 

Oddly onough, within tho lash daventy 
yours Bombay has povmanontly bonefibed by 
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a somowhat similar high-handod procooding 
on tho part of an official, Any ono who livod 
in Bombay in 1860, and rotammoed to ib now 
would scarcely rocognizo his old acquaintanea, 
Within that poriod, chiofly botweon 1861 and 
1872, Bombay was visitod by something like 
an epidomic of palatial building. It began 
during the Amorican War, when tho prico 
of cotton stoadily went up, pouring sovereigns 
by the million into tho lap of Bombay. Ib 
is ostimatod that bolwoon 1861 and 1866 
Bombay rocoivod oighty-ono millions sbevling 
over and nbovo what sho had during tho 
provious five yoars gladly accoplod as fall 
valuo for hor cotton. A gront doal of this 
fabulous woalth disappeared during tho mad 
rush of speculation which wholmod tho city 
in 1864; but a good doal of it stuck, and ils 
procecds may bo soon to this day. Woelthy 
natives, making coup ator coup in cotton, 
and seucely knowing whet to do with thair 
money, dotormined bo koop thoi memories 
gtoon by dowering tho oily with some sluboly 
gift in stone. 

Ono prosented a lac of rupeos whorowith 
lo build tho clock towor which looks abroad 
over island, son, and mainland, Who tho 
inovitablo crash came, this bonolactor was 
ruined. Only rocently tho tower las beon, 
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complotod, and it was found that, so mmni- 
ficont had boon the imonoy gill, ib was inypos- 
siblo 40 spond tho last £6000, Tho original 
donor, pathotically setting forth Iid prosont 
condition of comparativo dostitution, politioned 
the govornmont to refund him this overplus, 
which would bo sufliciont to givo him a frosh 
start in business. Tho Govormnawb, in a 
minuto which cannot bo road without a glow 
of admiration, frigidly vobukod tho wnfortunato 
man for oven submitting such a proposition, 
and vominded hin that tho monoy, should 
they loose their grasp of it, bolongod nob 
to him but to his creditors. Moroupon tho 
creditors prickod up thoir ours and hnilod 
“a4Daniol como to judgmont.” But tho 
Governmont folt thoy had dono all that could 
be expedted in tho causo of commercial 
morality by laying down this principle; and 
they hold on to tho money. 

It was during thoso hilarious times, whou 
money flowed in liko tho rising tide, that 
Bombay found itsTLausmann. ‘ho munic ipa 
administration af tho cily was conducbod in 
some not vory clearly ostublishod manor by 
a Commissioner and a boneh of justicos. Tho 
Commissioner happonod to bo a gontloman 
of much ability, ovormastoring onorgy, and 
a fino tasto for strootarchitecturg. Ilo pulled 
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down and built'up, broadened thoroughfares, 
crotted aquares, levolled rookorios, aud, above 

all, builé a magnificent markot, tho flnost in_ 

India, or, for tho matter of that, in the world,. 

: which was named aftor himself—Christian and 

-sumame, so that there should bo no inistake. 

_.. Bombay was delighted. Irom a common. 
place town it was growing into a bountiful. 
city, compared with which Paris wndor tho 

"wand of Baron Hausmann would havo to 
take. second yank, hon tho ‘bills began 
‘to como in, and there followed a portod: of 
consternation, broken by’ a blast of indig 
nation, Tho popular: ‘miile became tho oxo-" 
cratod spoiler, Eo stood gullantly, to his post 
for some timo, assorting’ the inviolubility: of 

‘his office; but, the wrath of tho taxpayor | 
prevailed,” and finally tho. onco  aittocrntia 
Commissioner ‘was smuggled owt of Bonrbay 
something aftor tho fashion in which Sir John 
Falstaff aacapod from Damo Quickly’ 8 in tho 
hour of peril. 

But, like Governor. omby, his. works 
Were . indostrustiblo. There remained’ for 
Bombay nothing but to pay tho bill and enjoy 
with whatovot grace was possible the fair, 
buildings and bioad boulevards ib had. un- 
wittingly purehased. ‘Fortunately, tho. aotive. 
Commissioner had not the opportunity, even: 
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-if-he had the dosive, to deal with the native 
streots, . Consequently Bombay prosonts within 
‘convenient aren tho full contrast of a modern 
and magnificent Huropoan quartor with the 
narrow -alleys flankod by. lofty buildings in 
which tho natives live. Horo ono may troll 
for howts as for remote from sign of Wostern 
“life ‘ns if India were still’ undor hox nativo 
‘princes: or hor Mogul conquorors. 

. Leading out’ of Bombay in: tho divootion 
of Pavell, where the Governox lives, is o stroot 
w» milo ‘and a half long, which, whether by 
day or night, is thronged with a motloy mul. 
titude. Hore, with pointed turban, glorious ~ 
in ‘red and gold, is tho Banian, tho oarlioat— 
“foreign trader of India, who to. this day: 
controls much of tho trado with Africa and 
Arabia. Theso are good chureh-going Ein 
“doos, and, holding tho Buddhist thoory of 
the: -transmigrition, of souls, they will not 
-destxoy. animal lifo in auy form. Tn yariona 
parts.of thé, city there are homes for docnyad 
‘logs; cats, and: othoy animals — pinjtapolos. 
they: ave. oillod—endowoed and suppoxted Ly 
those. shrewd tundors.., Driving oarly one 
mmorhing along the Quoéii’s Road I ‘saw a 
_Hindoo apparently, dvopping seed by the way 
side, “He ‘was scattoring it close by the grnas- 
grownwall that hove sais tho road. When 
VObs Ihe teed, ‘ 81 : 
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ho had gono his way I went to soo what Io 
had hoon doing, and found he had boon strow- 
ing bits of sugar for tho rofection of an army 
of ants, who, somo ten doop and in ondloss 
siteam, wore passing and ropassing, ongagoi 
upon. ono of their mystovious ontoxprisos. 

On this same morning, in the samo rond, 
noaror to tho city, J saw a Musantman pro- 
duso his prayor-carpet and perform his nom- 
ing dovotions; a. fow pacos off was a Varxeo 
in high glazed hab, whito cotton bod-gown, 
and bright red trousors, hailing his deily in 
tho xising sun; whilst on tho sward close 
by was an Finglishman in Jlannols and sun- 
holmet diligently viding round, taking is 
exoreiso at the only hour possiblo in this 
Christmas weathor. 

Tho low wall which flanks Quoon’s Joni 
at this part sorvos other purposes than that of 
patvol ground of tho ants, Tt is a favourite 
sleeping quarter for the fustidious native who 
finds his ovor-crowded «lwolling too hot. 
Nothing is more common, passing hore in the 
early morning, than to soo a bundlo on tho wall 
moyo, « cloud of whito drapory parted, and. 
bohold! a mild Hindoo, a immeulont Moslom, 
or a hall-casie out of placa risoa from a com- 
fortablo night’s sloop. lis ablutions aro por- 
formod ag publicly as his night's rest is taken. 
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From somo of tho coplios passing by wilh 
leather skins tightly Mlod le bogs ns inuel. 
wator as will fill lis tota, tho small circular 
brass vessol without which no native movon 
many yards from his hoad-quartors, This ho 
pours ovor his hands, rubs his face withal, 
washes out his mouth, and is rondy for any- 
thing elso that Allah or Vishnu may sond him. 

This capacity on tho part of tho Ifindoo 
for sloeping anywhevo whoro night may chauce 
to find him is rathor embarrassing in hotols. 
The personal sorvant who invariably accom- 
panies the Anglo-Indian sleeps outsido his 
mastor’s door, and till this habiludo grows 
familiar is apt 40 be stumblod ovor. It makos 
no differenco whero or how the door may be 
situated, there the servant sloops. At Bonaros 
our room was ono of a range facing tho courl- 
yard, with an opon verandah skirting it, On 
the stono flags of this vorandah, with the 
thermometer at freezing point, slept three 
servants, like dogs at thoir mastors’ doors, one 
T know having como from tho far South, 

Tho orthodox Flindoos who nro undor the 
domination of tho Brahmins aro most fre. 
quontly passed in tho pross of the bazaars 
or tho bustle of tho Paroll Road. An casy 
moans of distinguishing botweeun Mussulman 
and Hindoo is found in tho out and fold 
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of the cholis ov broagt-cloth. Tho Ilindeo » 
fastens his noar his right shonldor, # small 
apace cnt away disclosing tho baro flosh. ‘Cho 
. Mussulman fastens his near tho lofi shoulder. 
Tho Hindoos aro divided into two broadly 
defined camps, tho ono worshippors of Vishnu 
the Prosorver, and the othor of Shiva the 
Destroyer. You may know a followor of 
Shiva by his having a mark stampod in colour . 
horizontally on his forohoad. ‘Tho adherents . 
of Vishnu havo a similar mark, but it is 
stamped in colour porpondicularly, Tho Ma- 
hommedans also havo. thoiz two camps, ono 
the. Soonees, who claim to’ bo orthodox, and 
the other tho Shooahs, who accept as tho 
successor of the Prophat Ati the fourth Caliph, 
and his sons Flassan and THoosoin. Of this 
“latter sect aro tho Borahs, tho podlars of 
Tndia,; who dxop down on tho now-comer at 
Hotels. with the stroness and swiftness of 
hawk. 
Tn the street throng aro to be fount many 
coolies, whom the observant Ifryer, surveying 
Bombay two hundred: years ago, brackated 
with Christians, or rather put in a higher place. 
“At a distanco enough from tho Fort,” 
ho wrote, ‘lies the town, in which confusedly ; 
livo’ English, Portuguoso, Topazes, Gontoos, 
Moors, Coolies, and Christians,” © > 
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Topaz is the nameigjunintly given to tho 
Indo-Portuguese, and ovidently xofors to the 
lighter colour of thoir skin. as compared with 
the uatives. Other half-broeds, rosult of 
European and native connoction, aro cnllodd 
Burasians, a, sonorous word, the origin of 
which scoms obscuro till wo poreoive it is 


‘formed by lision. of tho compound worl 


< 


Ewope-Asia. . Notable ovon among this many-~ 
coloured crowd, in which no two people aro in 
respect of stylo and colour dressed oxactly 
alike, are the Parsoos, This industrious and 
wealthy section of tho population havo a 
atvong aud lamentable tondoncy to rig them- 
solvos out in Buropoan clothes, But with 
broadcloth cont and trousers on, theix body, 
thoy nover forsako thoir curions hoadgoar, the 
tall, brimless, glavod hat slanting backwards, 
All day long this crowd passes anil ropagser, ° 
an over-varying picture of onduring iutorost. 
The ordinary liveliness of a busy streot scone 
is added to by tho fact that all shopework ix 
done in public. ‘Horo, as in Japan, thore aro 
no shop-fronts, tho propriotor, his family, lis 
friends, and-his customers aquatiing on the 
floor of the excavation in tho lower part of 
the house which is called the shop. 

Bombay thonght itself mined when, with 
the sudden conclusion, of the American War, 
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prices of cotton tumbled down, carrying wilh 
thom all tho fabric of speculative outorpriso 
built on tho foundation, But, as statistics 
show, Bombay trado has not only survivoil 
tho crash, but has considerably increasod, 
Moro cotton is now oxportod, and a largor 
agerogate sum paid for it, than during tho 
most inflatod poxiod of oxcoplional war-born 
prosperity. Naturally in theso oiremustiances 
the population is incroasing, whilst that of 
Caleutta is standing still and that of Madras 
declining. Thoro is a familiar saying in India 
which illustrates tho gonoral appreciation of 
tho move favoured condition of Bongal as 
boing the soat of tho Govornmont, Whon 
tho punkah is pullod tho strongor current of 
wolcomo air goos to tho sido on which tho 
boys stands, tho other sido bonofiting only 
by tho return swing; tho botter position is 
callod “tho Bengal sido of tho punkah.” But 
it is cloar that ab tho present rato of relative 
progress this term will bocame obsolate, 

_Not content with oxporting cotton, Bom. 
bay is now spinning ib, ' Sovorn) mills, giving 
omployinent to some thousands of lands, aro 
now in operation, and othorg aro projoctocl. 
Apart from considoratious local to Bombay, 
this is an ontorpriso that will bo watched 
with kindly intorost by all who havo ab heart 
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the welfaro of India. It is amongst tho u- 
disputed axioms bearing upon the recurrence 
of famine that the moro manufactures spread, 
withdrawing mon and woinen from the over 
populated labour market in tho agricultural 
districts, tho loss frequont will famine be, 
In addition to cotton, Bombay oxports opinin 
to the oxtont of about six millions atorling 
per annum. Whoat also is a considoxable 
item in its oxport roturns, though tho quan- 
tity greatly varies through succodding yonrs. 
Thoso are transactions conducted through tho 
houses of tho great Banian morchants or of 
Tnglish fxms, 

But the six hundrod thousand natives who 
populate tho city have thoir hands full of wok 
in smaller ways. ‘Tho brass-workors aro a 
groat guild in Bombay, clustoring togothor 
in long rows of shops that extend for sono 
way down tho Parell Road, whfich thoy make 
resonant with the clatior of their hammors. 
Printing is anothoy industry which finds broad. 
for mauy people, ‘Tho printers—choepariag, 
as they are callad—do not sot up typo, bub 
stamp musling, calicoos, and silke with simple 
dosigna and in bold colours. Some confine 
themselves to dyoing the calico, which comes 
either from the Manchester looma ov tho local 
mills. When s Mahommnedan or Hindoo 
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wom wants,a new gagras or cholis, sho 
buys tho nocossary longth of calico and takos 
ib to tho printor, selocting her own colours, 
Thoso offon scam bold rogarded by them- 
solves; but gyacofully wrappod around tho 
awarthy limbg and shouldors, and, mingling 
with ‘tho parti-colourod throng, thoy avo 
onchantihg. Altor a protty oxtonsive jounoy 
through tho largost towns in North-West 
India, I do not remomber to havo scon among 
tho lowest classos five women who wore bailly 
dvessed, and theso oxcoptions wero probably 
Porsians. Tho innato art taste of the natives 
of India is shown not less in their magnificent 
monumons at Benaros than in tho arb of 
dvossing thomsclves, 

In the School of Art ab Bombay nn ox- 
perimont has for some time boon carried on 
with conspicuous success to revive tho ancient 
art of Indian pottery, Ma, Merry, tho director 
and moving spirit of the Institution, works 
upon a vory simplo plan. Ilo takes boys out 
of the siveet, gives thom a fow olomontary 
lossons in drawing and dosigning, aud thou, 
providing thom with a wheel and stock of 
olay, bids thom creato whatovor thair fancy, 
or their gonius if they have it, suggosts to 
thom. Tho result is scon in somo original 
coiposilions of shape and colour, not in the 
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most highly finishod stylo, it is true, bul 
proforablo to somo taslos by reason of their 
unconvontionality, ‘Tho Princo of Wales, 
whou he was horo, took home a luge paoking- 
case of tho products of tho school. A. more 
gouorally accossiblo collectiow is 40 bo fomul 
in tho South Konsington Mysown, though | 
confess that it was not till 1 had travelled all 
tho way 10 Bombay that I mado tho acquaint 
ance of tho work. 4 

Tho extonsion of tho dock accounnodation 
and tho opening of tho Rajpootana Iailway, 
a link on tho way to tho far North, havo 
alroaly givon to tho trado of Bombay w 
notable impulse, which is cortain to incronse. 
Tho cily now has a rogular municipality, 
which koops a sharp oyo on’ all means of 
adding to tho prosporily of its chargo. A 
romarkeably fino body of police answor for 
order. Groat caro is takon with thoir draining, 
uuongst other things in which they are 
tutorod boing tho practico of giving firsb aid. 
to the wounded. Sir Jamos Worguason told 
mo a capital story about this class, an ox. 
amination of which ho had just ablonded. 
Tho mon wore beiug catochizod as to what 
stops thoy would talko in tho ovent of various 
atreot accidents of common. ocaurrenco. 

“Now supposing,” the director naskud, 
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looking rowndthe class, all buming tio dis.’ 
tinguish themselves in tho august prosonco 
of the Governor of Bombay, “supposing a 
buggy driving along tho streeb woro to rn 
over & man andl fracture his. ribs, what would 
you do,?7%* * 

“Run after the buggy-wallah (driver) and 
tale him to prison,” promptly answored one 
of the* mon, policeman instinct overcoming 
humanitarian impulse. 
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CHAPTER XII 
BURYING AND GIVING IN MATRIAGE., . 


“« Cxurroorzioos Monansan presents his best 
compliments to ——, and requests the favony 
of their company to a Newtch Party in honowr 
of tho marriage of hia son Chururodas at dave 
Baug.on tho Kalbadevi Road, on Monday, the 
{7th Decombor, 1883, from 9 to 12 p.m.” 

In response to this invitation, boldly 
printed on a whito card, with the imprint 
of the Am, Ii, Jamshood Printing Pross Co, 
(Limited) in scarcoly loss largo type at tho 
bottom, I found myself in tho Kalbadovi Road. 
about 10,30, when it might reasonibly bo 
supposed the fun was at the height of its fast- 
ness and fury, Tho givor of the party is one 
of the wealthiost.and: most popular natives 
in Bombay. The road in which tho hall is 
situated is the centre of Hindoo life. Conso- 
quontly there was much excitement in the 
neighbourhood, and the approaches to the hall 
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vero crowded much as is the doorway of 1 
‘London church whon 1 fashionable wodding is 
taking placo. But it bocame clone on ontor- 
ing that all tho Tilo and oxcitomont wore 
outside. Within, ranged on benches leaving 
a broad gangway in tho contro, were somo 
sixty ox sovonty natives, ghiolly dressed. in 
cool, looso-fiiting whito robes. Mosé of thom 
had a bunch of roses in haud, tho milortaunte 
flowers being tightly tied as if tho dosign wore 
to inako a ligature, Thoy had suffered tho 
turthor indignity on presentation to cach guosh 
of boing sprinkled with poworlul roso-water, 
Ono of tho elders of tho fnmily carried round 
ft lergo dish of betol nuts, mado up in lime 
lonvos, tho wholo of which ono was expeotod 
to put in hig mouth forthwith, an oxpeatation 
choorfully {nlfilled by tho natives. Ab the 
lower ond of tho hall stood the Nautch daneor, 
gorgoously arrayed in costly clouk of erimyon 
silk loaded with gold laco and ombroidery. T 
supposo a hundred pounds could nob havo 
purchasod this raiment, bosido which tho lilies 
of the field would timidly bend thoir loads. 
Tho lady could afford such oxtravaganco, 
sinco tho foo paid for hor attondance was 
£120, This is unusually high, but tho host 
was zich and sho a prima donua among 
Nanich girls, having como down spedially 
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from Bonaros. Ono paco boliind hor stood 
the orchostra, composed of Uhroo men, Ono 
incossantly beat a tom-tom, a second playa a 
sind of violin, and tho third played with 
infinito skill a pair of small Dolls. ‘Tho girl in 
# harsh nnmolodions voiso Aung & monoebonons 
recital of a love chasc, ‘Cho gonoral icdoa of 
tho romaunb was tho disappoarnnco of a Jovor 
and tho guest by tho faitht{tl maiden, [from 
limo to timo sho got on his track, whon a 
littlo liveliness was introduced into hor 
motions and voico; but for tho amost part 
she saw him not, and hor dolor visibly affoctod. 
the spizits of tho pationl audicnes, who 
chowod thoir botel nub rofectivoly and looked 
unutterably bored. 

Tho chief victim was tho bridegroom, a 
hoy of thirteon, who sat near tho hoad of ono 
of the front rows, dvassod. in jackot of richly 
brocaded satin aud ruby velvet trousers, In 
strings, around his nook and elisboning all over 
his robo, wore diamonds worth £10,000, But 
these carvicd no comfort to his sonred, soul, 
lt was all vory well for his futhor beaming on 
tho guosis tliat came and wont, and soaing in 
tho influontial assomblago tokons of raspoct 
and regard jor himsolf. J was nob bad for tho 
unole fitting hither and thithor with his dish 
of botel nuts, on hospitable cares iutont, Tt 
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waa probly woll for tho bride, aged eloven, who 
had long sinoo boon pat to bed and waa pro- 
bably dromming of a now doll; nor need the 
guoals havo lookod so liko tho famous 
“Party in tho parlour, 
All silont and all danmeil.” 

This was for most of thom a first apporrance. 
Thoy had droppod in casually, might drop out 
when tho thing bocnumo absoluboly unboarablo. 

But for tho bridogroom tho business had 
commeneod on tho provious Jriday night and 
would not conclude till tho Uhwsday wight 
following. Thero would be somo diversion oa 
tho morrow, since then ho would sot forth for 
tho bride’s house at tho hoad of a goodly pro- 
cession, and would mako bolievo to bear tho coy 
maiden off in spito of tho tears of her mother 
and the throats of her father. Bub ab night 
* from 9 to 12” this dreary businoss would go 
on again, with tho solomnly  pirouotting 
Nautch girl, hor weving hands, hor mochnni- 
cal glancos to ight and loft, and hor harsh 
voice uplifted in pursuit of a lover too 
shrowd to allow himsolf to bo caught. ‘I'hore 
would be tho tom-tom man, the man with tho 
fiddlo, and tho man with tho bella, playing 
without cossation. Thoro would bo tho uncle 
going round with tho botel nuts, tho atream of 
guosts smilingly ontoring and gladly going. 
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As ho thought of thoso things tho bridogracin’s 
heavy eyelids droopod from shoor wenrinoss, 
and ho yawnod till ho shook tho garlant of 
jowols that glistonod on his nook. | should 
liko to havo taken him onb into tho backyard. 
for a gamo of marblos, or for teu ocatalic 
minutes with a top; bub fato had onlloct jin 
to higher dutios, and with gallant attempts to 
keop his eyolids proppod up and to suppress 1 
yawn, he sat it out. 

The company in the hall was oxclusively 
composed of mon, bub through closoly latticod 
windows at tho upper end glimpses were 
caught of black oyos and white tooth, and there 
wag hoard the murmur of fomalo voices. On 
a oross-bench at tho top of tho hall was a 
Rajah, « handsome man, splondidly dressed, 
who, with hand rosting on tho jowollod lilt of 
his sword, sat impassive as far as his body was 
concerned, But his bright black oyos wore 
nover still, roaming rostloagsly ovor this com- 
pany and taking in overy dotail. 

Shortly after olovon tho Nautch girl began 
to wake up. Sho had caught sight of the 
judiciously rotroating lovor, and, uplifting ler 
voice, ptoclaimod tho happy chance. As sho 
sang sho advanced with slowly rogulatod paces 
up the hall, tho orchestra following hor, and 
the tomtom man, with woll-simulated intorest, 
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erying, “Hal ha!” whon the maidon reitoratod, 
“T goo him now.” Tho olinax seamed to 
havo arrivod, aud heving como to.se0 a Nauteh: 
danoe, T cxpocted tho danco was about to 
begin, But oxeept that tho girl waved. hér 
hands and body and now and then slowly 
revolvad, there was no. mora mobion thi 
during the oarlior portion. of the poxformance, 
Theo is a yaguo notion in tho Wostorm 
mind that Nantch is tho Indian rondexing of 
naughty. Tho worst thing that could bo said 
against this Neutch danco by one of tho chivt 
professors in. India was that ib was unap- 
proachably and inexprossibly dull. As to’ 
deaonoy, tho girl. woro moro elothes. than 


“would fit owt the inhabitants: of a. Japanese 


village. Her heavily embroidorod robo nearly 
voached tho. ground, displaying ‘bolow a pair 
of trousers. 80 long that they showod. only: the 
silver-ringed toos and draggled away abe tie’ 
heels, fully -s. foot too long. There. wars 
appavontly no. arrangements for pockota, for 
the givl kept hor handkerchief in v convenient 
place between the two small druns that form 
the tom-tom., She mado. no sermplo- whan 
nooossity arose of taking this out, using it, and 
vetumning ib; but always with graceful move- 
monts of the body-and probty waying of small,’ 


shapely hands, jowolled to tho flugor.tips, By 
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- 14,80 wo had -had,enough, and loft amid a 
guocession. .of yawns from tho bridegroom 
- which '‘throatondd to have a fatal offeot, and 
no"bking the procosilings to.2 promature close. 

*. On “thé noxt, day, following tho natural 
sequence of sorvicos in the prayor-book, I. wont 
to soe aParsco funeral, Tho Towors of Silence 
stand on a hill overlooking Bombay and tho 
long stretch of water known as Back Bay. 
‘The situation is-one of tho most favoured in 
the neighbourhood of tho city, and tho hill is 
dotted with the houses of Huropean residonts 
who do not too much like tho contiguity of those 
awesome Towers. But tho Parsoes wore hore 
first, ‘and it. cannot bo said that cither their 
burial-place ox their funeral servico is obstim- 
‘sive. From tho road below, tho ‘lowers are 
invisible, and only a vulturo slowly sailing — 
through the sultry air reminds ono of thoiv 
propinguity. 

There are five towors in all, made from a 
common, model. Thoy aro tionty-fvo foot 
high,’ the diameter being soventy-fivo foot. 
Within the roofless towor is a sloping platform. 
marked out in three divisions. Within stho 
outer xing ave “placed tho corpses of moh; 
women aré laid.in grooves formed in. the socon(l 
circle, and: children i in the third. ;With theiox- 
ception of. the op, always open to the heavens, 

Vols. +. ‘32 


194. TRAST BY. WEB, - 


thoro is only ono ontranco to the towor, ‘This 
is by s doorway made in tho thick: walls, 
through which tho. corpso-boarers onter and. 
doposit the naked: body in its appointed place, 
As soon as thoy rotiro ‘the vultures who have 
beon waiting for their moal, impationt of the 
goant ceremonios that procado its setting 
forth, swoop down and begin thoir work, 

No human oyo has bohold tho ghastly 
spectacle, Tho silonco and tho solitude of tho 
towers are broken only by tho prosonce and 
hideous bustle of tho birds of proy; but it is 
known. that within half an hour of tho body's 
boing laid out in the towor, nothing is loft but 
the skoloton. ‘ight days lator, by which 
timo the bones are thoroughly duied, tho corpse- 
bearers return, tako up tho rolics and cast them 
in a wollin the contro of tho tower, whore in. 
process of yoars they becomo decomposed, and 
absolutely nothing is lofé of what was ondo 
man. or woman. 

For two hundred yoors tho Parsoos, living 
togothor in Bombay, havo hore found theis 
lost zesting-placo, thoir dust mingling in. 
common tomb, undivided in doath. as thoy 
were bound togothor in life. Yot in all these 
yoars it has not boon found necossiry to cloay 
out the wolls by roason of ovorcrowding..° Ti: 
is customary. for a man or women to be buried 
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in the particular tower whoro thoso of thelr 
own family, tracod back in many casos for two 
Saptaries, have bean given to tho vultures, 

Que towor is sot apart for special purpoxos, 
and is the least froquentod. lore nro buriod 
members of tho Parseo soct who lave boon 
guilty of heinous crimes or in somo way 
become outcasts from their race. Th would bo 
shocking that a Parsee should bo buried in the 
earth. A criminal belonging to tho sect must 
havo Parsee burial alter tho fashion in vogue. 
since the time of Cyrus; but tho bonos of 
honest mon and women may not be contami- 
nated by mixturo with his, 

In a tomple commanding all tho towors the 
sacred fire, lit two hundrod yoars ngo, is still 
kept burning, and is mathomatically sob, so 
that the light may shino through. an aperture - 
in each of tho towors, 

Worhad tho advantage of having tho place 
and tho modo of funoral oxplained by tha 
soorotary, a. gonial porson in spectaclos, whita 
gown, and bright rod trousors, who spoke 
excollont Muglish. Ho explained that the 
Parsoos régarded oromation. as a proferable 
moans of disposing of dond bodies; but they 
worshipped fire, and could not sob-for their 
deity the performance of this last offico, 
Whilat admitting that the process was natu. 
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rally rovolting to tho Wostern mind, ha powor- 
fully justifiod it on the scoro of saniturinoss, 
So caroful avo tho Parsoos that oarth shall not 
bo polluted by the absorption of matter from, 
doad bodios that in connoction with tho awoll 
containing the docomposod bonos thoy have 
an elaborato system of drainage which careios 
off whatevor may issuo dixoct to tho son, 
Whatovor olgo may bo said. of tho systom, ib is 
certainly cheap, five rupoos covoring funoral 
* costs. 
‘Ag we stood in the grounds w'funoral came 
by. In accordanoo with custom, tho sorvice 
had comnoneod at tho houso of the dooonsed, 
whoro frionds and rolationsy had gathovod aud 
prayor had boon said. It is onjoinod by tho 
Parsoo ritual that whatover tho intorvoning 
-distanco may be, tho body inust bo oarriod 
on tho shouldors of mon from tho bed to 
tho towor, ‘Thoy passed us at a awinging 
paco, four mon boaring tho body on a light 
bior, shoulder high, ‘ho body was simply 
covorod from hoad to foot.vith » white cloth. 
All tho mournors woro rosso in white, wad 
thoso not carrying tho bier walked two ani 
two, coach couplo holding a handkorchicl 
botwoon thom, ; 
I askod tho socrotary what was tho sigui- 
ficance of this ; but ho did not know, could ouly 
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surmiso, in no vory cloar way, that it was ‘1 
fortification against impurity.” It was ordained. 
by Zoroastor, and that was onough for him, if 
not sufficient for a mind frosh to the inquiry, 

Bofore the procossion walked an old man 
leading a whito dog with curly tail and nob in 
tho best condition, I thought ho had caught 
the mongrel trospassing within the cometory 
and was loading it to. tho gato with intont 
ignominiously to thrust it forth; but I learnod. 
that a dog is an indispensable figure in tho 
faneral—soarcoly loss so than tho coxpso itsolf, ’ 
When tho beavors brought tho boty to tho 
foot of the tower on the topmost odgo of whieh 
the vultures sat, a black foroboding Iino, tho 
cloth was vromoved from tho hoa, the dog 
brought up, and offort mado to cause hin to 
look into the dond faco. ‘This dono, tho 
corpso-boarers took wp tho body and dig 
appoavod within tho trap-door and the dog was 
lod away. Iforo again, oxcopb that ib was 
ordained in tho ritual and had beon practised. 
for thousands of yours, my pliloxophor and. 
friond in tho baggy vod trousors was ub a loss 
for oxplanation. 

“Some hold,” ho said, whilet warming mo 
against accopting it as anything but a sunnise, 
“that the dog’s eyes lave tho power of 
attracting to themsclvex all impurity,” 
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In woll-regulated houscholds the dog is 
brought in to look wpon tho {neo of the dying 
man or woman bofore the last struggle comos, 
just as in anothor church exirome unction is 
adminishored, As tho ilying oyes of tha pious 
Catholic look last wpon tho cross, 80 ore oarthly 
things fado for ovor from his closing oyos tho 
Pargoo looks on tho faco of a dog. Tho dog 
must bo white in colour, and to bo porfoct 
should bo markod with yollow spots—a raro 
phonomonon rosorvod for the bottorment of 
tho etornal chancos of tho rich. 

Wo saw tho dog como back, aud no longor 
wondored ab his molancholy aspoot. What a 
lifo it must load! ‘To bo takon out at froquont 
intorvals oxpeoting thatit is going for a sonupor 
throygh tho folds, or poradvonture to bo lot 
forth to ® bountiful moal, aul always to bo 
brought up short to soo tho cloth wicevorod, 
to think thal porhaps altor all loro is tho aneal, 
and ono again only tho palo doa face wad tho 
glassy oyos. I askod tho soorotary did thoy 
live long; bub ho did not know. 

The corpso-borrers Tuving disnppoarod. 
within tho bowor, tho mourmors quickly ro- 
tzaced thoir stops and ranged thomsclyon owt 
sido tho templo on tho sido fucing tho towor, 
They stood thoro muto and motionless for 
sovoral minutos. Suddonly tho silouce was 
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broken by tho sound of a boll, Tho black 
lino, ciroling tho top of tho towor, swooped 
downward with hoarso crios and tho mustlo of 
groat wings, and tho mournors book up tho 
conoluding portion of tho sorvico for what 
cannot strictly bo called tho burial of tho 
doad. 

When wo loft tho placo x quarter of an. 
hour Jater the black ring on tho top of tho 
whitewashod tower was boginning to form 
again. Tho vultures slowly sailing up woro 
resuming thoir old positions, Many of thom, 
standing on ono log, soomad to bo picking 
thoy teoth with the othor olaw, as with con- 
tentmont born of tho dinner thoy lazily sur- 
voyod tho scono—Bombay, busy and bustling, 
still containing fair supplios of plunp Parsoos, 
and beyond tho quiot soa, tuking on rogoato 
tints in tho light of tho setting sun, 
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CHAPTER ‘XII 
"TE WOLY Ory. 


‘Tun railway journoy from Bombay to Benaros 
ig accomplished in two nights and tho grontor 
parts of two days. ‘I'he lino passos through 
a lovol country, which ab this season of the 
yoar is piteously parched. Thoro aro many 
signs that in tho rainy soason tho supply of 
wator is oven ombarrussingly rich, ‘ut the 
iver beds which drain the plain at briof 
intorvals aro now dry lands, and tho sign of 
former water makes tho country look snore 
~ desolate. Only tho troos boar up against tho 
prevailing drought, ‘Choso, doop rooted in 
the soil, and profiting by tho plontiful aunuaner 
vains, have begun to tako on a woary look; 
but on tho wholo thoy are wonderfully green, 
and zroliovo tho landseapo from absolute barren- 
noss, for the rest, thore is no sign of life 
savo tho thin cattle forloruly nosing tho. burnt 
stubble that here and there fringes tho dusty 
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soil. ‘What a scono for dimmod eyes gazing 
through gaunt chooks, body and soul stooped. 
in the sicknoss of hopoloss hunger! ‘With the 
momory of famino in tho past and dull appro~ 
hensions in tho futuro, it is no wondor that 
tho people ono seos in tho villagos through 
which tho trains pass should havo n look of 
sottled melancholy, and oyes and moutha that 
nover Inugh. 
Tt was forotold whon zailways wore projoctod | 
in India’ that they would provo a failure 
because tho Hindoos of casto would. novor 
suffor tho contamination risked in hording in 
a third-class carriago, This foroboding has 
‘boon ontivoly falsified: Tt is tho. thind-class 
traffic that is not only tho backbone, but the 
flosh anit blood of Tndinn xailways. All tho 
trains on tho trunk linos avo much Jongor than. 
on Tinglish railways, aud tho ordinary allow- 
ance of -first-class accommodation is two 
oarringos, of socond-class ono, ‘ho roast aro 
‘-third-closs camlagos, and during n railway 
joumoy of threo thousand iilos [never saw 
thom’ othorwiso than overcrowded, 

In India, partly owing to the climate, and 
chiefly to tho long distancos travolled, the 
night. trains are more populated than. those 
which rum through the day, his becomes a 
sezious matter to the traveller who has lain 
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down to take his only chanco of a night's rost. 
At overy station on all tho linos wo fornd a 
crowd of from twonty to filty natives wailing 
for tho train. If they could havo takon thoir 
places quiotly this would not havo been uv 
mattor of gonoral intorost; but tho shont- 
ing and shricking, tho ramning to and fro, 
is at fivat alarming, suggosting that thoir 
object is nob to tako thoir sents, bub bo storm 
tho train. Tho difficulty of tho situation 
and its ludicrousnoss, if ono wore inclinad. to 
take a humorous yviow having boon suddenly 
wakonod up for tho fifth timo ina run of fifty 
milos, avo addod to by tho appearanco of tho 
now-comors. In India overy ono travols with 
bod and baggage, and to seo half a hundrod 
Hindoos wildly racing wp and down a platform, 
with thoir bodclothes in their amns or wrappod 
“around tholr body is oxciting, till constant 
ropotition woars off tho odgo of novelty, 

In othor ways than that of conunorce rail 
ways wo doing a groai work in India, Whoy 
avo bronking down tho barrioms of caso. La 
Brahmin or a Jain wants bo go from Bombay 
to Jubbulporo, Delhi, Caleutin, or Madras, ho 
must mako his account with tho cortainty of 
finding himesclf at somo point of his journoy 
jammod botweon sn outoust and ®» Mahou 
modan, Heo must evon, unloss ho is content 
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tio starvo, oat bofore thom; and having dono 
this in spocial cirewnstances without finding 
the hoavons fall, worse things Jrom tho Brah- 
minical point of viow ney follow, 

Bonaros ig nob only tho holiosi but the 
oldest city in India. Beforo Christ was bom 
Bonaros was grow. “ Whon Babylon was 
struggling with Ninovoh Joy suprouimey,” suys 
Mx, Sherring, “whon ‘tyro was planting hor 
colonies, whon Athong was growing in 
strongth, boforo Romo had bocome known, or 
Greoco had contondod with Porsia, or Nobu- 
chadnozzar had capturod Jorngalom, and tho 
inhabitants of Judea had boon camied into 
captiviby,—Bonaros had rison to groatnoss, if 
not to glory, Nay, sho may havo hoard of 
tho {nino of Solomon, and have sont hor ivory, 
hor apos, end hor peacocks to alorn his 
palacos, whilo partly with hor gold ho may 
havo ovorlaid tho tomple of the Tord.” 

Tn spite of British domination, storm 
launches on the river, ancl ruilway Grains cross 
ing tho Ganges by iron bridges, Bonares pro- 
serves its old-tiino aspoot, and is, with tho 
excoption of an IMnglish churol, 0 inission- 
houso, a collogo, a polico-station, and tho 
cantonmonts of British soldiery, much as it 
‘was whon Alcbar roignod, Ono railway docs 
not prosumo to entor the town, bub has its 
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torminus on the turthor sido of tho Ganges, + 
Tho othor, tho Oude and Rohileund, ontors 
from tho town sido, but stops on tho outskirts, 
and tho bazaars and tomplos havo it all thoix 
own way in the town. ‘Tho rivor is crossod by 
a wrotched bridge of boats, whoso povorty of 
accommodation is mado up Lor by oxocssivo 
toll, ho uppor portion of tho town, noar tho 
English settlement, is Hborally laid oub in 
squares, groon lawns altor tho rain, bub just 
tow so bare and brown thal it is diffieult 
to beliovo blados of grass could ovor burst 
through its barronnoss. Still, tho treos aro 
green, and aro pooplod with a lively raco of 
squivrals, who dodge tho passer-by, pooping 
round tho trunk to seo if ho is really coming, 
and disappearing amid tho boughs with n 
nimbleness that makos nothing of thoir bushy 
tails, 

There isa gront doal of auimal and bird 
Tife about tho stroots, safo in tho freotlom 
from harm seourod by tho gontle croed of tho 
Hindoo. ‘ho sparrows oliirp about tho road 
ways and almost stand to bo passed over on 
tho footpaths. ‘Iwo groy kitos bonignantly 
eye thom from. a ruinod wall as if thoy would 
not touch thom, ovon if some ono olso would. 
kill thom, On tho troos in tho tuples and 
promenading tho vools of ‘tho bazaars, ocon- 
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sionally ontoring by opou windows and taking 
pot luck, aro thousands of inonkoys sacrod 
fvom stick or stono. ‘Thoso aro nob monkoys 
such as occasionally lond addod torror to tho 
London organ-grindor, but croativvos running 
to tho longth of throo foot from load to 
haunch, and of aspoct protornaturally saga 
cious. looks of goats monnider through tho 
stvoots, big, woll-formed, handsomo boasts. 
Bullocks aro used as boasts of bunlon, but 
the cow, liko the Popo, “londs # morzy life.” T 
supposo tho cows belong to somebody, but thoy 
walk about tho strooty as if they woro ground 
landlords, hoy ave sinall cattle, plump oud 
woll-favourod, forming a strong contrast with. , 
tho thin and caroworn human population. 
amongab whom thoy indolontly pick thoir way. 
Thoy stroll down tho contro of the uuzrow 
thovoughtfaros through tha bazaors, fraquontly 
stopping tho traffle, typos of the idolatry 
whiol bars tho growth of civilization, I mot 
ono ono morning strolling through the bazaar, 
shouldoring overybody out of the way. Sud- 
donly sho caught sight of a basket of groous 
which a woman was poddling on tho rondway, 
Without saying “By your loave,” the cow 
stopped, and, oxitically luring ovor the greens, 
xolocted a young and toothsome canlillowor, 
Tho poor womedt feobly batlled with the 
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maxonder, but the cow took no nobico, and id 
not budgo till it had. its caulillowor, whou it 
tesumod ils morning stroll through tho bazaar, 
The cow, it is well known, is ono of the idols 
of Hindoo worship, and if tho woman's god 
wanted a cauliflowor, it would heave. boon 
sacrilegious too stronuously to resist tho 
desire. 

Close by where this uncommorcial trans 


‘action in groon markot stulls took placo there 


is a temple whore, undor tho portico, half 
a dozen bulls aro kopt, litorally in clovor. 
Tho pleco is much dirtior and smells more 
viloly than an Finglish farmor would liko to 
havo his cowshed. ‘Bui tho boasts seomoed 


. placidly happy,. refloatively munohed thoir 


grass, wondering what thoy did thoro, and in 


‘theix slumbors “babbling o’ green fields.” 


Tho cow in bronze figuros in -various. sizos 
is in most of the tomplos. On tho pavoment 
noar ono of oxtra sizo aul aupor sanotity I saw 
two men playing cico, 

As for tho tomplos thomsolvos, thoy aro, 
moro espocially to tho travollor frosh from the 
gorgoous fanos of Japan, in. all ways despicable, 
At best, they ave so exowdod in among othor 
buildings that any architectural beauty thoy 
“might possoss is lost to viow. Tn-ordor to 


‘seo tho far-famed Goldon femple one. has to 


‘THR HOLY ory, 207 


vagoend tho first story of a shop on tho-opposito 
“pidé of tho narrow way boforo ho can boholil 
* $he'domes which, for tho perco of his soul, the 
Maharajah Runjoot Singh hail froshly erownod 
“with plato of gold.’ ‘or tho most part the 
sacred places do not morit tho namo of tomplo, 
being rather shrines a fow foot Ligh, Many of - 
thom aro like deserted toy-shops in. which + 
business has gradually dwindled down to tho 
i vanishing point, and tho brokon-heariod pro- 
prietor has gono away, not caring to tako with | 
him tho small model of » cow, the grotesque 
Goll, or tho strings of faded marigolds which 
. garland tho tawdry shrine. 

At all tho tomples Brahmina abound in 
pursuit of thoir various functions, tho principal 
one sooming to bo that of bogging. There 
are many things in Buddhism incrediblo to tho 
“Western mind, but nob least is tho possibility 
of paying my kind of xevoronco to tho lazy 
fellows who skulk about tho tomplos, blood 
the pilgrims of their ubtormost farthing, and 
postor foreignors for tho siuallost copper coin, 
Buddha has many votarios in crowdad. Tndia;: 
but tho Brahmins aro nwnorically an appredi- 
‘able. portion of the numbozloss congrogivtion, 
They toil not, neither do they spin, and since 
they must live they unblushingly beg, All’ 
their ministrationsgfom the solemnest to tho 
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most immatorial, ond with outstrotchod hand, 
palm uppermost. 

Wo atood ai Manikarnili, tho aacrod woll 
of Hindoo mythology, towaxls which, from 


hill and dalo, tooming city and silont field, tho. 


oyod of tho pious Hindoo aro sirninod. Mither, 
as the first duty on ontoring tho holy city, tho 
stops of tho wayworn pilgrim two bont, Vialunu. 
dug this woll and filled it with tho porspirution 
from his gaintod body, and into it Mahidova 
later droppod his carving. So holy is tho placo 
and so poworltl the graco with which it is 
ondowed, that its watiors will wash away tho 
worst of sings, ‘Jivon nuuder is not too black 
a crime to rosist its cloansing proportios. 


Looked at with oyos lacking saith, the | 


Holy Woll is a pit of filthy wator, tlio odour of > 


whioh, wafted upwards as its dopths aro stirred. 
by successive pilgrims, induces dexiro to got 
the inspoction ovor ax quickly as possiblo. 
Accoss is gainod to tho lovol of the wator by 
a flight of sovontoon roughly hown stops. 
Two Bralunins woro oflicinting, drossod in 
disiy whito calico. trousors, chalis of {udod 
fimovy, and black hoadgoar, hall cap, half 


turban. Businoss was comparativoly slack. . 


Ono pilgrim, whoso .dusty foot botokenod a, 


loug journoy, and whoso villainous face eug- 
gostod w special necessity for absolution, 
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walkod down the stops, and was recoivod al 
the bottom by a Bralunin, who promptly roid 
him a handful of marigolds, aud took the 
money beforo proceeding furthor with tho 
scheme of salvation, Tho pilgrim, holding 
the flowors in tho pals of his joined lunds, 
dipped them in tho water, and thon throw ono 
‘half wpon its surfaca, whore alroady floated 
. hundreds of buds sickoning in tho fetid tank. 
Taking up another handful of water, lo stood 
with it dripping through his fngors, whilst tho 
_ Brahmin rapidly recitod a formula, Finally, 
the pilgrim walkod into the woll, and thrico 
dipped his hoad benoath its yollow, ovil- 
smelling water; aftor which camo again tho 
inevitable coppors, and he lightly ren wp 
‘the steps whitcr than snow, though his sins 
had been ag scarlet. Immoiiately altor camo 
two women, who wont through tho saino pro- 
cess on thei own account, and finally dueked 
a child, who vigorously protostod againnt tho 
imputity. : 
Seated by tho woll was anothor Braluuin, 
who, if physiognomy bo a truo guido, ought bo 
have spent his nights and days in the well. 
. He had the most evil-looking couutonanco I 
have seen sinco I loft San Francisoo. ‘Thero 
was about him, withal, a grotusquoness sug- 
gestive of tho low-bim villain of the stago, 
VOL I : " 98 
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who lays in’ wail for tho fair maidon, and 
would vob and anurder her but for tho bimely 
appoaranco of Sir Galahad de Moulmoroney. 
On his hoad was a hat built up in conical shape, 
till tho diminishing ponk reachod a hoight 
of fully two fool Round ib wore bwinod 
garlands of yellow iuatigolds, tho Llindoo's 
sacred flowor. Round his neck wore half a 
dozen strings of bonds of various sivos, Lis 
night hand was hiddon in somothing liko a sock, 
with the toos downward ab right anglos from 
his wrist, ho countorpart of this T had seon 
offerod for sale in tho bazar, and know that 
it was dosignod bo cover tho hand with which 
ho countod his beads. Some of bheso curious 
adjunets to Church servico aro docoratod with 
the somblanco of a cow’s hoad sown on, at tho 
hool part, ‘his holy man was contont with a 
plain sock, 

To sat ovossod-loggod on a bonoh, motion. | 
loss, and apparontly lifoless, save thot ad 
T stood a liltle distanoo off and mada nolo 
of his dross, L could soo his wonsolly Tittle 
oyes furtively glancing ab imo. Ifo ovidontly 
thought I was sketehing him, which pleased 
him, though there was highor satisfretion in 
tho conviction that tho episode would cortninly 
nob ond without a iansfor of coppors, perhaps 
ovon of silver, By the sido of Lim upon tho 
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bench was a trumpet and a sort of tambourine. 
Slipping the sock from off his hand, ho took 
up the inusical instruments, blew a wemondous 
plast from tho trumpol, end vigorously rattled 
the tambourine, J was so plensod wibh this 
remarkablo man that Tam afraid CT hohaved 
with injudicious liboraliby, and tho report of 
my munificence (it anountod to sixponce in 
sterling silver) boing noisod abroad, tho two 
Brahmins, leaving a fresh influx of pilgrims 
in the woll, ran aflor mo clamouring for 
backsheesh. 

This woll is tho contro of shrinos and holy 
placos. A stono’s throw from my friend with 
the poaked hat and tho cunning, groody little 
eyes, is aimarblo slab, in tho contro of which 
are two small donts. 'Thoso, wo loarn, aro tho 
veritablo imprint of Vishnn'’s foot whon ho 
alighted upon tho oarth, ‘thoy aro oortainly 
vory sinall, 

In many of tho tomplos tho Brahinins avo 
employed in rubbing oil into the houds and 
bodios of the doyout. In ono T srw soutad 
an old man wibh a grand sbnluesquo head 
patiently sitting whilst a anusculay Bralimin 
worked the oil into his pate, Closo by hore, 
too, ig a moro than usually sacred growth 
of the peopul, a patriarchal troo, whoso one 
stalwart limbs, drooping undor tho weight 
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of far-sproading boughs, wore supported by 
a block of: solid masonry built undor thom. 
Boing Saturday, an ever-changing procession 
of gravo oldors, matronly women, young jon, 
and maidons woro walking round and ronnd 
tho treo, chanting a low strain, Ti ory timo 
they passod a particular point in ity clreun- 
foronco, thoy throw on it with thoir land 
wator fakon from the Ginges and earriad 
in thoir lotas. Somo varied tho porfornunice 
by throwing marigolds or grains of view. Tt 
seomed 1 pacticularly dall gamo of Lollow-ty- 
loador; bub it is a sorious religious fimetion, 
and good ILindoos would nob seo Saturday's 
sun go down till thoy had walked a hundred 
aud cight times round the poopul trea, lavod 
its dawnk with holy water, or cast upon ib 
some offering of food or Hower. 

A goat had discovered tho richnoss of tho 
land, and, climbing up the masonry, browsed 
upon tho flowers; whilst tho pigoons, coming 
down in swarms, peckod up tho rico, nobaly 
saying thom nay. 

Bathing was going forward briskly in tho 
CGangos, and ib was notable low ion and 
womon, coming wp from their ablutions, shrank 
from the touch of tho Christian, In tho 
narrow byoways thoy flattened thomsclves 
against tho wall and gathored in their skirts 
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as wé passod by. If wo hail accidonutally 
touchod them, tho spivitual benollts of their 
morning bath would have boon forfeitod, and 
they would hevo had to rebum. to the Ganges 
and. go througli it all again. 

We visited tho Moukoy Templo, which 
swarms with hidoous bloated brutos, who have 
a most ungodliko hankoving affor a kind of 
sweotment sold at tho gates of tho tumplo. 
The temple itself is a poor place, with a shrine 
that might easily bo turned to useful purposes 
by the slight altovations nocossary to transform 
it into an “Tarly Mnglish” fireplace. Tho 
monkeys, whon not grinning on tho tomplo 
steps, or making Jong arms about tho court 
yard for stray beans or sweolinoats, or foraging 
among private dwollings which abut on tho 
templo, livo in statoly palaces of tammrind 
trees, from the boughs of which thoy hang hy 
tho tail and jabhor ab Ghoir volarios, Wo saw 
the shrino before which a goat is srerificad 
ovory morning, tho blood-stained blogk and the 
flag on which it stood, tostifying to tho faithful 
porformanco that morning of tho coramouial, 

But far moro intoresting was tho obsorya- 
tory, built nearly two hundred yours ago by tho 
Rajah Jay Singh, by whoso stupendous inetru- 
ments Hindoo almanacks aro to this day con- 
structed. The observatory stands noar tho 
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Min-Mandil ght, on tho banks of tho Gangos, 
and is astriking objoct toon from tho ziver. Lb 
is roachod, by inauy stops leading lo a courtyard, 
Tho instemmeonts, as thoy aro culled, give tho 
placo an appoaranico ruthor of a gynmasiun 
than ofan observatory. Thoro is nwall LL foub 
high and 9 foot 11 inchos broad, seb in the 
plano of tho moridian. By this inslrmuont 
able persons can ascortain tho sun's altitude 
and zenith distanco ab fioon, ita graubest deali- 
nation, and the latilnds, Anothor wall, also 
sot in tho plano of tho meridian, is 86 foot in 
longth by 43 broad. 1b slopos upwards fram 
a height of 16 foot 4} inchos to 22 Loeb 
33 inchos, Following its lines the eyo in- 
fellibly rosts upon tho north polo. his brick 
wall is usoful for ascertaining tho distanes 
from tho meridian, tho declination of tho sun 
or of any plenot or slur, and tho right aseou- 
sion of @ star. 

Tho most onrious of tho inslrmmenta, and 
tho most colossal, is approprinboly called Dignie 
sayantre., It consists of a pillard loot 2 inches 
high and 8 foot 74 inchos thick, surrotmeded aut 
a distance of 7 focb 3} inchs by a wall uxactly 
its own hoight, Wis, again, ia oucirelod hy 
a wall double its hoight, and distuné from ig 
3 foot 24 inchos. Yho upper surlneos of both 
walls aro divided into 360 degrees, aud aro 
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marked with tho points of the compass, Tho 
object of this simple and ubllraebive contrivanco 
is to find tho dogroos of azimuth of a planet or 
star. On tho wholo porhaps a good teloscopo 
anda quadrant, whilst moro portablo, would be 
oqually usoful; bub Jay Singh workod aceord- 
ing to his lights, and onjoyod high honours in 
his day. 

Tho bazaars of Bonaros aro, liko tho native 
quartors of all groat cilios, tho most fiscinel- 
ing places to linger in, far above tomy los nnd 
ruins and tho ordinary show placos whieh 
have honoureblo montion in guide hooks, 
They lio low in tho shadow of lofty buildings 
sacred from tho noonday sun. Cho shops wre 
constructed somothing on tho principle in 
which a Malay digs out w boat from the tank 
of a tree. A holo in the wall is pierced on 
tho lovel of tho street; occasionally i fow 
sholvos avo pub up, quito as offen nono; Uno 
stock-in-trado is pilod about the floor, lenving 
placo for the proprictor to squint, as mon the 
opon air as possible; and the shop is open fur 
businoss. 

Tn tho larger ostublishmaonta dealing in 
cloth and cotton goods thore is spaco for 
ono or two customors also to squab on bho 
floor, Move generally business is conducted 
with tho onstomer standing oulsido in tho 
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aldol, Tn eithor caso, if all tho partios 
ongagod bo natives, tho procoodings ato Gon. 
duotod in a stylo caleuluted to strike terror 
into tho hoart of tho timid passarby. Shop 
keopor and customor glaro upon each other 
with flashing oyos, thoy shout and reve aud 
gostioulate till just whon tho ordor-loving 
foroignor thinks it his duty bo go for tho 
police tho row suddonly consos, tho customer 
takes a yard or two of pint andor his ann, 
puts down a fow annasy, and goos his wry, 
Lifo being long and custom floobing in tho 
bazaar, auch timo iy, by mutual consent, 
whilod away in tho practicn of Iurgaining. 
Tho shopkoopor ashs bwico or three times a4 
much as ho means to take, ‘he eustomor 
offors somothing less than ho monns bo give, 
aud beforo tho oxtrames moot wb the Jing 
fairly marking tho value of tho goods, an 
immonso doal of shoating is dono, and an 
how of an othorwiso dull dey plonsuntly 
disposal of, 

Whore Tiuropornus aro the purelinsers 4 
Hers parti appoarvs upon the seono. his is 
tho man who wants backshoosh for laying 
brought the high contracting partios togother, 
Tt will bo your guido if you havo ono. = Qthor- 
wiso any native will do who la soon you 
wandoring aboub tho bazaar, aud followod you 
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up toa parbtienlar slall which you. have solectod 
without his assistance, and oven without 
kuowing that he was following. So deeply 
rooted is the principle of Dackshoosh in tho 
Hastorninind that oven in those cireumsbaneos 
tho shopkoepor will nob deny tho inborlopor's 
vight, and whon you lave paid your monoy 
hands him a porconbage. 

On tho first day wo visitod the bazaars a 
inan got up on the gharry and rode into bawn. 
Whon wo got out to walls ho followod us, and 
as wo stopped to imako purchases ab various 
shops ho joinod tho purty, assumod proprichor- 
ship of us, and clannod his Dackshoosh. At 
ono placo we bought somo whito muslin caps 
ab an expondiluro of six aunas, whoronpon 
this fellow extortod from the shopkooper two 
pico as his logibimate backsheush, Aftor this 
J took tho procantion on approaching othor 
shops formally to introduce this gentleman 
to tho proprietor, oxplaining that wo lid 
nothing to do with him, or ho with us, aul 
alipulated that if we bonght anything ho 
should gol nothing, ‘his did not abash hin 
in tho least, or influence his movements, anil 
L believe ig was with unfoignad ragrat thet 
tho shopkoopors found thomselvos dobarrod 
from giving him anything. Thoy would 
much rthor havotdouo business in their own 
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way, and socrotly vosontod this intarferonag 
with their national custome. 

An Hnglish rosidont told mo whon he Look 
a ghury homo from tho station his servint 
oponly wont up to tho driver and domimuulod 
his shave of tho monay payment. All Tndine 
sorvants whon making purchasos for Ue house. 
hold tako thoiy connnission, ‘Thora is no 
socrocy in the matter, Ib is dono as oponly 
and as inuch a matlor of courne ws ho takes 
his monthly wages. | ashod a houscholdor in 
Bombay what porcontago of the charges in 
the ionthly oxponditure book nauuged by iis 
butlor wont inde that worthy’s pocket, 

“Woll,” ha seid, having earafally eat 
sidored tho mattor, “he ough) nob fairly to 
gob nore than 25 por conb.” 

It would bo interesting do hear the eom- 
monts of a congregation of untive indinn 
servants on the glory of Gols, That tho 
prophot’s Imtlor, merely for following hin 
master’s guests and baking as baehsheesh two 
changes of raimont and two tulonts of silver, 
should be turned into a leper na white is 
snow would sean fo them mm unjustifinbly 
harsh procooding., ‘Uhis chapter wonlit with 
auch & congrogution prove aut tusuperublo 
obstacle to proselytining, 
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CIIAPTER XIV. 
BATHING IN TIE GANGES. 


A pirriounty, small in ite way, bub not without 
cinbarrassmont, has pursued mo since J landed 
in India. I am constantly tomptod, moro 
ospocially in tho cool froslmoss of tho morning, 
to fill ap pausos in convorsation with chanco 
acquaintances hy obsarviug “What a lovaly 
day! or “What beantifnl werthor |” 

Such a remark J fool would be quite start- 
ling to an Augtlo-Lndian, and might oven be 
accoplod as a sign of gibbering idiotey. Ono 
wnight wilh equal appropriatouoss wecosb nn 
nequaintance ab breakfast by romarking thiawb 
“twice bwo are four,” or break in upon iis 
ovoning meditation hy observing, “iro from 
fivo loavoe two.’ Iino wouthor is a imatler of 
course in Tndia ab this sorson, and is no mora 
a subjoet of romark than the break of day or 
tho constant flow of the Gauges townrds tho 
sea. Novortholoss, if is to the now-comor 
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a sourco of constant marvol, a fund of ondloss 
ploasuro, Tho wintor sonson in the north- 
wost is tho porfection of woathor -cool and 
feosh in tho morning, stnunor hoab and eloud- 
loss sky through tho day, and ab night oppor- 
tunity for the dolighta of blazing wood firos, 
Yostovday wo said wo would sot out oarly nud 
row down. the Gangos to soe tho bathing ‘if 
it wero fino,” lifo-long habit involuntarily 
added. Of course ib wes fine, gloriously fine, 
and aftor chota hazroo, tho simple meal of toa 
and toast with which Anglo-lndinus arly 
broak thoir fost, wo nob out, 

Thor aro sevoral nouns of locomotion pro. 
vided in Bonares. You may drive through 
tho streots in nw bullock earb or bo drawn hy 
buffuloes — long-nocked, ugly, black bouts, 
altogethox unlike tho lordly bulale of the 
Amoriean prairio. hero aro cimols grlore, 
and thoro is a curious carriage enlod oka,” 
very much liko tho Trish oulside ear, oxaopt 
that it is suitor and holds only two pa. 
songord, who sib on oither side with their foot 
over the wheols, Thovo is neaommediution for 
rosting one foot in an iron sbivrap., Jt in aanal 
to sit upon tho other, ‘Those “ okay,” drawn 
by stout little horses dvivon at high xpead, 
soom to roquiro on tho part of passongors long 
training ond iusonsibility to owly falls before 
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bocoming quite comfortable. Wo contontod. 
oursolyos with tho slowor but safor “ ghazrry,” 
and drove to Man-Mandil ghit, whore wo toalr 
boat, an over-deckod top-loavy sbenotire rowail 
by four mon with oars having the muximun. of 
loom and tho minintm of binde. Ln addition 
to the four mon who rowodl there was ono who 
shouted a good doal and stoorod a little, aud 
two who did nothing till wo disombarkod, whon 
they askod for backshoosh. 

Tt was eight o’clock, an hour at which bath- 
ing is in full swing, All along the town-sido 
of tho rivor ghits (stone stops) run down into 
the wator. Gonerally thevo is a domplo ab tho 
top of the ghit. By tho Sindhia ghit aro tivo 
lofty turrets, which uppoar to be toppling lo 
tho ground. he foundations, built almost in 
tho river, have sunk, and ib is seid avo still 
sinking. Tho voil of a tomplo closo by Tuas 
doen ront in twain, and some duy there will 
bo shrioking and sudden doath when these 
inassivo turrets comploto their destiny and fall 
with a erash among tho crowd always en- 
civeling thom on its way bo and from tte river, 
howor down, a palaco ouco belonging to the 
Rajah of Gwalior has sunk into the oarth, ofly 
tho ruined and roofless walls of its uppor stories 
uplifted from the tomb. 

‘Whoro thoro aro no temples or palaces tho 
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sloping ground is takon advantage of for the 
carving out of grotesquo figures of the gods. 
Thovo is ono of tho brothor of Vishin, his hod 
and shouldots carved out in tho yollow stone 
of tho perpendicular rock, his body from the 
iniddlo downward boing roprosontod with logs 
apart. An inano, half-surprisod look on his 
visage furthors tho finoy that this ix tho 
reprosontation of a drunion men, who hig 
slippod down on his haunchos and dowhts 
whothor ho will bo able, unassisted, bo geb ap. 

Tho scono on tho river's bank is a bustling 
ono. Thousands of pooplo, men and woimon, 
aro coming and going by tho sboop slurways. 
Women with oarthonwaroe pots ou thoit honds, 
rod in colour and lovoly in shape, though 
they cost bub a fow ponca, como for water 
for household purposes. Othors bring thoiy 
household washing to the marge of the bemui-~ 
fal vivor, and sido by sido wibh pilgrims from 
distant Madras or tho fr north a womnn 
washes hor skirts or scrubs hor lnazon vossola, 
Bub tho groab business is to batho, to wash 
and bo cloan from impurities more grievous 
than thoso that como from household Inbour 
or journeyings by tho wayside, On all tho 
highways and railroads couvorging on Bonnros 
troops of pilgrims wond their way, Bonaras 
ig their Mocea, the Gangos thoir Jordan. ‘Lo 
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behold tho ono and to wash in tho othor had 
boon tho daily droum and aspiration of choir 
lifo. Many of them aro vory old, and to 
watch thom Wwomblingly pioking® thoir way 
down the rough-hown sleps and ongerly 
clutching at the cool wator suggosts tho doubt 
whethor thoy will livo to mount tho sbops 
again, Doubtloss many would bo groatly con- 
dent if death camo to thom here and now, 
and if lifo should vary its long wrkindnoss 
by suddonly quitting them whilst thoir vyos 
foasted on the flow of tho Ganges and bhoir 
woary limbs wore lavod in ils cool witors. 

It ig hard for phleginatic Tnglishimon to 
ronlizo the sontimont with which tho Llindoos 
regard tho Ganges—Mothor Gangs, as thoy 
fondly call it, Lt is part of thoir daily lifo bo- 
day, as it was in days through which history 
séumblos with faltoring stop. Yo tho Iindoo 
tho stately vivor is danghtor of King [Limalnya 
and of his Quoon, tho air nymph Monakn, 
Tho iciclo-staddol cavern at the baso of a 
snow-drift from which tho viver isnes is tho 
tanglod hair of tho gol Siva, ‘Io ery 
*Gangd! Gangd!” throo handred miles dis 
tant from tho river is sulliciont to wipe away 
many sins. To batho in its waters, as bluo 
and frosh when thoy pass Donaros as when 
thoy first roach tho plains, is otormal bliss, 
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To spond six. yoars in following tho riyor’s 
course from the Buy of Bengal to tho dime 
lnyas and back again is te soenre a place in 
tho immor@#l, iimporishablo. world sung of in 
tho Rig-Veda, “whore thoro ix: oternel Hilo, 
whero joy and ploasure rosido, and where the 
sun is placad,” aa : 

Lifo and doath stand hand in hand on this 
conseorated ground. Gloso by tho amost 
crowdod ghit is a funeral pyro, so new bhi 
the bathors might reneh onb their Jumds to 
warm, thom ab its flame. ‘Chis fire is always 
burning, night und day, frosh fuel being. 
brought houwly from tho growk ity, whieh 
nover soins to have ouo loss in tho Dusanrs 
hecauso of those vacancies in households. 
When tho bodies are burned out, tho ashos 
are thrown upon tho Ganges, and tho stron 
ranning inshore. amingles portions of thom. 
with tho bathors. 

From somo of tho ghits wooden abagos 
ave buili over tho river, thus wulliplyiug the 
accommodation for tho worshippers, Hore 
is an old moan, his wrinklod freo aglow with 
dovotional focling, on his knows wi tho 
odge of tho stago, ludling up the water with 
his hands and imutboring incessant prayer, 
Closo by is a fino, stalwart young Bralimin 
going through tho ritual with a rapid ease that 
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boetokons long practice and no-disinolination 
to got through with it os quickly as possible. 
Herve is another Brahmin up to his waist in 
water working his fists in an onorgétio fashion, 
which at a short distanco looks as if ho wore 
‘wanting. somo -ono on the opposite bank to 
“gome on and have it out” in good old 
English fashion. On closer inspection it is 
soon that he has.a-pieco of string round his 
neck, and that, holding it out first with ono 
hand-and then with tho othor, ho is vigorously 
washing it. Horo is a woman whose matronly 
figure is boldly outlined by the cotton drapery 
that clings to hor as she comes up,, wholly 
unlike Venus, from hor third dip, Amati close 
by scoops up the water in. the pole of his 
joined hands and pours it out as if offoxing a 
libation, thrice repeating the coromony and , 
crying aloud. his potition, to his Proservex. 
Thore is wido vavioty of attiiudo and ago, 
but all bound by the common. bond. of profound. 
sarnostness,. Chere oan be no question of tho 
sincerity of the form of worship which nooos- 
sitates standing knee-doop in tho river in 
damply clinging cotton cloths, with tho mom. 
ing air, frosh from frost-bound flolds, blowing 
keenly. Not lossin ommost aro the Brahmins, 
who sit under umbrella slfades atthe hoad.-of 
the' ghits coaxing for the superflous. clothing 
Vor. Th ; 8d 
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of! the bathers, ond waiting to stamp their 

foreheads with the mark which testifies to due 

performance of the morning’ function, This : 
care-takiig and stamping means coppers, and 

some of the stands must bring in a good deal. 
of money. Seen from the boat Benares is: 
very. beautiful in the morning air, Tho 
“* gninarets, which mark former Mahomedan 
dominance in the stronghold of Buddhism, 

stand out olear against the.sky, that is 

momentarily deepening in blue as the sun 

zises higher over the broad river. 

In a population of this strongly markod. 
religious tendency it is interesting to inquire 
what. way Christianity has made, Thore has: 
been no lack of honast and earnest endeavour, 
there being not Jess than five missionary 
societies which have agencies here, and some 
of them have been at work for over a quarter 
ofa century, According to the census report 
‘of the North-West Provinces, I find the 
population of Benares is a little over 176,000. 
O£ these 138,000 are Hindoos, 42,000 Maho« 
medans, and 205 Christians. How many. of 
these are officials and missionaries I do not 
know, but at best the numbor of natives 
gathered into the fold by the united efforts of 
the missionaries is tamentably small, 

On Sunday I went to the mission-houge of 
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the London Missionary Society, to. attend tho 
native service. It is a neat, conimodious 
- building, comfortably sontod and possessing 
‘the attvaction of a harmonium, In My. 
_ Elewlett, the pastor, missionary work has a 
model servant. When I ontered he was 
earnestly preaching to clovon natives, one-half 
of whom were divectly and officially connected. « 
with the mission. 

This was bad, but I gathered from a melan- 
choly little joke, heard from the lips of a 
missionary, that things are worse elsewhere, 
At Mirzapore it befel at one time that the 
native congregation was reduced to a single 
individual, a lad of fifteon. In courso of time 
the news spread that “tho congregation at 
Mirzapore is growing ;” the lad of fifteen was 
becoming a youth of cighteen. Next, Christian 
India was thrillod. by the report that “the con- 
grvogation at Mirzapore had doubled ;” the 
young man of ninetoon had taken to himself 
a wife, a 
Mx. Howlett proachod his sormon with doors 
and windows wide open. His louse stands 
within the compound, a fow yards distant, and, 
his voice fell upon the ear of his dog, who had 
been. taking. a siesta in the verandah, Pre- 
sently the dog appeared in tho doorway,.and 
discovering his master in tho pulpit walked up 
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to him and entirely disappeared from viow, 
save that its tail was left wagging in the 
friondliest way outside the limits of the pulpit. 

This is a trivial story, but it has a grave 
moral, If a man like Mr, Hewlett, a scholar 
and an eamest, simple, gentleman, whom mon. 
and dogs are instinctively drawn towards, has 
not more to show for twenty-three years unre~ 
mitting labour than this scanty congregation, 
Christian missions aie in a bad way in India. 
Tt is true that in the south thore is a longer 
list of converts to show, but theso are found 
chiefly among outcasts who, poromptorily 
cut advift from Hinduism, are peculiarly 
amenable to the kindly influenco of Chvistian. 
missionaries. In Benares, Mr, Howloti’s own, 
testimony is “that for years the native con- 
gregation has hardly grown, cither in numbers 
or in ability to support a pastor.” 

But if the seed of the gospel fails in hopo- 
lessly stony places in tho stronghold of Hin. 
duism the missionaries aro doing a groat work 
in the way of education, In tha London 
Mission College and Girls’ School, 1265 pupils 
last year were receiving a thoroughly sound. 
education. Icame across one of tho ex-pupils, 
a young fellow who is the propriotor of a well- 
to-do shop in the inlaid brass-work. Ho spoko 
excellent English, was bright and intelligent, 
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and was so ploased to find mo in company with 
My. Ingell, Mx. TLowlott’s collenguo in direction 
of the London Mission Collogo, that he sold 
mo a lot of things a thoir markot prico, with- 
out the customary proliminary of asking throo 
times thoir value, and gradually coming down 
to fifty por cont. over it, In addition to tho 
work carried on in the college and schools, 
and over and above her labours as principal 
of tho girls’ school, Mrs. Howlett pursuos tho 
system of Zonana work, visiting tho Hindoo 
wwomon in their own homos. ‘Those things 
may oven yet, as Mx. Howlott with pathotic 
patience and courago hopos, bring about a 
groat awakoning iv tho Hindoo mind. In the 
meanwhilo the bonefits of tho educational 
systom administered by the missionaries is 
unmistakablo, and cannot fail to bear fruit in 
inorensing measuro. 

Tho general position of Christianity in 
India ag affocted by mission labour is grimly 
told in tho official atatistios of 1871, tho latest 
availablo, ‘Thoso show that of tho 240 
millions thon peopling British India, only 
718,000 woro Christians, considorably loss than 
half pex cont. of tho population, Of these only 
asmall proportion are Protestants. In Madyras, 
for oxample, where moro than half tho converts 
have beon made, of a total of 688,760, 416,068 
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are Roman Catholics. Of the total numbor 
of Christians in India, British and foudatory, 
the Roman Catholics claim 1,817,782, and tho 
Protestants, 825,000. The superior tactical 
adaptability to circumstances of the Roman 
Catholic priesthood may be held in somo 
measure to account for this romarkable dis- 
crepancy. If it were part of the business of 
a Protestant missionary in China to havo 
pictures of the Annunciation in the mission 
zoom, he would be content to follow oarly 
models of art. Tho Jesuits know boitor than 
that, and their chapels aro adorned with, 
pictures of the infant Jesus in avpigtail, and 
Mary tottering on feet squoezod small onough. 
to please a Mandaxin. 

The pa to Protestantism, such as 
they ave, have been the result chiofly of tho 
London Missionary Society, which ontorod tho 
field in 1798; the Church Missionary Socioty, 
which sent out its frst reprosontativo in 1814; 
the Society for the Propagation of tho Gospol, 
which followed in 1826; the Prosbytoxian, 
Missions, which opened in 1880; and tho Wes- 
leyan Methodist Society. Excluding tho Scotch 
Church, of which I havo no particulars, the 
other four societies maintain thoir position at 
an annual expenditure of £165,000, contributed 
from home, In addition to this thoro are 
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spocial funds and monoy raised in India, which 
would probably bring tho oxpenditure up to 
somothing liko apound por convert por annum. 

In tho afternoon wo woro on tho rivor 
again, rowing to Ramnagaz, tho palaco of tho 
Maharajah of Bonaros. Tho castollatod front 
of tho palace stands boldly out on the rivor 
bank, and through tho bright cloar atmosphoro 
seomed distant only half an hour's rowing. 
But this prospect is ilusory, and it was altor 
an hour and a half’s battling with the current 
that the men brought tho boat to the landing- 
place at tho foot of tho castle. Tho scene on 
tho rivor in tho afternoon is groatly changod. 
from that witnossed in tho early morning, 
Tho ghits aro almost desortod, though hero 
and thoro are to be soorttardy worshippors 
bathing thoir thinly draped bodies in tho 
holy stream, 

Godliness having boon cared for in tho 
morning, cloanlinoss has its duo sequonco in 
tho aftornoon. Moen and womon, kneoling on 
tho bank or standing anklo deop in tho waitor 
on tho steps of tho ght, woro busy scrubbing 
pots and pans or washing houschold linen. 
Tho Brahmins, save one at a romoto ghit, had 
gona, only their umbrellas romaining to mari 
the spot sanctified by their presonco and 
ministrations, Tho broad rivor, shading from 
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green to blue, and wonderfully cloan consider- 
ing the hourly pollution of a great city, flowod. 
steadily on, sparkling in the sunlight, Looking 
back, growing distance added enchantment to 
the city standing high up on tho bank, with its 
frontage guiltless of a straight lino, and tho 
twin minarets of the mosquo always the most 
prominent feature in the pioinroe, OF all 
possible views of Benares, the bost is to bo 
obtained by a journey towards Ramnagar. 
The city, following the bank of tho rivor, 
curves outward in crescont form, displaying 
all its beauty to the south. Tho opposite 
bank going towards Ramnagar is a flat plain, 
a brown bank showing whoro the river ovor 
flows after the rains, and ‘beyond this, flolds 
dressed in the living green of the young shoots 
of late autumn-planted wheat. 

When the Gangos risos aftor tho raing, it 
does so in a manner worthy of its xoputation. 
Af the Maharajah’s palace thoro is a wator- 
mark, showing how the river risos in August 
from thirty to forty feet. On tho low bank, 
now deserted by the stroam, a Mock ‘of vultures 
were gathered, discontentedly picking at tho 
ribs of:a skeleton. A littlo further on somo- 
thing was floating in the water, sorving ag & 
resting-place for a flock of smaller birds, who 
diligently pecked at it, Wo were too far off to 
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seo what this was, but it was too probably a 
doad body. Thoro is no municipal law at 
Benavos forbidding tho casting of donad bodies 
into the river. his is, however, dono only 
in tho casos of poople too poor to pay two 
vupoes for wood to light a funeral pyro. It is 
equivalent to a pauper’s funorel ; but as thero 
aro many paupors in Bonares, thore aro many 
corpses in tho Gangos. 

A little apart from tho vulturos porchod on 
tho skeleton, a sirus pacod in solomn modita- 
tion, The sirus is much like tho stork, though 
with biggor body and broador bill, Its stride 
is curious, the pompous way in which it slowly 
draws its foot up and plants it out for another 
strido, combinod with a slight swaggor of its 
tail, being rominiscent of a boing somothing 
* botweon a churchwardon and a mashor. It 
took no notico of tho vulturos at thoir sorry 
banquet, nor of tho smallor birds porchod on 
the vulturos’ backs, nor of tho sky ovorhond, 
nor of tho vivor rustling by, nor of tho groat 
city in tho solemn stillnoss of tho opposite side 
of the river, It paced up and down with its 
ridiculous strido, its head lung down in matli- 
tation, and tho movoment of its body sug- 
gostivo of its having its hands claspod undor 
his coat-tails. Scaroely less comical was its 
mate, sitting on tho bank with its legs, pro- 
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digiously long from kneo to claw, spread ouk 
flat before it, hooked from the kneo, as a man 
might rest on his elbows. 

The sirus is always found in couples, and 
there is a pretty legend, doubtless founded 
upon fact, that when one dies, ils mato, 
refusing food or drink, pinos away. Caught 
young and tamed, the sirus will answer tho 
purpose of a watchdog. It makes a curious 
noise, which gives warning of the approach of 
strangers by day or night, and has an impartial 
way of pecking at the legs of unfamiliar 
visitors, which makes it intoresting, Some 
people who have tried it say tho flesh of its 
breast is very good eating. Broiled with 
onions, it makes a passable substitute for bool- 
steak, But its chief commorcial value when 
dead lies in its long legs, which from the kneo 
down to the claw make a pipe stem much 
affected by the natives. 

Still nearer the palaco a body was burning 
under a pile of wood, by tho edgo of tho rivor, 
the bereaved relatives sitting on tho bank 
dressed in white. The funeral was not going 
off very successfully, The wind, such asit was, 
blowing from tho south, had lit up that sido 
of the pile, leaving the other untouchod. ‘Tho 
undertaker’s men, evidently familiar with this 
mischance, stood at the sido, and with what 
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lookod liko a rod tablocloth fannod tho dying 
embers into a fiamo, laughing and talking 
tho while as if the froshnoss of tho joko of 
cromation nover pallod. 

The doscondant of one of tho anciont 
princos of India hay a right kingly watchdog 
at tho gato of his palaco at Ramnagar, This 
is a tiger, which a» month ago was roaming 
freo in the Maharajah’s junglo somo twonty 
milos off. Ho was caught in a trap cunningly 
propared, and after infinito labour and no 
slight personal dangor was caged and brought 
in trinmph to Ramnagar. For the people of 
Tudia the tiger has an intorest quito difforont 
from that which stivs tho broasts of visitors to 
the Zoological Gardons in Regont’s Park and. 
kindrod institutions. For Western pooplo tho 
tiger is a curiosity; for tho Hindoo it is a 
painful reality, like hungor and housolessnoss, 

Ad this vory time of writing, thoro is a villago 
in India on tho outskirts of which dovoted 
policomon, drossod in womoun's clothos, aro 
walking about. Tho neighbowing tigor, with 
a fine approcialion-of quality, will lunch only 
off the fomalo inhabitants, and aflor many 
vain atiompis at catching him by traps and 
logitimato hunting this dovico has been had. 
recourse to, hitherto without succoss; for whilst 
tho disguised policomon walk about in abso-~ 
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lute safety veritable women aro from timo 
to time snapped up. 

Doubtless the tiger at Ramnagar had fro- 
quently contemplated a visit to the village, 
but not precisely in this style. Reflootion 
on this unfulfilled intention may add to tho 
poignanoy of his feelings. However it be, he 
is the most sublimely wrathful creature I evor 
saw. Still fresh from the jungle ho has not 
learned that trick of restlessly pacing round 
the cage, with which Zoological Gardens tigors 
amuse themselves. He lies at the remote end 
half rising when a crowd gather round, and | 
with lips drawn back and bristles stiff as lance- 
poles, he growls. At times the noise, which 
seems to shake the cage, is more like a moaning 
sigh of infinite regret than an ordinary growl. 
Here axe these people, ten or a score of thom, 
within the length of half a bound, and botweon 
him and them what looks like a frail imma- 
terial mesh of bamboo. But ho knows its 
strength, for he has tried it, springing with 
a single bound from the further ond of the 
cage, expecting to find himself plump in the 
crowd, astonished and dismayed to find his 
head beatén against iron bara. 

Ho has given that up now, and, sproading 
out his magnificent body at full length at the 
end of the cage, only growls. Once an in. 
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genious villagor rattled a stick through tho 
opon bars of a narrow portholo by the tigor’s 
head; thon he leapod up, and, with hato and, 
rage blazing from his eyos and thunderous 
growls issuing through his closed tooth, he 
smoto the iron bars with his mighty paw. 
After the tiger the palace of the Maharajah 
was a very poor affaix, Admission is obtained. 
through « gateway and by an ill-kept court- 
yard, flanked on eithor side by shabby huts in 
which tho princo’s retainors livo. There was 
a sentry at the gato drossed in what looked 
like the cast-off clothing of a British soldier. 
Hoe was lounging sbout tho gateway as wo 
approached. At sight of us he took up his 
gun, and, like tho faithful sirus, whom he 
resembled to the extont that he had a rod tuft 
on the top of his head, showed a disposition. 
to pook at us with the bayonet. As lo was 
infloxible wo had to wait till our cards wore 
sont in and woro pormitted: to pass ouly 
whon the Maharajah’s privato soorotery, a 
baboo with kindly faco and gontlo mannoz, 
camo to tho resouo. When wo loft, tho sontry 
was again caught napping; but he shouldorod. 
his rifle with comical alacrity as wo came in 
sight, and as he salutod, looked more than 
ever like the soldier of the burlesque stage, 
The apparition, not unfroquent, of natives 
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with ved hair is startling till it is known that 
the effect is obtained by dyo. Tho mandloo, 
a leaf something like the myrtle, works this 
wonder, and is much used by the Mahomodan 
soldiers. We did not see the Maharajah, who 
happened to be at prayers. His Highnoss 
engages in devotion for twelve hours a day 
staight off, and has done so for twenty years. 
This habit, commendable in itself, interferes 
somewhat with his opportunities of social in- 
tercourse, Six hours ho sleeps, six hours ho 
devotes to mundane affairs, and tho rest to 
heaven. Should thero be any imperstivo call 
upon him, such as the visit of tho Nizam, 
which happened tho day beforo our visit, ho 
takes the necessary time out of his sleep, 
One half the day is inviolably dedicated to 
preparation for the world 40 come. I askod 
the baboo whether the heir-apparont was 
devotional to equal extent, 

“No,” he said, with asigh; ‘he takos only 
one hour in the morning and half an hour at 
night,” 

The rooms of the palace aro large and 
lofty, but the effect is spoiled by the importa 
tion of glass chandeliers with coloured globes 
and furniture from Tottenham Court Road. 
The attendant showed with especial pride half 
a dozen French musical poxos under glass 
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cases, which when wound up played jigs and 
set birds hopping about on troos, monkoys 
porforming, niggors clanging cymbals, and 
othor vylgarities. It was pitiablo to s00 theso 
* things in the houso of a man who had within 
roach tho illimitable art troasuros of India, 
The only docont things in the palace wero the 
marble floors, the inlaid marblo chimnoy-pieco 
in the drawing-room, and an ingenious clock, 
a duplicate of which the Maharajah with 
characteristic generosity presonted to tho 
Prince of Walos, who had admixed tho original, 
As we rowed back to Benaros the sun had 
sot, and night was swiftly dosconding ovor river, 
fields, and city, Tho mist, rising from tho 
Ganges, had wrappod itsolf round the city like 
a mantle. A second firo had been lit close by 
whore the ashos of tho ono we had watched in 
the afternoon still smouldored. Thoy glowored 
upon us as we passed tho low bank liko two 
groat ved oyes pooring across the darkling 
river at the groat city on tho othor sido, which, 
wo could not soo, though wo could hoar tho 
far-off murmur of its multitude. 
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CHAPTER XV. 
THE RESIDENCY AT LUOKNOW. 


Lucknow might well be named the City of 
Palaces. ong the residence of the kings 
of Oude, it has been dowered with many 
imposing buildings where formorly zoyal 
state was kept, and where now British officials 
gerry on their work, or the infrequent footfall 
echoes through tenantless rooms, It would 
seem that whenever time hung heavy on his 
hands the King of Oude built o new palace, 
They are not excellent’ in any way, and a 
glance at the outside as tho travollor passes 
is sufficient to meet the requirements of tho 
occasion. 

Prominent among a score of these royal, 
buildings is the Hoseinabad Imambara, with 
which the third King of Oude ondowed the 
city. Like many of the anciont buildings in 
India, it is a mausoleum, inclosing tho tombs 
of the king and his mother. It is a poor, 
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gaudy place, with a confusion of glass chan- 
deliers, coloured glass globos, looking-glassos, 
and othor devicos caloulated to pleaso the 
minds of children. The prophetic oyo of 
tho king foresooing a timo when, in dofault 
of spooial arrangemonts, his tomb would be 
noglocted, and his globes and his chandeliers 
loft unpolished, ho bequeathed a sum of money 
sufficient to keep up an establishment of 
servants, who lounge about the place and 
pounce upon visitors with demands for back- 
sheesh. Once a yoar, on the annivorsary of 
tho lamonted death of this monarch, thore 
is a groat flare-up of candles within the 
mausoleum and of lamps in tho courtyard 
and garden. This is a highly popular fostival 
and servos to koep green tho memory of 
Mohammed Ali Shah. 

Broad roads flank the quarter of palaces, 
and, not oxaminod too closoly, the big white- 
fronted hhousos look woll soon through the, 
vista of greon trocs. ‘Tho nativo town is 
much like that of any othor Indian city whove 
over two hundred thousand natives congro- 
gate, Thoro are«narrow streets and inter- 
minable bazaars populated chiefly by scllors. - 
Hero, as elsewhero, it is 1 marvel how theso 
shops can bo kept opon. Evorybody is busy 
manufacturing articlos for sale or calmly 
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smoking awaiting the arrival of a customer. 
But the customer comes only at rare intorvals, 
and though he makes a terrible noiso whon 
he arrives, that will not strike the balanco 
of the long blank in the day's businoss, 1n 
these Indian bazaars business is conducted on 
a literal adaptation of tho principle “ much 
ory and little wool ”'—or little cotton goods, 
muslin, brass-work, inlaid metal, gold, em- 
broidery, or pottery, as the caso may bo, 

For Englishmen the real interost of 
Lucknow lingers round the looped and win- 
dowless vaggédness of the Residoncy, hold by 
a handful of gallant men during the mutiny. 
The Residency is approached through a 
broad Portland Place-like thoroughfaro in the 
Quarter of Palaces. Highty-three years ago 
it was resigned by the roigning Nawab for 
the use of the British Resident at his court. 
The Baillie Guard Gate, tho outpost of tho 

egallant defenders of tho Residency, is now 
a few ruined walls oloquently pitiod with 
bullet-marks. Whero in 1857 tho nativo city 
stood, creeping close up to the walls of tho 
Residency compound, # fair park now smilon. 

It has been the policy of the British, alilo 
at Delhi, Cawnpore, and Lucknow, whilo 
preserving the memorials of tho defenco of 
the beleaguored loyal troops, to lovel with 
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the ground tho congorios of houses from 
which tho mutincors poured thoir shot and 
shell, Closo by the Baillic Guard Gato— 
so called from Colonel Baillio, tho officor who 
commandod tho first Rosident’s ossorl — is 
Dr. Ffayror's houso. Hither Sir Honry 
Lawrence was carriod on recoiving his fatal 
wound, and hero ho diod. A roofloss chamber 
in this batterod houso boars the inscription : 
“Tere Sir Henry Lawrence died, July 4, 
1857.” 

Thore is an underground room whoro a 
number of ladios and childron passed through 
tho dvoadful days of tho siogo, with shot and 
sholl whistling o¥orhead and the slow progross 
of the day marked by the deadly cannonado. 
Every morning at daybroak it began, con- 
tinued till the heat of noon camo on, then 
Sell away, to begin again in tho afternoon and 
continuo as long as light lasted. ‘When reliof 
camo, and tho garrison with its womonkind, 
had beon quictly withdrawn in the doad éf 
tho night, the mutincors, broaking in, and 
mad with rago to find their proy had oscapod, 
vented their fury on tho dumb sticks and 
stonos of tho house, smashing ovorything that 
‘vas broakable oven to tho stone staircases. 

Tho Residency must in its time have been 
# pleasant house, standing on ono of the 
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. highest spots of ground in the city, with a 
fine view of the country beyond. Intrance 
is obtained by one of those broad, lofty 
porticoes that are a feature in all Indian 
houses of the better class. At some distanco 
in front, just behind tho Baillie Guard Gate, 
is the banqueting hall, where gloomy stato 
dimmers and gayer balls wero givon bofory 
the trouble came. This building admirably 
served as a hospital during the siege. Like 


all other outbuildings, the banquoting hall * 


is battered with cannon-shot aud porforated 
with bullets. As for tho Rosidency itsolf, it 
is simply a heap of ruins. On a mound close 
by is a prim Malteso cross redyod “ in momory 
of Sir Henry Lawrence and the bravo mou 
who fell in defence of the Residency.” It is 
a poor, mean-looking thing to stand as tho 
official memento of so glotious a dood. But 
Englishmen havo always beon moro succossful 
in doing great deeds than in cormmomorating 
them in mazblo or brass. 

The true memonto of the dofenco of 
Lucknow, and the only ono needed, is tha 
picturesquo ruin of tho Residency itself, 
Every portion of a wall standing, evory rool- 
less room entered, has its story, written in 
the sharp, decisive handwriting of cannon 
or rifle. Here is tho room where Sir Honry 
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Lawrence was sibling at breakfast on tho 
Qnd of July, 1857, when a sholl camo in 
through the window and mortally wounded 
him. It is a small room, looking on to a 
vorandah with a toworboyond. Ifthe gunner 
who laid tho mortar had soon the British 
Resident across tho intervoning spaco and 
through brick walls, ho could not have taken 
suror aim. ‘Tho hole in tho outor wall through 
which the shell passed still oxists, precisely 
as it was made, and one can cloarly trace 
iis course across the verandah through the 
window and into tho littl room whero Sir 
Honry sat apparontly in full socurity. 

Hero is the Tykhana to which a former 
Begum was wont to retive from tho heats of 
summer, It is somo foot underground, and 
no place could havo boon better dosignod for 
tho purpose to which it was put during tho 
siego, whon two hundred and filly womon 
and childron lived horo, or rather hore died 
daily, Whon tho Begum dwolt hero, fresh 
air and sunlight camo in through tho caro- 
fully constructod povtholes noar the rool, 
With a constant hail of shot and shell raining 
on the placo it was not fol pormissible to 
loave these apertures unguarded. They were 
accordingly blocked up, and in darkness, with 
scanty supplies of frosh nix, sick in body and 
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sore at heart, women and childron dwelt in 
this chamber for five months and fivo days. 
One morning, in spite of all precaution, 1 
shot found its way through ono of tho blockod- 
up windows, and a deep holo low down. on 
the opposite wall shows whero it landed. No 
one was hurt, bub one lady diod of fright. 

Food and water wore brought to tho 
prisoners through a secret underground 
passage communicating with the Tykhana. 
Like the house of Dr. Fhayror, this cazrics 
proof of the fury of the mutinoers whon thoy 
leaped over the mud walls of the ontrouch- 
ment and entered tho silont and dosortad 
Residency. Having no English mon and 
women to slash and hack, they turned with 
impotent fury upon the very stono staircases 
of the Tykhana and broke them down. 

Here is the guard-room, next door to tlio 
fatal breakfast-room, where six soldiers wore 
buried alive in the ruins croated by a sholl, 
Here is the tower, honoycombod with cannon. 
shot, on the top of which day after day somo 
gallant officer volunteorod to stand, tcloscopa 
in hand, and report the movomonts of tho 
mutineers. Shot and shell flying around the 
Residency constantly struck here and thoro; 
but this tall tower, on which the British Sag 
defiantly floated, was a mark always being 
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struck, and the marvol is that so much stands. 
Here is the flagstaff, out in twain by a 
cannon-ball in the early days of the sioge, 
patched togethor with iron hoops, and once 
more carrying the flag before the exultant 
shouts of tho mutineors had gone tho full 
round of their camp. 

Tho flag, riddled with shots, is still pre- 
sorved, and on Christmas days and Sundays 
floats from the patchod-up flagstaff on tho 
old tower, looking out on a scono in strange 
contrast with that it witnessed in 18657, 
Except tho Tykhana, which is really a cellar, 
there is not a roof to any chambor in the 
Rosidency. Very oarly in tho sioge tho 
upper rooms wore rondored uwntonable, and 
tho work of destruction was finishod when the 
mutineors broko in. 

Throughout tho grounds dwarf brick pillars 
mark the places whero tho various batterios 
stood. Ono placo not markod, though it is 
worthy of a tablot, is tho drain through which 
Mr, Kavanagh mado his way into tho city, 
and so on to tho Alambagh, with a letior to 
Sir Henry Havelock, who had establishod 
himeolf there with the relic! column. Mr. 
Kavanagh had drossod himsclf as a native; 
but a man cannot creep through a mile or so 
of drain pipo without obtaining a suspicious 
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appearance, As he emerged at the othor | 
end of tho drain he was arresied and takon 
before the rebel leaders, but succeeded in 
getting off and placod his missive safely in 
the hands of Sir Henry Havolock. 

The churchyard behind the Residoncy is 
tull of interesting momorials of tho slog, 
Of the little church itself tho mutinoers 
scarcely left one stone standing upon another. 
Near its iuins is a plain marblo slab boaring 
the legend: “Here lics Honry Lawronco, 
who tied to do his duty.” This is tho full 
inscription as usually quoted, and ib would 
seom difficult to spoil ils touching simplicity. 
This has, however, been dono by the curious 
xider, so familiar in the death sontonces of 
the judges in tho Old Bailoy, ““May the 
Lord have mercy on his soul.” 

There is an odd monumont over tho grave 
of a lady burnt by tho oxplosion of a sholl. 
The slab on tho top is carved into ouvious 
convolutions, designed, ibis said, to simulate 
the blisters which broko out over tho wnfortu- 
nate lady’s body, Thero is a monumont over 
the grave of the lady killed in tho Tykhana 
by a shot that never touched her. “ Saorod,”” 
So the inscription runs, “to tho memory of 
the young wife of Captain Lancelot, who diod 
of fright, 16th July, 1887,” In ono common 
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_ of the churchyard is a little clustor of graves 
whero lio the childron who did not survive 
their baptism of fire, 

As wo stood by tho pillar marking tha 
position of one of tho hottost batterios, sorved. 
only by voluntoors, two jackals trotted into 
tho compound outside tho graveyard, and, 
lifting up thoir voices, piteously howled. But 
this was tho only noto of discord in a placo 
where the peace of a summer day reigned, 
and where under tho shado of tho sacrod 
peepul too and tho tower-like tamarind, the 
sorely tried sojournors in the Residency tako 
their rest, 
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CHAPTER XVI. 
CHRISTMAS AT CAWNPORE. 


Wira the thermometer at cighty in the shade, 
with roses blooming in the gardens by the 
wayside, and violets sconting tho air in tho 
Memorial Gardons, it is hard to beliove thab 
this is Christmas Day. ‘Tho imagination is 
not greatly helped by the scene around. Tt is 
impossible, with whatever goodwill, to imagino 
Trotty Veok, with his red comforter twisted 
round hig head by way of turban, a pair af 
trousers made out of a cotton duster, aud, for 
all other clothing, a bright yollow cloth hung 
about his shoulders. Nor is Tiny Tim to 
be recognized among tho heap of hall-clad. 
children that swarm in tho streots, though 
heaven knows some of them ave sickly onough. 

When night falls the condition of affairs 
grows more homely. It ig cold enough for tho 
most ‘seasonable” Christmas woathor, Un- 
fortunately for comfort, domostic arrangements 
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in India—at least as far as thoy are known to 
tho wanderer in hotels—do not recognizo the 
contingency of Christmas woathor. The grent 
problem of lifo in India is how to keop cool, 
and to its solution all tho onergy and ability 
of the housebuilder aro bent. We dinod last 
night at Lucknow in a comparativoly small 
room, which had six doors, and evory ono of 
them open. ‘There was a fireplaco and some 
fire in it, but ib was set back well into tho 
wall, so ag to secure the minimum of obtru- 
siveness. Tho doors in houses hero are not 
modorate-sized aportures suck as serve at 
home. They aro slices out of the wall, out 
broad and high, and it comes to pass that a 
dining-room is actually composed of a serios 
of pillars, tho rest of tho space being open 
doors. This is delightful in tho hot soason, 
and well onough in tho daytimo, evon ab 
Christmas; bub at night it oreatos discontont. 

Anglo-Indians keep Christmas-timo with 
tho jealous affoction with which they chorish 
evorything that reminds thom of homo, A 
sprig of mistletoe or a bough of holly would 
orento unbounded enthusiasm could if find its 
‘way to an English bungalow to-day. That is 
impossible. But sinco it is the custom in 
England to deck houses and churches with 
evergreens on Christmas Day, we have our 
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show at Cawnpore. Tho porch of the voran- 
dah in which I sit at noon and writo, gratofal 
for the shade, is festooned with ropes of mango 
leaves with garlands and marigolds drooping 
from them.’ Running up the posts at the gato 
ave two gigantic plantain leaves. Thus is 
every largo house in Cawnpore deckod because 
of Christmas Day. The Memorial Church is 
filled with the scent of roses, of which thou- 
sands bloom on the pillars, the arches, tho 
pulpit, and the altar. Horo, too, tho mango 
leaf plays the part of holly, and tho plantain 
makes-believe 10 be mistlotoe. Walking out 
before breakfast this morning we mot many 
servants hurrying along, carrying to thoir 
mastors’ friends the compliments of tho season 
and big bunches of fragrant rosos. 

We spend our Christmas Day all by our- 
selves, sole tenants of tho hotcol, which, by tho 
way, is an excoedingly pleasant and comfort- 
able hostchy—a rare thing in India, It was 
formorly the officers’ mosshouse, and slands 
woll back from the road in tho shadow of 
monumental tamarind trees. It is called 
“The Original Unitod Servico Hotel,” whoreby 
hangs a tale, The present proprictor had a 
house a short distance off callod tho United 
Service. Some time ago it was burnt down, 
whereupon a smart native opencd another 


CIIRISIMAS AT CAWNPORE. 258 


house, for which ho borrowed a namo that 
stood in high roputo with travollors to Cawn- 
pore, This did very woll till anothor nativo 
opened a houso, which ho called “ Number 
One, Unitod Sorvieo Motel.” This nocos- 
sitatod tho first pirate numboring himself 
* two," and now we havo tho “ original,” 

Tho comfori, which smilod through tiffin 
and made frosh promises for dinner, with tho 
tablo prottily decorated with flowors, evor- 
greens, and a generous bill of fare, was, 
dostined to suffer rude eclipse. Jt was tho 
plum-pudding that did it, If thore had boon 
no plum-pudding there would havo boon no 
catastropho. As it was, the landlord, anxious 
that the day should pass off worthily, ordered 
a plum-pudding, and gavo into chargo of “ the 
“putlor,” as tho hoad nativo servant is called in 
India, a tumblor half full of brandy, ‘This the 
butler incontinontly drank, and in tho courso 
of half an hour was hopolossly drunk, Eis 
baloful oxamplo spread with alarming rapidity. 
Evory Christian sorvant on the promisos, cagor 
to do honow to tho festival, got drunk; 
only the Mahomodans, mnboliovors, remained 
sober, Unhappily (I moan in this particular 
connection), the cook was a Chyistian, and 

* had boon overtakon before he had carried into 
full effort tho gonorous intention of tho bill of 
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fare, ‘The consoquenco was tlt practially 
we had no dinner, and tho cntertainmont of 
watching the butler, with his glance fixod on 
a distant object, walking up the room as if tho 
floor were a tight ropo, holding in his hand a 
hot-water plate, from which tho wator oithor 
oozed out on the meat or tricklod over his 
trousers, began to pall aftor tho third course. 

The manager apologetically informod mo 
on the following day that he bad soundly 
thrashed the butler, a proccoding which, ib 
appears, is becoming somewhat risky, 

“You cannot lift your hand now lo ono of 
them fellows,” said the managor, wilh fino 
indignation, “but they have you into court 
and you're fined five rupees. It’s porfoctly 
scandalous, and will be worse; it’s since this 
Ibert Bill has come on. It’s vory bad Lor us 
here, owing to tho rosident magiatrato, It's 
Colonel Wheeler, whoso sistors and fathor 
were slaughterod by Nana Sahib, Yot tho 
man’s as gentle with the natives as if thoy 
wore English, THe listens to all thoy say, and 
as often as not goes with them. Onoo, whon 
he was on leave, we had here anothor mngis- 
trate, who was aman. It was Colonel ——, 
He had not been in office five days before he 
had turned every native out of it. Ifa native 
* came up complaining that ho had boon 
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thrashed by his master, he made short worl 
of him, and tho man didn’t trouble to go 
back to court.” 

“Ayo,” chimed in tho manager’s wife, with 
“a sigh of rogret, “ Colonel —— was somothing 
liko a magistrate. THe was always just.” 

“ Now,” tho manager continued, “wo can 
hardly call our house our own, can’t knook 
a fellow down if he’s insolent, can’t thrash 
the cook if ho’s late with dinner. But I gave 
it the butlor last night; and he daron’t go to 
court, or they’d ask him where he got the 
brandy from.” 

There was a gleam of comfort in this; but, 
on the whole, tho good old times scom to havo 
departed from India, and tho stercotypad notice 
posted in country hotols “ carnestly yequosting 
guests, not to ill-troat native servants,” but 
to report delinquoncios to the managors, is 
growing out of date. 

Cawnporo is built much after tho fashion of 
Lucknow, being sproad ovor a considorable 
plain, broaking forth into stroots of housos in 
unoxpoctod places, Tt is a busy placo, being 
tho principal grain markot in the district, It 
is also a head-quarters of tho cloth wade. Thore 
axo two large cotton mills heve, and a third is 
being built. But its intorost for the Hnglish- 
speaking raco contves round tho places where 
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is kept groon the memory of Nana Sahib’s 
cruel treachery. 

The story begins to bo written on tho baro 
space of ground where a few stonos mark tho 
lines of the camp where Gonoral Wheolor 
entrenched himself with his little army and 
his many camp followers. In the first wook 
of June, 1887, all India was in revolt, tho fre 
bwning most fiercely in Oude, whened tho 
fiery-cross had beon sont round, Dolhi was 
held by the rebels, and the descendant of tho 
old Mogul kings had been tumuliuously rei. 
stated upon the throne. John Lawrenco hold. 
the mutineers in check in tho Punjaub, but 
Heury Lawrence was already boloaguorod in 
Lucknow, and there was not a native rogimonk 
in Oude that could be depended upon, On tho 
5th of June tho crisis camo at Cawnporo, and 
found General Wheeler entronchod in this ill- 
chosen quarter. All told, ho had 1100 souls 
within the limits of his camp. Less than 500 
were fighting men, and Nana Srhib hafl sur- 
rounded the camp with an imponelrablo ring 
of 30,000 men. 

Wheeler had thrown up a wall of mud, woll 
enough to keep an ill-disciplined rabblo owt, 
but no protection against the rain of bullets 
and the incessant cannonading kopt up from 
‘the camp of the mutineers. At first he had 
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two buildings which servod for partial sheltox, 
not so much from the firo of the onomy as 
trom tho doadly heat of tho sun, and Lrom tho 
rains which had commoncod. Thoso buildings: 
wore speodily levollod by Nana Sahib’s bat- 
texios, and thero romained for tho hapless 
vefugoos nothing but the baro ground and the 
open sky. At tho end of throo woeks, whon 
hundreds had diod and the rosé wore starving, 
the crafty Hindoo proposed terms of capitu- 
lation which were surprisingly generous. Tho 
troops were to march out, stacking their rifles, 
but wearing thoir side-arms. They were to bo 
escorted to tho rivorsido, where thoy wore to 
tako boat and mako tho bost of their way to 
Allahabad. a 
Tho road by which they startod on this fatal 
march is clearly onough marked to-day. Tt 
follows a direct line Lor the Suttoe Ghat, pass- 
ing undor the high road ‘ab a short distanco 
from tho river. After tho rainy soason a rivu- 
lot finds its way by this course to tho Ganges, 
and if must havo beon hoavy marching for 
Wheolor’s mon and tho womon and ohildron 
who accompanied them. It is dry onough to- 
day—a dusty pathway through an arid plain. 
The ghit by which tho sick and woary com- . 
pany took boat was at that timo a busy Jand- 
ing-placo, At tho top of the stops is tho littlo 


Vol, Ih . 36 


258 © ‘BAST. BY WHST, 


temple and suttes-house which gives tho ghit 
its name, Other spots connected with tho 
tragedy haye been swept and garnished, and 
are guarded as sacred momorials. But tho, 
slaughter gate through which the unsuspecting: 
<taen and women went to their doom has bean 
left untouched as an accursed thing. Tho 
temple is doorless and windowless. ‘The house 
behind, where a faithful Hindoo widow. was, 
long. time ago, burned with tho head of hox 
“dead lord on her knée, is crumbling to pieces, 
and the tomb in which husband and. wifo-lie 
undivided in death is broken and‘lefaced. ‘Tho 
steps of the ghit are half an inch thick with 
dust, undisturbed by the tread of human foot, 
The two: peepul. trees which witnessed the 
murder still flourish, and doubtless ato green, ° 
enough after the yains ; bub just now the leaves 
aro dust-laden and parched, and the grey, - 
gnarled trunks lean over towards the xivor aa: 
if they had long been tired of life, and would 
ubove all things like to tumble into its goo] 
depths. 

The place is indescribably lonely and ise 
late. Standing by the temple there is plainly 
in view the bend of the river behind which 
Nana Sabib had hid his guns. A little lower 
down on the other side of the xiver lay. in 
ambugcadé & régiment of rebela charged with -' 
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the duty of slaying all whom the cannon 
spared. ‘Thyoo boat-loads got off, and rowed 
for a thousand yards in fancied security, and 
with lightened hearts at the thought that their 
‘troubles were now over; that no more would 
thoy see the texriblo camp, with its hunger and 
thirst, its houselessness, its nover-coasing rain 
of. bullets, and its frequent thundorstorm of 
artillery. Just round the point the slaughtor 
began... The boats were. sunk with cannon- 
shot, and those who escaped and tried to 
yeach the land wore pitilessly shot by the 
-twoops ov tho-ether sido of the river, General 
Wheeler, some of his officers, and most of the 
women had beon halted under a tree, which 
still stands, eight or nino hundred yards 
distant *from the ghit, When they heard. 
the firing thoy knew what had happened, and 
fled in-wild affright along the main road, But 
the cavalry speodily hunted them down. ‘The 
men wore shot like dogs and the womon and 
children carried off to Nana Sahib’s house, 
“Had Wheelor boon ablo to hold out a fow 
days longer all would havo been well. Have- 
Jock was alvoady-on.tho march, his noarex 
approach being made tho signal for an-episode 
which is the damkest-act in the hurried 
tragedy. On the eve of going out to. give 
battle to the English gonoral.. Nana Sahib 


260 BAST BY WEST. 


f 


issued orders for the massacre of the women. 
They wero invited to leave the house under 
pretence of being conducted to a placo of 
safety. But they had had enough of tho 
Hindoo’s clemency. Thoy refused to imovo, 
and were shot by volleys fired through tho 
‘windows, Sepoys entering sword in hand and 
completing the work. ‘This dono, they ware 
dvagged out dead and dying, women and 
vhildren, and cast into a well that stood 
opposite the house. There thoy wore found 
when Havelock’s men, having ubtorly routed 
Nana Sahib, entered the town, flushed with 
the generous hope of rescue, 

The Momorial Church stands just outside 
the entrenchmont of Wheeler’s camp. It is 
a sybstantial rather than a handsome slruc- 
ture, built of red brick facod with sandstone. 
Round the chancel is a row of momorial 
tablets, set thero “ to tho glory of God and in 
memory of more than a thousand Christian. 
people who met their deaths hard by botweon 
the 6th of Juno and the 15th of July, 1857,” 
As alveady mentioned, the church is to-day 
decorated for tho Christmas fostival, and over 
this memorial of massacre there runs a garland 
proclaiming, with grim but undesigned irony, 
‘Peace on earth, and goodwill among men,” 
Near tho altar rail is a pretiy marblo font sent 
ag an offeriig by tho Queen, 
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As wo stood in the church reading tho 
namos of the victims of the Mutiny we could. 
hear the cheors of the British soldiers in tho 
barracks, wolcoming their officers, who had 
Jooked in upon their Christmas dinnor of 
voast beef and plum-pudding, The barracks, 
built since tho Mutiny, stand not far from the 
house which was Nana Sahib’s head-quarters 
at a time when he was treating for the capitu- 
lation of a British genoral, and believed that 
within fiwenty-four how's Cawnporo would see 
the last of tho English soldior. 

The Memorial Gardon is soparated from 
tho church by a spaco big cnough to hold tho 
city of Cawnporo if the people could by any 
means be induced to dwell in neighbonrly 
faghion, At the time of the Mutiny tho woll 
sorved the noeds of a fow straggling houses 
which in the eccentxic disposition of tho town 
happenod to find themsclvos here. Now ouly 
x» marble cross sot in a grass plob—dark in the 
shadow of solemu yows—marks the site of 
the butchery, whilst tho woll itsolf is a pro- 
minent object in a rich and woll-ordered 
garden, Whon Havelock roachod Cawnpore, 
nnd found this torrible tawth at tho bottom of 
tho well, it was too late to furnish Christian 
burial to Nana Sahib’s victims, The well 
‘was bricked over, and in due time thero has 
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risen upon the site a beautiful marblo figuro— 
an angel with sad faco, yot nob sorrowing 1s 
those that have no hope, but carrying in 
either hand tho palm of victory, Over tho 
gateway of the enclosure which swrounis this 
solemn burial-place is written— 

“These are they who camo out of groat 
tribulation.” 

Round the bage of the statue runs the 
inscription :— 

“Sacred to tho perpotunl memory of a 
sgreat company of Christian people, chiofly 
women and children, who near this spol woro 
orvelly mafsacrod by tho followers of tho 
rebol Nana Dhoomdopunt of Bithwoor, and 
cast, the dying with the dead, into the wall 
below on the 15th July, 1857.” 

In strange contrasb with tho soono rocalloc. 
by these words is tho aspect of to-day, with 
the sun shining down on bright flowers, groon 
grass, and lusty tees, and all around the 
peace and goodwill of Christmas Day, 


CHAPTER XVIT. 
THE CAPITAL OF THE GREAT MOGUL. 


I avr an acquaintance at Cawnpore who is 
too interesting to bo altogether lost sight of, 
Wo met first in the early morning whon I 
wad looking for tho post-officag Thero ap- 
proached from down the road a gharry with 
a human shoulder projecting from either open. 
window, and a prodigious arm hanging limp, 
ponsively enjoying tho cool morning aix. ‘The 
nearer approach of the gharry disclosed the 
upper par of a gigantic man. His turban 
brushed the roof of the gharry as ho sat, and 
if he had not got his arms outside I cannot 
conceive where he would havo put thom, As 
I gazed ho noddod in the friendliest way, and 
when I asked if he knew whero tho post- 
office was he stoppod the carriago with effusive 
politoness. He even mado as if ho would 
dosoond, but relloction on the difficulties that 
surrounded his gotting back again made him 
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pause. As it was he insisted upon shaking 
me by the hand, and go bubblod ovor with 
friondship that I felt as if we had Imown oach 
other for many years, 

His knowledge of English was not moro 
than sufficed, with the assistance of gestures, 
to direct me to the post-office, and aftor ho | 
had shaken hands with me again tho patient 
horse moved off with him. I marvellod much. 
who he might bo, but having no moans of 
learning I had given up the puzzlo when I 
met him onco more amid surroundings that 
deepened the mystery, 

I had obtained tho addross of the oditor 
of a native papor published in Cawnporo, and 
went in quest of him, desiring to have a talk 
on the subject of the Ibort Bill and othor 
matters, THis offico was in tho native part of 
the town, approached by a siroet so narrow 
that driving was inconvoniont, if not impos- 
sible, Holding tho addyess in my hand, [ 
walked down tho stroot, a narrow lano flankrod 
with shops a few feot square, windowless andl 
doorless, Native shopkcopers in tho stroot 
at the top skirling the Momovial Gardens 
might, if they pleased, dregs thomgolyog in the 
borrowed plumes of the English, ‘“ Bhonsla 
Mistze” might vaunt his “ fumniiures room” 
ad “ Mistry Janoji” might writo himself up 
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“couch-buildor.”” Bub in this stroet, oldor 
by a century than the English occupation, 
natives wore contont to follow old customs 
and retain anciont appollations. 

Tn each shop squatted a man or woman 
waiting for custom, which came but slowly. 
Occasionally a child camo up and had woighod 
out to her with infinite carefulness an ounce 
of gheo, fishod out of a jar by tho impartial 
finger of tho proprictor, which was next in- 
setted in whatover other receptacle had a 
call made upon it, Now and thon a woman 
bought a fow -pice worth of rico, and tho 
trade in betel-nuts was comparatively lively, 
For the vest tho dealers sat in thoir shops 
gazing into vacancy or talking across the 
narrow passagd to thoir oqually disengaged 
neighbour on tho other side. 

At tho cornor of a by-streot sat an old 
woman. with a fow handfuls of parchod peas 
stored in s bit of papor with a Jittlo tin 
moasuro designod to moto out tho luxury to 
solvent customers. As nono camo, tho old 
‘voiman. fondled thé poas with bony hands not 
less parched than thoy, arranging and xo- 
arranging thou with a tiroloss dovolion that 
must have addod sonsibly to their flavour. 
‘Perhaps she was hungry horsolf, and thus 
allied with an appotito too expansivo to be 
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satiated. I suppose tho matkot valuo of the 
whole stock was one penny, and when this 
was tumed over and the first profits gloanod 
the old lady would havo her dinner. In the 
meanwhile she took in sustenance by tho 
pores, as Joey Ladle was accustomod, in 
the recesses of his employor’s callar, to take 
his wine, 

Whenever I saw a comparatively woll-to- 
do person I showed him tho scrap of papor 
with the Hindoo’s address on. Generally ho 
twned it so as to read it sidoways, and in- 
variably returned it with n deprocatory shake 
of the head. No Christian, it seoms, evar 
penetrates this quarter. 

At last I came to a place with “ Pross” 
written over it, and, showing tho papor, was 
directed by sign up a courtyard. Thoro were 
stables outside, and at first that scomod all, 
But espying a umrow passago I followod it, 
and came into a courtyard facod by 1 house 
of remarkable appearance, flanked on eilhor 
side by outbuildings. The houso was a out 
between a disused gin palaco and a show 
booth, It was painted in gaudy colours, had 
glass chandeliers hanging down, and was 
adorned with many mirrors, In one cornor 
of the verandah, rolled up in a bluc-and-red. 
coverlet, was a patriarch fast asleep, and 
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thoro in tho contro of the yard, sitting upon 
a low couch somo cight foot long by six 
broad, was my mystorious acquaintance of tho 
thorning. 

Ho was as delighted to seo mo as T was 
surprised at this second rencondre in this out- 
of-tho-way yard in tho native quarter. His 
back was turnod as I entorod, and ho was 
gazing roflectively upon a basket of very dirty 
cakes which shared the couch with him. 
Avound, in differont postures all indicativo of 
profoundest respect and veneration, wore half 
a dozen men, Ono, waving a dirty pookot- 
handkorchiof, was keoping flios off tho too 
soductivo faco of the giant; a second held 
in his hand a stock of lime loaves; and a third 
held fast in the damp palm of his swarthy 
hand a storo of small pieces of botel-nut. 
From thoso tho mysterious creature on the 
couch alternatoly holpod himself while ho 
gazed with trzoublod brow upon tho caskot of 
cakos, apparontly debating with himsolf whother 
he should buy a ponnyworth. ‘ 

But trouble vanished whon ho saw me. 
The cakeman was poromptorily disinissed, the 
othor two servitors were wavod off, and a 
gveat fat hand was alloctionately pressing 
mino, 

 Pogt-oflico, ha!” ho said by way of groot- 
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ing, and that being his available stock of 
English he shook hands again. 

Tn his country this essentially absurd core- 
mony is unknown; but he knew Englishmen 
did it, and if he could not speak English he 
could shake hands, which: he did frequently. 
I sat and talked with him for » time; but I 
‘could make nothing of him, and left with- 
out the slightest notion whether he was the 
Hindoo editor (whom otherwise I nevor found), 
or whether he was a falso prophet or a de- 
posed prince, He was certainly, taking into 
account tho absence of preliminary acquaint- 
ance, the friendliest man I ever mot. 

* Agra, called by the Mussulman Akbar abad, 
the City of Akbar, was not always the capital 
of the Great Mogul. He had begun to build 
it in 1866, bué four years later a circumstance 
happened which determined him to move to 
to: Futtehpore Sikri, some twenty-four miles 
distant. At this place thero lived a holy mom 
named Selim, Christi, who foretold the birth 
ofa son to the great Emperor. The gon. 
arrived in due - time; a romarkablé cixeum- 
stance in early married life which so pleased 
Akhbar that, he not: only called the-lad Selim, 
after the Sheik, but determined to go and ' 
veside in the immediate neighbourhood of the , 
holy “man, Agra. was, projected and: partly 
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built, but that.was a mere trifle in the way 
of an imperial whim. The capital should -be 
at Futtehpore Sikri, and forthwith the Em- 
poror sot about building a palace for himself, 
one for his Christian wife, a row of palaces 
for his other wives, a palace for his Primo 
Minister, stables, a mint, a pavilion, a council 
chamber, and other marvellous structures, the 
vuins of which stand to this day attesting 
imperial magnificence and the genius of tho 
native workman. 

But the same personal inflnence that had 
caused the creation of the city decreed its 
desertion. Selim Christi discovered that the 
pomp and circumstance of the Court inter- 
fered with his devotions. Hoe boro tho afflic- 
tion as long as possible, spreading his prayor 
carpet in quiet places and groaning inwardly 
in tho spirit. 

At length tho crisis came. ‘The Emporoy 
having croated this splendid and costly jowol 
of a town, detormined to encloso it in a casket 
of impregnable fortifications.. Then out. of 
tho fulness. of his hoart the holy Sheik spoke. 

«My lord,” he said, “twonty times has. 
your slavo made the pilgrimage to Mecca, and 
nover gthid the heat of the day, the weariness. 
of the night, or the hunger. of-the. morning 
was his, ‘soul so sorely tempted. by worldly: 
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things as amid the distractions of this groat 
city which the Emperor has created whore 
yestorday was h lonely wasto.” 

“Tf it be your Majesty's will,” said the 
Emperor, “that ono should go, let it, 1 pray 
you, be your slave.” 

And thugs it was sottled. The Groat 
Mogul, worthy descendant of Timowr tho 
Tarte, invincible in war, sagacious in council, 
omnipotent conqueror of Hindostan, yieldod 
to the fancy of the soiled and sainted ascotic. 
The word was given to move on to Agra, and 
the beautiful palaces, the spacious courtyards, 
the lofty council chambers, were quitted as 
promptly as if they had becn furnished 
lodgings. The Sheik xogained his solitudo— 
the greater solitude of a desertod city—and 
when he died was buried .hore in a tomb 
whose floor is jaspor, whoso ‘walls aro marble 
inlaid with precious stones, whose doors aro 
of solid ebony, and over which rises an archod. 
canopy covered with mother-of-poarl. ‘ 

A city more or less was nothing to Akbar, 
absolute master of a hundred millign men and 
of all the riches of India. Having oreated a 
splendid city at Futtehpore Sikri, he doter- 
mined to excel it at Agra, and succeeded. 
His palace with its many adjuncts remains to 
this day in a condition which enables a visitor 
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to roalize all the magnificonco of tho Mogul 
Court, Té stands ‘high ‘on the banks of tho 
Jumna, the buildings occupying a spaco of 
a mile and a half in circuit, surrounded 
by a glorious red sandstono wall sixty foot 
high. In Akbar’s time thore were outside 
this battlemonted wall a ditch and rampart. 
These havo disappeared; but the inner moat, 
thirty foot wide, still exists, and the fort is 
entered by the drawbridgo which onco xe- 
sounded to the tread of Akbar’s spearmen. 

In a groat courtyard surrounded by arcades, 
now used as a British arsonal, stands tho 
judgment-seat of Akbar, In ® recess in tho 
conixo of the hall is a pavilion of white marble 
inlaid with mosaic where tho throne was 
placed. Below is a largo white slab on which 
the Prime’ Minister of tho hour (thoy wero 
changed evon moro froquontly than capitals) - 
stood and introduced claimants for justico 
to tho notice of tho Hmperor, Bohind the 
throne are a series of ohambors lighted by 
windows of trellis-work closoly cul in marble, 
Through these on groat occasions when Dw- 
bars were held tho ladios of tho Zonana used 
to peer forth, themselves unsoen, just as 
ladies in tho House of Commons at this day 
peep from thoir cago ovor the Spoaker’s chair. 

This hall has recently boon repaired by the 
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Indian Government at an oxponditure of oight 
thousand rupees, Close by is the Molo} Munjid, 
or Gem Mosquo, a gom of arohiteotiro which 
would be held as matchless if a milo down 
the river, cloarly seon from tho walls of tho 
fort, the white domo of tho Taj did not seem 
to float, a fairy thing far up in tho blue sky. 
In this mosque, built of puro white marble, 
Akbar was accustomed to worship in tho seloct 
company of his many wives. The limporor, 
the princes of his household, his Ministors and. 
chiof men of war, spread thoir prayor rugs on 
the marblo pavoment, whilo tho ladios said 
their prayers behind marblo scroons which, 
guarded thom from wanton glancos. . 

Shah Jehan, grandson of Akbar, was half 
a century later provided with prolongod and 
exceptional opportunities of conducting his 
devotions in this mosque. His son Arrung- 
zebe, having’ arrived at tho conclusion that 
his father had had onough of sovoroigniy 
when he had sat on the throno for noarly a 
quarter of a century, shut him up in this 
mosque and pencofully reigned in his stond, 
At the back of tho Hall of Justico -ia a 
corridor in which lies Akbar’s marblo couch, 
grievously shattered and clumsily mendod as 
if is were a broken dish. But ovon in its 
decrepitude if puts to shamo a gilt-baokod, 


‘ 


THE CAPITAL OF THE GRpat Moaun. 278 


e 
cano-seatod, British lion-docked, uncomfortable 
monstrosity which tho Nawab of Lucknow 
prosented to the Viceroy when he held a 
Durbar ab Agra. 

Tho Emporor’s palace romaing as to its 
main structure in oxcellent presorvation. Bub 
its bojowellod walls havo been sadly peckod 
at by successivo hosts of conquerors, notably 
including the British soldier, who scoms to 
have had a finc eyo for jasper, agate, and 
cornelian, and a deft hand for picking it out 
with the point of his bayonet. 

The Indian Government with well-dispensed. 
liberality have recontly wakenod up to the 
value of those priceless possessions and have 
not only taken measuros to stop further 
deprodations but have begun the work of 
restoration. for the last five years two 
hundred men have been daily omployed in 
restoring tho unsightly gaps whence the 
procious stonos have been plundered. Under 
‘a better taskmastor than Akbar those de- 
scendants of tho early artists labour, oubling 
out marble with bows strung wilh fino stool 
wire, shaping and polishing procious stonos, 
and fitting them into tho wall with a nicety 
which but for varied colour would defy dis. 
covery of tho joining places. 

The original carving of the pure marble, 

VoL, I, 87 
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not being portable or saleable proporty, has 
suffered. loast, and there are suitos of rooms 
containing panels somo four feet high, from 
the rough face of which are carved in relief 
beautiful flowers which bend their heada with 
all the graceful repose of tho living plant. 
Fiven beyond these in boauly aro tho ‘sereons, 
each one carved out of a solid slab in marblo 
and looking like delicate lace-work, Somo- 
times a whole window is thus wrought, giving 
glimpses of the Jumna which washos tho 
walls of the fort, and of the green fields that 
lio beyond. Often it is an open sorcon ovor 
a doorway, designod to promote the circula- 
tion of air which is one of the chiof ends of 
the house-builders in India. Whorovor tho 
screens appear they are beautiful beyond possi- 
bility of reproduction by modern art, and it 
is well that so many remain undamaged. 

In tho Diwan-i-khas, or privalo audionce- 
hall, is another throne of Abkar’s, a slab of 
black marble six foot square. Tuiko his couch, 
it is cracked right across, At intorvala on 
the line of the orack are two smudgod rod 
spots, whereby hangs a talo. Whon the 
Maharattas, continuing their triumphant cam- 
paign against the Mussulmans, took Agra, the 
Rajah of Burtpore presumptuously seated 
himself on the throne of the Groat Mogul; 
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whereupon tho shocked marble” cracked and 
a gout of blood issuod from its anguished 
heart. Many yoars later Lord Elonborough, 
having conquered tho conquorors of the 
Mogul dynasty, took his seat on tho throne, 
when once moro tho sonsitivo marblo distillod 
wt huge drop of blood. This satisfactorily 
accounts for the second stain. 

Across the broad courtyard is a smallor 
throne of white marblo. Here, according to 
Mussulman tradition, the Emperor's fool was 
wont to take his seat and mimio his mighty 
master, It is noteworthy that the jester, with 
a shrowdnoss not incompatible with native 
simplicity, was careful to have his throne well 
outside the swing of the Emperor's scimitar, 

In this part of the building is the Jossa- 
mine Tower, with bouquets of jessamine 
carved in relief out of massiva blocks of 
marble. Loading out of ib is a court paved. 
with squares of black aud white marblo so ag 
to form a pachisi board. Pachisi is o game 
something liko backganimon, but in placo of 
ivory piecos Akbar was wont to engago a 
number of prottiy girls, who stood upon the 
squares and movod hithor and thither at a, 
signal from the players. In this quarter is 
also tho Shish-mokal, a palace of glass, an 
Oviental bath, the marble roof and walls of ; 
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which are docorated with thousands of bits of 
looking-glass. In Akbar’s time the bath was 
served. with water falling in a broad sheot into 
amarble basin. Behind the waterfall lamps 
shone, Others blazed amid the fountains, 
their refracted light gleaming at a thousand 
points where it caught the miniature mirrors. 

Leading out of the Zenana apariments 
is a small square jealously shut in by high 
walls. Here the ladies of tho Zonana used 
to chaffer with happy merchants admittod to 
show their wares. The garden of tho Zenana 
is, save in respect of lack of care, much tho 
same as it was when the imporial wives 
walked and gogsipped under tho shadow of 
its trees. The contre is dividod by stone 
copings into little squares and ovals, some- 
times inclosing a foot or two of carth, and 
again forming the boundaries of a mimic lake. 
Here, too, is Mucleo Bhawan, whoro Akbar, 
forgetful of tho cares of stato and assistod by 
his favourite wives, whilod away the stunmor 
afternoon fishing ina tank. . 

Recent exoavations carricd on in tho neigh- 
bourhood of the fort havo brought to light 
a number of marblo pillars, some broken, 
others whole, but all preserving tho imporish- 
able work of the early sculptor. Thoy lio in 
a heap in one of the courtyards, thero boing 
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apparently no sotlled schomo of dealing with 
them. Perhaps they might bo spared for one 
of the London parks, as oxamplos of the posi- 
tion which art had roachod in India at tho 
timo Queen Elizabeth was on the throne of 
Hingland. 

Outside Albar’s palace, bub still within 
tho circle of the fort, is a palace built by 
Jehangir, Akbar’s son. The passion for 
palace-building was so great among the Mogul 
emperors that tho beautiful house Akbar 
had built would not sorvo his successor, Ho 
raised one for himself and to his own per- 
petual glory. Going back for his model to 

_ his father’s carlier ossay at Futtehpore Sikri, 
Johangix’s homestoad:is built of red sand-. 
stone, and hag in respect of architecture 
nothing in common with the dainty palaco 
of his great father. Akbar’s taste was essen- 
tially Mahomodan; Jehangir, a longor settler 
in the conquered country, made his house 
a stately monument of nativo architecture, 

Noé loast in intorest to tho English visitor 
ave the Gates of Somnath, which find lodg- 
ment ii Akbar’s palace. ‘They aro of sandal- 
wood, finely carvod, with the colour deoponed 
and onriched by age. As gatos go, they are 
not massive, being only twelvo foot, high and 
not more than conveniontly broad to be passed 
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by a pair of loaded camels marching abreast. 
On a panel on the left doorway aro throo 
metal bosses, said to have beon taken from 
the shield of Sultan Mahmood. It was Lord 
Ellenborough who lifted the Gates of Somnath 
into a high place in history. 

“My brethren and friends,” he wrote in 
the famous proclamation to the princes and 
people of India, issued at the close of tho 
Afghan campaign of 1842, ‘our victorious 
amy bears the Gates of Somnath in trinmph 
from Afghanistan, and tho dospoilod tomb of 
Saltan Mahmood Jooks upon the ruing of 
Ghuznee. .The insult of eight hundrod years 
is at last avenged. Tho Gates of the Temple 
of Somnath, so long the momorial of your 
humiliation, are become the prondost record 
of your national glory, the proof of your 
superiority in arms over tho nations beyond 
the Indus. To you, princes and chiolsy of 
Sirhind, of Rajivana, of Malwa, and of Guzo- 
rat, I shall commit this glorious trophy of 
successful war. You will yoursolvos with all 
honour transmit the gates of sandalwood 
through your respective territories to the 
restored Temple of Somnath.” 

This remarkable production, which reads 
like the effort of a schoolboy who had spent 
his nights and days studying the bulletins of 
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Napoleon the First and Macaulay's essay on 
Warren Hastings, mot with a fate which must 
have astonishod as much as it pained the 
noble author. It was greeted in England 
with a shout of uncontrollable laughter, the 
reverboration of which stoppod tho southward 
progress of the gates. ‘Tho princes and chiefs 
of Sirhind, of Rajivana and of Malwa hustled 
them along through their rospective torritorios 
ag quictly as possible. The Prince of Guzorat 
conveniently ignored the proud mission. 

The gates wero stranded at Agra, and now 
find shelter in the palace of Akbar, surrounded 
by an iron kitchen-area railing of prim, un- 
compromising pattern, by which Birmingham 

_ shows what ¢¢ oan do when placed upon its 
metal. 

As for tho Temple of Somnath, it goes 
further to ruin without sighing for its sandal. 
wood gates, which in truth there is gravo 
reason to doubt over bolonged to it. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 
“(mem WONDER OF INDIA.” 


Tum tameness of tho common birds in India 
has been nowhere moro strikingly illustrated 
than in this crowded city. On a pieco of 
waste ground skirting one of the main roads 
a flock of sirus, numbering over half a hundred, 
are daily accustomed to gather and discuss 
tho occupation of Egypt, the Ilbort Bill, tho 
alleged designs of Russia on India, and other 
matters of general interest. No ono disturbs 
their consultation. No wicked boy throws 
stones at them, nor does any man raiso gun 
to shoot. They have thoir talk out and go 
their way in search of whatever scraps houso- 
holders may have provided for them. At the 
hotel many more sparrows than guests sit 
down to breakfast. Thoy fly in by opon 
doors, across bedrooms into the dining-room, 
walk about the floor, and sometimes alight on 
the tablecloth, holping thomselves to crumbs. 
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Evory morning one particularly port fellow 
flies into my bedroom, porchos on tho inner 
window-sill, and with shrill voice and mon- 
dacious detail tolls mo ho built the Taj. This 
is manifostly impossiblo, and is confuted by 
well-known facts. But if contradictod he 
brings in two or throo othor fellows, who, 
sitting on tho bed-rail, on tho washstand, on 
my portmanteau, whorevor there is clawhold, 
back him up with more details, croating a 
shrill clamour from which I am at last glad 
to make escape. 

Before going to seo the Taj, “ the wonder 
of India,’ it is advisablo to visit the mauso- 
loum of Kwajee Accas, commonly known as 
tho tomb of Itmud-oo-Dowlah. This would 
of itself be worth seeing if it stood one 
hundred miles distant from the Taj. But the 
truth is that, altor boholding the Taj, nothing 
of the same kind is worth looking at. Novor- 
tholoss the tomb of Itinud has attractions of 
its own, and a history excolling in human 
intorost that of many grandor places, K:wajoo 
Aocas was a soldier of fortune who camo from 
Western Tartary in tho hope of finding ap- 
pointment in the servico of tho great Emperor , 
Akbar. In this he succeeded, but tho foun- 
dation of his suprome fortunes was laid when 
his daughter Noor-Mahal was born. She 
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grew up in matchless beauty, and lit in the 
breast of the heir-apparout that glowing 
passion the history of which is written in 
Moore's “ Light of the Harem.” 

She happened to be engaged to Shoor 
Afgan, one of the nobles of the court, and 
being an exceedingly shrewd person married. 
him. A match with the Emperor's son 
seemed more brilliant, but in those days it 
was by no means certain that an heix-apparent 
would yveach the throne. His very claim 
‘ might prove fatal to him, and if he woro 
poisoned, strangled, or walled up, his wilo 
would be in sore straits, “Sheer Afgan, on 
the contrary, was in a well-established posi- 
tion, not too high to invite hostility and yot 
high enough to satisfy the reasonablo ex- 
pectations of Becky Sharp. When, howovor, 
Jehangir succeoded to the throne of Akbar, 
things were changed. Sheer Afgan was got 
out of the way, and his widow, otherwisa 
inconsolable, married tho Emporor, 

The new Empress immodiatoly bogan to 
provide for her relations, who at nows of her 
advancement flocked in from Tartary. Hor 
father she caused to be mado high troasuror, 
and all her uncles, her cousins, and hor aunts 
had fat places found for them about tho court. 
Having no children by Jchangir, sho concen- 
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trated her attention upon the advancoment 
of her daughtor by the haploss Sheer Afgan, 
whom sho marriod to a younger son of the 
Emperor. As a preliminary towards recovering 
the throne for him, she induced her husband 
to put out tho oyos of his eldost son, Khoszoo. 
Khosroo's mother was naturally indignant 
at this.’ Noor-Mahal invited the fady to her 
apartments to talk the matter over. Walking 
“yound the courtyard she incidentally asked 
her visitor to look down a new well that had 
“peen dug, and gontly but firmly pushed hor in. 
This new family bereavoment moved the 
heart of Shah Jehan, the second son, toward 
his unfortunate elder brother. He went off 
to a quict place in the south of India, and 
sent back a messenger to say ho “could not 
endure the separation from his poor blind 
brother.”? Ihosroo, touchod by this sym- 
pathy, went off to his brother, who embracod 
him so affoctionatcly that he strangled him. 
Noor-Mahal looked upon this procecding 
with approval, sinco it left only ono lifo bo- 
tween her son-in-law and the throne, Shah 
Johan must be romoved, and all would be 
woll, But Johan, as his little comedy with 
his “poor blind brother’’ testified, was both 
crafty and determined. It bocamo a game 
of * pull-devil, pull-baker,”’ and Shah Jehan 
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won. Coming to the throne on the death of 
his father, he put out the eyes of his brothor 
Noor-Mahal’s son-in-law, impartially stranglod 
all his other blood relations, and cast into 
prison the dowager Empvross. 

Hore through long years this Catharine of 
Hindostan ate out her lion hoart, comforted 
ouly by the memory of the days whon she 
had been first at the council board, had lod 
the imperial troops into battle, and had caused * 
her name to be struck on the coin issued from 
the imperial mint, the first and last timo till 
the epoch of Victoria that a woman’s name 
was so honoured in India. 

Noor-Mahal, as will appear from this simplo 
story, was a woman of strong family affection, 
and it was in obedience to this impulse sho 
built this great mausoleum, Itmud-o0-Dowlah, 
for the entombment of her father, She sleops 
,by his side, life’s fitful fover ovor, only hor 
story left to light up a lurid pago in the oarly 
history of India. 

The Taj was built by Shah Johan, 
apart from its architectural boautios, it is tho 
most magnificent tribute ever raisod by man 
to the memoty of a dead wife. Johan had 
married the niece of the terrible Empross 
Noor-Mahal. Moomiaz- ec-Mahal had in- 
herited much of the beauly of hor aunt, and 
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inight have developed something of hor am- 
bilion and unserupulousness. But Jchan was 
a strongor man than his fathor, and had his 
ideas of tho propor placo of woman in politics. 
Ho would not let his wifo meddlo with the 
TImporial government; but ho loved her vory 
dearly, and when sho died rosolvod that sho 
should have the most magnificent tomb in 
India. Hence the Taj, by common consent 
The tomb as distinct from all others in the 
world. 

Like the fort, the Taj stands on the banks 
of the Jumna. Seen from its marblo torraco 
the river, second in sanctity only to the 
Ganges, prosents a strange appearaco. Its 
wide bed is for five-sixths of ifs extont dry 
land, the enfeeblod ctrrént running through 
a narrow channel on the other side, Under 
the walls of the Taj a great field of whont is 
growing among thd gray sandbanks in the 
vory middlo of the rivor bed. When tho rains 
come in Juno tho newly born rivor will rush 
downward in a mighty stroain, washing high 
up the walls of the Taj, and tho comfiold will 
lio some fathoms doep. In the meanwhilo 
the harvest will be garnored in, and when 
noxt autumn the river dries up again, a rich 
bed will be ready to receive tho sowing for 
a now harvost. I suppose there is no other 
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instance of a river so rich in gifls as this— 
to give fish at its flood and corn at its ebb. 

Like the minarots at Benares, the Taj 
dominates the city. Its white domes &ro 
seen almost from every point of viow. It is 
approached through » magnificont gatoway 
built of red sandstone elaborately carved and 
eloquent with sentences from the Koran, At 
the end of an avenue of dark cypross treos 
the Taj reveals xiself. It is built of white 
marble raised upon a platform of red sand- 
stone, the marble as purely whito to-day as 
when it was polished. The building roalizos 
to a great extent tho structuro of tho Now 
Jerusalem, which John in his dream at Patmos 
beheld, when the first heaven and tho first 
earth had passod away—the great city whoso 
“foundations were garnished with all mannor 
of precious stones,”’ the first a jaspor aud tho 
twelfth an amethyst. 

The uttermost onds of the oarth wero put 
under tribute to furnish building imatorials to 
the Taj. Joypor sent whito marblo. Tho 
rare yellow marble camo from the banks of 
the Nerbudda, and the black from Charkoh. 
China contributed the erystal; tho Punjaub 
sent jasper, the cornelian camo from Bagdad ; 
turquoises from Thibet, and agate from Yo. 
man, Ceylon loaded tho Emperor's com- 
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missidners with lapis lazuli; the Red Sea 
was dragged for coral; Bundelkund sont 
garnets; Punnah produced ils diamonds; 
Nerbudda sent rock spar; Marchecon yielded. 
its famous philosopher's stone; Gwalior paid 
tribute in loadstone, Villait in chalcodony, 
Lunka in sapphires; whilst Persia presonted 
onyx and amethyst to her powerful neighbour. 

This rare wealth of precious stones is 
disposed over tho marblo with infinite skill 
and artistic taste. Whore the marble onds 
and the inlaying bogins is to bo told only by 
the varied colour. Happily the Taj has 
escaped tho fate of the palaces within the 
fort. The British soldier, flushed with victory 
and animatod by extra rations of grog and. 
new-born lovo of art, has not como poking 
round the walls with point of bayonct; nor 
has the Jat swooped down on tho place, nor 
the Maharatia ovorrun it. It is as perfoct 
as when Noor-Jehan was Insid hore, and, 
looking upon its porfectness, Shah Johan 
conceivod tho notion of building a similar 
mausoloum on tho other sido of tho siver, 
copnecting the two by a silver bridgo, 

The grave of the boautiful Noor-Jehan is 
dug in a vault underneath tho lovel lloor by 
which access is obtained to the conotaph. A, 
flight of marble steps leads to the solemn 
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gloom of the chamber, the light falling liko 
dim break of day fall on the end of the 
tomb bearing the inscription of the Empross’s 
name. This is the crowning beauty of the 
idea of the immortal architect—tho chambor 
all gloom, and only the name of the doad wile 
illumined by tho soft daylight struggling down 
the staircase. 

Whilst we were enjoying the beauty of the 
inlaid work, easily onough distinguished whon, 
the eye grows accustomed to tho half light’ 
of the chamber, there camo bustling down tho 
steps an anna-touting intrudor with a lantorn, 
whose vulgar farthing light he shod upon the 
inscription of the tomb aud proposed to carry 
round tho chamber so that we might rub our 
noses against the masterpieces of tle nameless 
artists. Hoe was a Sepoy, and I confess to 
finding it difficulé to repress tho wish that 
he had died during the mutiny. Ho and a 
worthy colleague with another lantorn woro 
fluttering round tho uppor chamber when wo 
arrived, pestering visitors to noto this and 
that, to be seen only with their lantorn, and 
taking all thé graciousness out of the placo. 
The authoritios, who take such infinito caro 
of the Taj, should confer a last favour upon 
the public by having those obnoxious pests 


removed, 
+ 
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Shah Jehan never bogan his mansoloum 
on tho other side of the river, wanting too 
early a tomb for himsolf. THe was laid by tho 
side of his lost brido, the tomb being maguifi- 
cont enough evon for omperor. It stands on 
the left-hand sido, loaving Noor-Jehan’s un- 
disturbed in tho centro, and boars an inscrip- 
tion, of which the following is a rough trans- 
lation :— 

. ©The Magnificent Tom) of the King, 
Inhabitant of the two Heavens, Ridevun and 
Khool; the Most Sublime Sitter on the throne 

‘in the starry heavens, dweller in Paradiso, 
Shah Jehan Badshah Gazeo. Peace to his 
remains, Heaven is for him. His death took 
place the 26th day of Rujub, in the year 1076 
of the Hijree (4.0. 1665). From this transi- 
tory world eternity has marched yim off to 
the next.” 

Hach grave is covered by an immense 
blook of marble exquisitoly inlaid. A. mazble 
soreen carved so delicately that it looks like 
a web of lace-work oncircles the cenotaphs 


that stand in the centro of the mazble hall , 
above the vault. The walls of this larger’ 


chamber ave inlaid to the roof, which rises in 

a dome over tho’ cenotaphs. This marble 

dome possesses amidst other beantios the 

most melodious echo ever heard, A singlo 
VOL, Mh ’ 38 
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note sung below it is repeated as if by al 
angelic choir, dying away in tho faintost for- 
off trill. ‘ 

The building of the Taj occupicd twenty 
thousand workmen twenty-two years, and cost 
three millions sterling, even in the ago whon 
thore were no trades unions and no possibility 
of strikes, Somo details are proserved in a 
Persian manuscript of contemporary dato, 
The yellow marble cost £4 per square yard ;. 
the black marble cost £9; the orystal 57; 
the lapis lazuli £115. Whatever might have 
been the wages of the workmon, tho mastorg - 
of art were paid on an imperial soalo considor- 
ing the value of monoy at that date. Tho 
overseer was paid at the rate of £100 a wonth, 
a similar wage being allotted to the chiof 
illuminator and the master mason, 

It is porhaps interesting to add that the 
platform of red sandstone on which the ‘Taj 
stands measures 964 by 329 feet; that tho 
terrace of whito mazble built on this platform 
and from which the beautiful structure risos 
is 818 feet square; that the roof is wplifted 
70 feet from the terrace; that tho dome— 
70 feet in diameter—is 120 feot high; and that 
the gilt crescent which surmounts tho dome 
is 260 feet from the ground. ‘The perfection 
of the architect’s art is told in the faot that 
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ono looking upon the building does not think 
whother it is largo or small or of any goo- 
motrical shape. It is simply perfect, somo- 
thing to be seen not once ‘but a. hundrod 
times in all tho varied aspects of weathor 
‘and. hour. It is a chameleon among archi- 
toctural works. In the carly morning whilst 
dawn is breaking it seems coloured a light 
blue. Rose-tinted beneath tho rising sun, 
dazzling white at noon-tide, violet color 
before an impending storm, crimson at sunset, 
pearly white under the moonlight, always a 
thing of beauty, a joy for ever. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 
DELHI. 


Warmne for the train at Agra, hanging with 
Hindoos and Moslems on the bridge, I saw 
a sight doubtless familiar enough in this 
ancient stronghold of the Mahomedan faith, 
but fresh and marvellous to Western oyos, 
As tho train drew up there poured from it 
-the incessant stream of third-class passengers 
‘which, coming and going, is the fount of the 
wealth of Indian railways. When the stream 
began to fail, four men, carrying two kangos 
chairs, approached the ond compartment of 
third-class oarriage, out of which was pro- 
jected the head of a:grim old man, beocomingly 
attired in white turban and flowing robe ‘of 
bright pea-green. Tho old gentleman. got 
out when the. coolies came up, and a grent 
white sheet was produced, This was carefully 
elevated go as to touch the top of the carriage, 
the lower end draping the chairs and hiding 
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them from view. The old gentleman, who 
had been hovering around the group cackling: 
like an old hen whose chickens were ‘giving 
her trouble, now disappeared behind the sheot, 
which was violently agitated from within. 

There was certainly some one there, and 
underneath the lowest fold of the sheet I 
caught sight of a bare foot which was a great 
deal too small to belong to the old gentleman, 
“After the space of a moment the shoet was 
withdrawn, and présto! there was no one 
there but the old gentleman, looking heated. 
and. flurvied. ‘Whilst: I was watching’ this 
native conjurer, tho. coolies. picked up the 
tivo kangos, which were jealously closed: in 
‘with red cloth, and rapidly moved off, the 
old. gentleman hitching up his pea-green gown 
and hobbling after them, the furrows on’ his 
face visibly, deepening as he mado his way 
through the crowd, his eyes fixed upon the 
coolies and their presumably precious burdens, 
When: he had seen them clear out of the 
station, the indefatigable old gontleman 
trotted back to the carriage, and, getting in, 
shut the door after him. 

The compartment was hidden on the 
view of other occupants ‘of the carriage by 
means of a black cloth fastened across. the 
open ‘iron-work that aus third-class 
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carriages on the Indian railways. But 7 
caught a glimpso of him from the outside, 
and noticed that he scemed to bo occupiod 
in making up parocl of clothing, LHe had 
one of the largo bed-quilts without which no 
native travels in thiswintor woathor, and was 
huwriedly tying it arommd something. To 
opened the door and tho bod-clothos began 
to move, clumsily making the descont from 
the carriage to the platform, Thon it was 
olear enough that tho bundlo was & woman— 
possibly 1 young woman, certainly not a small 
one. 
With the bed-quili pullod over her Jaco 
and her body bont nearly double, sho amblod. 
off by the sido of tho old gontloman, disappoar- 
ing up the staircase, whero doubtloss a kango 
awaited her, In the haste of covoring her 
up, too much of tho bed-quilt had boon 
appropriated 10 her head, and as sho bent 
forward there was disclosod n vistn af looscly 
made trousors dvaggling down to tho hool, 
I wish the old gentloman could havo boon 
mado aware of this. I should liko to havo 
seen his expressive countenanco whon ho 
made the discovery. But he was too much 
occupied in getting a third wifo out of « 
crowded station and wont on 4 little ahead, 
all unknowing. 
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Dolhi is o striking illustration of the 
passion for building which possessed the 
Mogul emperors. Thore is one Dolhi, too 
well known to the British nation, who in 1867 
watched with batod breath the movements of 
the little band of 8000 men who made beliove 
to bo besieging the town with its army of 
80,000 rebels armed and desperato. But 
known to history there is nos one Delhi 
“but forty-five square miles of Delhis. Tho 
advantages of the site on which the present 
city stands were always clear to the old city 
builders. But, somotimes becauso Delhi had 
been rooted up by an invader, even oftener 
because tho reigning emperor dosired to 
associate his own name with the city, Delhi 
was always being robuilt somowhero within a 
squave of forty-five miles, 

The present cily was built by Shah Johan 
_ about tho middle of tho seventoonth contury, 

Five and a half milos are enclosed within its 
ramparts of red .granito, battlemonted and 
turroted. It has twelve gates, tho namo of 
one, the Cashmere Gate, being imperishablo 
as long as Iinglish history shall be told, 
Of the ancient Delhis thore remain only ruins, 
the best known surrounding the Kootub 
Minar, the loftiost column in the world. At 
the presont time it stands 240 feet high, 


296 EAST BY WEST. 
* 


tapering ‘from a base of Afty feot in diamotor 
to a summit of thirtoen feet. Whon first 
built it stood sixty feet highor. Its foxn is 
peculiar boing divided by heavy baleonios into 
seven stories, the first three boing of rod 
sandstone and the last two of whito marblo. 
Six bands carrying inscriptions encircle tho 
basement story of tho tower. Somo of them 
contain passages from the Koran, others hymn 
the praises of successive sultans who built tho: 
tower or from time to timo repaired ib. 

Like Agra, Delhi has itg fort onclosing 
the palace of tho emperor. Tt oxtends for 
a milo along tho bank of tho Jumna and. is 
a mile and a half in circuit. On the throe 
sides facing tho town thoro rises a wall of red. 
sandstone forty feet high, flanked with turrots 
and cupolas. The palaco has sufforod moro 
gvievously than those at Agra. Shah Johan 
made the place too tempting for the times in 
which he lived, 

“Ach Gott,” Bluchor ;vhispored os ho 
looked round upon London, driven through it 
an honoured guest after tho peaco which 
followed op Watorloo, “what a placo to 
loot!” 

The thoughis of neighbouring kings turnod 
with equal tenderness toward Delhi when 
they heard of the treasures with which Shah 
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Jehan had loaded it, Thero was tho Peacock 
Throne, six foet long and four feet broad, 
of solid gold inlaid with precious stlones. 
Twelve pillars of gold supported the canopy, 
wrought of the same procious metal and 
Wwimmed with a doep fringo of pearls. On 
cach side of the throno stood two umbvrollas, 
beside which King Ooffee’s sunshade was 
a worthless rag. Shah Jehan’s umbrellas, 
symbols of his imperial state, were made of 
crimson velvet, royally embroidered with gold 
thread and pearls, with handlos oight feet 
long of solid gold flashing with diamonds. In 
the rainy season a stout soven-and-sixpenny 
gingham would havo beon of more uso. 

But these umbrollas had attractions of their 
own which proved irresistible to the Persian 
Nadir Shah, who swooped down on Delhi, 
rolled wp the umbrellas, and took them off to 
Teheran, together with tho Poacock Throne, 
with its back cunningly wrought in jowels 80 
as to yoprosont an outspread poacock’s tail. 
Tho throne itself, not to mention tho wm- 
brellas, was worth six millions storling to the 
Persian, ‘Lo was so well satisfied that he did 
not too carofully strip the palace, and when 
in lator years the Maharatins took their turn, 
they found, amongst other things, the silver 
filigree ceiling of tho throne-room, which thoy 
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melted down into a block of silver worth 
£170,000. 

Of these barbaric splendours there is scarcely 
any trace left. Of the Peacock’s Throno thera 
remains only tho marble block on which its 
glories were uplifted. Tho andicnce chambor, 
2 square marble pavilion, was twansformed into 
a ball-room when the Prince of Wales visitod. 
Delhi, and fountains plashed, flowers bloomed, 
and gay company gathered as thoy had boon 
wont to do in the time of Shah Johan. But 
that was an accidental and unropeatod roflec- 
tion of glories dead and gone. Loading out 
of the hall is a fine room with a balcony, on 
which Aurungzebo was wont to tako his pipe 
and, his case, and watch the olophants light 
on the bank of tho Jumna which runs below, 

Here also is the Zenana, used as the mosy« 
yoom of the 12th after Delhi was stormod. 
There is an underground passago of plain 
stone steps, by which tho last King of Dolhi, 
an Indian “My, Smith’ without tho um- 
brella, flod when the Cashmore Gate was blown. 
in. Less fortunate than Louis Philippo, 
Bahadur Shah was caught by Major Hodson 
when he had got as far as tho tomb of tho 
Emperor Humayoon, and sent a prisoner to. 
Rangoon. 

The Turkish bath is not the least beautiful 
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structure in the palace. Tho walls arc charm- 
ingly inlaid, tho pavomont boing formod of 
plaques of plain marble, tho joinings so skil- 
fully hidden with inlaying of bloodstono, black 
marble and yellow, that tho floor soems ono 
massive block. In 1857, aftor tho storming 
of Delhi, the palace was usod as barracks for 
the British soldier, who, having Icisure and. 
bayonet-points ready, pursucd that search for 
‘the beautiful alluded to at Agra and else- 
where. §o diligent was the pursuit, and so 
indiscriminate tho choice, that wido spaces of 
wall havo been reduced to patch-work, great 
‘gaps showing where precious stones had shone, 
The ceilings havo beon whitewashed, doubt- 
loss during the occupation of the place as a 
barrack; but here and thore glimpses of the 
old paint and gilding are caught. 

One specialty about the palace is the occa- 
sional plaques of marble, so thin that tho 
sunlight suffusos it from without, as if it wero 
hor. Another is tho mosaic in procious 
stones, representing flowors, fruits, birds, and 
beasts. ‘This docoration was lavishod on tho 
hall of public audienco, whoro sat the Mogul 
kings in the days of thoir greatness. This 
spot was greatly affoctod by that froc-handed 
patron of art, the British soldier, and whon 
he marched out of Delhi, after saving the 
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empizo, the walls of the audionco chamber 
looked as if they wero recovering from # sovero 
attack of smallpox. This hall is now boing 
repaired. The throne on which tho kings of 
Delhi sat whilst giving public audienco faces 
an opon court looking out upon what is now a 
tree-grown park, but was at tho timo of tho 
mutiny crowded with nativo houses, sproad 
out at the feet of the monarch, as was the 
custom wherever a palace was rearod. 

The panels of marble covering the block on 
which the throno rests are amongst tho finost 
carvings Ihave seen. ach carries alternately 
a lily and a sunflower of great growth and 
oxquisite grace. The big heads droop as 
naturally as if they grew in garden mould, 
instead. of sprouting in adamantine mazble, 
An ugly iron railing of the kitchen-area order 
surrounds the base of the throno, 

“Why is it padlocked?"’ I asked the guide, 

“Tho cantoen’s close by,” hoe oxplained ; 
“ British soldier gets wines, thon whon tight 
comes aid smashes stones.” 

The authorities check this misdirocted 
energy by means of lofiy railings, and the 
soldier, if he feols like smashing things altor 
“getting winos,’ must noeds knock his 
knuckles against the iron bars. With a fine 
disregard of historical and art associations, one 
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barrack canteen is really situated closo by the 
throne, and beer-stained tables are spread 
where Moslems used to hold forth thoir hands 
to Mogul majesty. 

Tho cantoen displays a sori of time-table, 
so curious that I took a copy. It runs thus, 
the linos being set forth aftor tho fashion of 
a railway timo-table: ‘Tixtra boer, 8 till 9 
am. Dinner beer, 12 to 12.45. First half- 
flvam, 4.80 to 5.80. Extra beer, 5.30 to 6.80. 
Evening beor,‘ 6.30 to 7.80. Second half- 
dram, 7.45 to 8.14.” ‘ 

Thus is tho British soldiex’s day portioned 
out by a kind of beery dial-face. At 8 o’clook 
his day begins, with the possibility of extua beer, 
and at8.14 sharp it closes. Night and dulness 
fall illumined only by the refloction that half 
a dram is better than no drink. ; 

Across the greensward, within view of the 
throne, is a venerable peepul treo, which, like 
others of its kind, was selected during the 
mutiny as the scene of an infamons act. Hore 
fifty-three English womon and childron wore 
put to tho sword, with old Bahadur Shah, last 
and most impotent of the Mogul omperors, 
sitting on his jewelled throne and congratu- 
lating himself upon the returh of the olden 
times when he was something more than a 
shadowy monarch surrounded by a mock 
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court, A little later another peopul tree, a 
larger one in the centre of the city, near the 

police court, bofe fruit of another kind. Hore, 

after the. city. was stormed, 250. mutinoers,. 
taken with arms in their hands, wore strung 

up by the neck, half a dozen on a bough, till 

the stalwart tree bent under the. weight of this 

unwonted harvest, . 

Not far from the palaco is the Juma. 
Musjid, counted the most beautiful mosqua, 
in India. It stands in a court 450 feot square, 
paved with red stone, and approached by 
handsome gates of sandstone, In the centro 
isa marble basin full of water, in which tho 
pious Moslem laves his foot before entoring 
the holy place. The mosque is of immense . 
size, surmounted by three cupolas: of whito 
marble, each crowned with spixes of copper 
richly gilt, Two minarets, 180 feet high, flank 
it on either side, From theso a splendid view 

- is-obtained of Delhi and of tho ruins which” 
for miles around mark tho sito of the eaxlior 
cities. “The interior of tho mosque ig paved. 
with slabs of white marble, each docorated 

“with a black border,. Some 1800 worshippers 
kneel: at prayer here, and in the palmy: days 
of Mahomedaniam 50,000 more stood outside 
and joined in the service. " 

There is to this day on the top of the 
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flight *of steps leading into. the courtyard 
and. immediately facing the Kibla and Mecca, 
a. -watch-tower, on which two mullahs stood. 
and signalled. to the mighty multitude out- 
side the progress of the service. A hand 
uplifted, and the great congregation Inew, 
though they could neither see nor hear, 
that the: priesb was reading; both hands 
raised, and they fell upon their knees with 
heads. bowed to the ground, knowing that the 
priest was praying. There are still sufficiont 
Moslems in Delhi to form a congregation for 
the mosque on Fridays, but the multitude in 
. the courtyard has passed out, never to retum. 
In place of this magnificent and imposing 
demonstration Moslemism has now nothing to 
show but a few relics kept in a hut in a corner 
of the courtyard, and producible for the in- 
spection of the unbeliever upon the jingling 
“of the inyincible anna. As usual, there are 
two men in charge of the show, one who dis. 
plays the wares, and the other who stands by. 
doing nothing, and asks for backsheesh after 
the first has been paid, The old Mussulman, 
diving into the recesses of the hut, prodyoes.” 
a copy of the Koran, which he affirm is 
1800 yeaas old, and which he -handles with a 
Jack of reverence that sets the unbeliever at 
his easo. ‘The -precious volume is contained 
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in a shabby green velvet box, much the worse 
for constant handling. Thore is in another 
equally shabby box of tawdry groon velvot a 
portion of the Koran writ by tho hand of 
Mahomet’s grandson. King Tamerlano, the 
showman says, brought theso precious things 
from Medina. 

Even of more absorbing interost is a rod 
hair shown under glass in a moan little tin 
box, anfl looking at first sight liko a outting of 
stout thread. This is a hair from tho board of 
Mahomet, miraculously preserved through all. 
these centuries. In anothor box is a stone 
with four very decided too marks, This is 
the impress of Mahomet’s foot. ‘Looking at - 
this bit of marble, and its deep imprint 
gravely held out to view by the hoary Mus- 
sulman in charge, it is borne in upon ono that 
the Prophet was not a man in whose way it 
would be safe to stand. Tho hut in which 
these relics are kept is somothing liko tho 
dark room of a photographor, a similitude 
strengthened by the hasty mannor in which 
the old Mussulman. dives in, brings a rolio out 
to tho daylight, and when it has boon duly 
examined, disappears in search of a socond. 
one. ‘ 

On a rail in front of the shed wore tiod 
bits of string and scvaps of red and blue rag. 
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These, it was explained, wore the mementoes 
of pilgrims who had brought to the feet of 
the Prophet spocial petitions. In the event 
of their boing granted, the faithful Moslem 
returmed, took away his rag, loaving a flower 
for the Prophet, and a few coppers for the * 
keepor of the Prophet’s hair and too-marks—a 
practice singularly akin to that noted at the 
temple of Nikko, where men and women °* 
broughé petitions to Buddha written on scraps 
of paper, which they left on a string before 
his altar, As in Japan, I noted that there 
was an accumulation of these scraps, showing 
a gathering store of unfulfilled desire. 

Tho Cashmere Gate still stands, its walls 
broken with cannon ball, and a tablet record- 
ing the names of the six English and five 
natives who blewit up. Through its shattered 
framework Nicholson led the storming party, 
and it is oasy to trace his way through the 
narrow streets in which fighting hand to hand 
with the mutinoers, and falling in scoros 
under the fire poured upon them from 
windows and roofs of housos, tho little band 
mado its way. Their object was to reach 
the Cabul Gate, whore a rebel battery still 
harassed the besiegers. The young genoral, a 
couspicuous object on horseback, rode sword 
in hand at the head of his men, and had 
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driven tho rebels a few paces past tho ontry to 
the troublesome battery whon a shot, fired 
from a mosque hard by, brought him down. 
The mosquo has been angrily domolished, but 
a plain tablet let into the city wall marks tho 
place where the hero foll. Nicholson sloops 
in a shady cemetery overlooking the city 
where he compléted his doathloss famo, and 
where he felf i in the hour of victory and j in the 
eaaliost prime of manhood. . 
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CHAPTER XX, 
AN EDEPIANT RIDE, * 


Juyrorn is perhaps tho prettiost town ‘in 
India, as its men are certainly tho hand- 
somest, There is none of the manifold races 
of India, not excepting the Sikhs, which has 
a prouder history than the Rajputs, They 
date thoir ancestry back to tho Sun god, the 
Hindoo Apollo, whose ideal type of manly 
beauty is well presorved in his descendants 
of to-day, To be six feet high is the normal 
condition of manhood in Jeypore, and it 
would not be difficult for the Rajah, if he 
were so minded, to have a body-guard of 
giants averaging six fect fow, The Rajputs 
havo always been soldiers from tho time they 
came down, a Scythian horde, and swarmed 
over the Himalayas to take possession of the 
fertile plains, They were ever a thorn in 
the side of tho Mogul conquerors. Akbar, 
attracted by their chivalry, made friends with 
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them, and they gladly did battlo for” him ; 
but they were always at war with tho pro- 
selytizing, meddlesome Auranzeb, and took 
their full share in bringing about tho dis- 
memberment of the Mogul Empire. 

Whilst the great majority of tho native 
states of India have been merged in tho British 
Empire, Rajputana still maintains a kind of 
complimentary independonce, and lodgos its. 
sovereign prince in royal stato at Joypore. 
Though thero is no more fighting to be done, 
Afghans, Persians, Moslems, and Maharattas 
all being gathered into the British fold where 
the lion lies down with tho lamb, tho Rajput 
still carries his sword. Driving about the 
outskirts of Jeypore we did’ not find a 
single man unarmed. The common labourors, 
weighed down with burdens they carriod to 
and from the city, always found a looso hand 
for their sword, a good servicenblo weapon, 
with a small hilt capable of being firmly 
gripped. They were not content to sling tho 
sword to their belt, but caxriod it in thoiv 
hand as if peradventure an enomy Iurkod at 
tho next turning. 

Jeypore stands upon a plain surrounded 
by hills, grateful to the .eyes woaried with 
the leyel stretch of country from Benares to 
Delhi. The streets are unusually wide, and 
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Jull of life qgnd colour. Strange to say, the 
women are not handsome above the average, 
the typo of beauty being retained only ii the 
male line; but they are graceful in figure, 
and delight in gay colours, As elsewhere in 
India, daily life is carried on ont of doors,’ 
the broad long streets lending fuller effect to 
the picturesquo scene. Jeypore is a great 
agricultural centre, and along the pavement 
tive strewn heaps of grain of beautiful colours, 
from soft greens to golden yellows. It is not 
likely that they were spread there with esthetic 
purpose; but nobody seemed to buy, and they 
made a rarely beautiful street decoration, 
Dyeing is » great business in Jeypore, 
The cloths—orange, rose colour, pale green, 
yellow, and deep crimson —are of course 
dried out of doors. As they come from 
the dyor’s hands, the womenkind of the 
family take them up, spread them out at full 
length, and wave thom hither and thither in 
the summer air to dry. Glancing down the 
street and seeing # dozen groups thus on- 
gaged, it looks like some graceful scarf dance 
which the women are engagod in, out of 
sheer idloness, love of bright colours, and of 
langrous movement. Through the throng in 
the brond streets glide troups of camels, of 
a much finer breed than we have been accus- 
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tomed to see. They move forward with head 
well up, lower lip dropped, aud eyes cast 
down under half-closod lids, imparting to 
their visage a comical “ don’t-know-yah ” air. 
Camels do the principal portorage of Joyporo, 
but there aro also in use a remarkably fino 
breed of oxen, standing fully sixteon hands 
high. 

Former Mahomedan supremacy hag loft 
its trace in the considerable sprinkling of 
Moslem women to be met with in the stroots, 
These are recognizablo by thoir dress, tho 
principal article of which is a pair of trousors, 
tight from knee to ankle, but othorwiso 
loosely made, suporinducing an uneasy foeling 
that they are gradually coming down. The 
Rajput women of Hindoo faith dross much 
more than their sisters in Bombay. In that 
populous city the garb of tho womon is based 
on the model of Miss Nelly Tarron’s favourite 
costume in Gaiety burlosquo, <A strip of 
cloth wound round tho waist, and probably 
reaching tho foet when hanging looso, is 
caught up between the logs and fastened in 
waistband at the back, leaving tho swarthy 
limbs exposed downward from above tho 
inee, The dress is, indeed, inuch the samo 
as tho coolies wear, and is contrived in tho 
same doxterous fashion out of a single straight 
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length of cloth. The Rajput women wear 
full petticoats coming down to their ankles, 
affording ondless opportunity for display of 
colour, They sit on the pavement, woaving 
cloth with a simple wheel and a little basket 
aglow with the colour of many threads, One 
of tho commonest sights is two women grind- 
ing at a mill, “ as they were in the days of 
Noe, and so shall be at the coming of tho 
. Son of Man,” when “one shall ‘be taken and 
the other left.” 

The palace of the Maharajah is situated 
upon the outskivts of tho town farthest re- 
moved from the railway. It is » poor place, 
a kind of Lowther Arcade furnished from 
Tottenham Court Road. Of late years the 
Maharajah has built his soul a lordly dwolling- ~ 
place, which is, if possible, worso than the 
older wing. It is a lofty whito building, all 
bay windows and balconios, apparently built 
in emulation of a modern hotel at Margato-on- 
tho-Sea, There is nothing in India more pitiful 
than these ill-disciplined ondcavours of historic 
princes to graft Turopean furniture upon 
ovientallife. The place swarms with votainers, 
who parcel out visitors among themselves in 
too ingenious fashion. One solomnly con- 
ducts the yisitor to the billiard-room, Fancy 
visiting the home of the lineal descendant of 
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‘the Sun god to be shown « billiard-room, with 
cues, markers, shaded lights,.and benches’ 
yound the walls as may be found and enjoyed 
in an English hotel! Having steeped his soul 
in barbaric splendour of the slate table, and 
shaded his eyes from the oriental glamour of 
the ones, the stranger is handed over to an- 


‘other attendant, who takes him to a reception , 


room with forniture (Tottenham Court Road) 
massed in the contre as if there had been a. 
ball yesterday, or were fo be one to-night, 
There was a third attendant whose special 
preserve was a drawing-room, with Axminster 
carpets on the floor, glass chandeliers pendant 
from the ceiling, a marble congol-tablo, some 
bow-legged chairs, and many mirrors. I 
looked in at the door, tuned and fled, with 
the three attendants after’ me, each demand- 
ing backsheesh. 

Passing through a courtyard I saw a group 
-of men squatted on the pavement, who broke 
the horrid nightmare, and velieved the place 
from the agpersion of an ambitiously gontool 
‘furnished lodging-honse. All swore. flowing 
robes, crowned with turbans of many colours, 
‘They were playing’ a game something like 
-draughts, except that the chessboard, mado: of 


embroidered cloth, was-shaped like a Malteso . 


cross. Four men played, a dozen looked on, 
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Before a player made a move he threw over one 
limb of the cross three oblong-shaped dice. T 
could not get any inkling of the game, but an 
essential part of it evidently was that cach time | 
the dice was thrown the, assembled company, 
players and spectators, must proceed to con- 
duct themselves as if murder wero imminent. 
Faces grew black’ as thunder; eyes flashed 
under beotling turbans ; frantic. gesticulations 
were.macde with both hands; and everybody 
shouted at the top of his voice. The storm 
ceased as suddenly as it had commenced, and 
amid dead silence the man who had thrown 
‘the dice moved one of the counters on the 
cloth. Then the next man took up the dice, 
threw them over a limb of the cross, and 
once more murder was the matter... This 
alternation of riot and silence proceeded. with 
unvaried regularity during the ten minutes I~ 
stood and watched; but nobody was Killed, 
The outbreaks prolonged the gamo, but added 
Zent.: 

Jeypore, like Delhi, has its ‘half. ruined 
‘and desorted. palaces. In. earlier days, when 
‘the’ Rajputs were always on the war-path, 
their sovereign lived ina half palace, half 
fortvess, perched on a rock.some six iniles out 
of the ‘present. capital. Amber (prondunced 
am-beer) is to be approached with convenience 
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only on an elephant, tho ‘hill on which it 
stands being too stoep for carriago iraflic. 
The Maharajah courtcously placed an clephaitt 
at our disposal, the rendezvous being fixed 
for a spot four miles out of the town where 
the steep ascent begins. 

Driving through the town evidence of the 
lofty scorn of the Rajput for tho so-callod 
triumphs of civilization was amusingly dis- 
played. On a wall some local artist had 
drawn, nearly life-size, an animated group. 
In the near foroground was an express train 
running at full speed. In tho air ovorhoard 
(perspectivo not having entered into tho study 
of the artist) was an olephant, with fowr mon 
in the howdah. Tho elophant was pacing 
along vent-d-terre, and was casily beating tho 
express train, ‘‘Hlephant first, tho vost no- 
where” was the motto, unwritten but oxprossed, 
of this spirited drawing. 

Tt was in this streot that, Intor in tho day, 
I came upon an artist in sweotmeats, Elo was 
modelling out of a kind of tofly various figures, 
chiefly native; but ho had gono furthor afiold 
and produced an Englishman, unmistakably 
rvecognizablo by tho botilo held in his zight 
hang, a pipe in his left, and a maudling look 
on his'face. The way to Amber, after we had 

- passed through the broad streets sot at right 
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angles like an American town, lay along sandy 
zoads, cactus-bordered and for the most part 
under the shadow of great trees. On the right 
* was a range of hills crownod with white-walled 
castles. We met processions of women walk- 
ing into the town carrying on their heads 
loads of fuel, composed chiefly of dung, which. 
would have beon better disposed of if dug into 
tho land, It is their poverty, nob their will, 
consents. Fuel is scarce and doar, and this 
artificial compost serves its purpose. We saw 
on the hill-side men and women engaged in its 
preparation, spreading it out to dry in the sun. 

We passed our clephant on the way fron), 
the palace grunting discontentedly at this 
necessity for turning out in broiling midday 
to compliment the foreigner. Furthor ac- 
quaintance confirmod the opinion of his strong 
individuality. He knelt down at tho signal 
from his driver, and we climbed up on his 
back by o ladder, Thero was no partially 
enclosed and canopied howdah as is repre- 
sented in popular pictures of clephant-riding, 
only a kind of pack saddle, whereon we sat 
sideways, with fect dangling down and full 
opportunity of slipping off. This is tho usual 
way of riding in this district, the elephant 
furnishing the “ outside car”? of India, Our 
elephant was rather artistically got up, both 


316 - EAST By WIST. 


his forohead and the enormous flaps of his 
oars being painted in blue and xed pattorns. 
The motion was by no means ploasant tinder 
the hot sun, There was nevor any mistako 
when he put his foot down, I found that, to 
begin with, half an hour of an elophant is 
enough. But our journey thero and back 
involved a ride of an hour and a half. 

The elephant had brought with him a 
copious supply of water which ho tanked somo-+ 
where in his stupendous chops. Tivery ton 
minittes, or oftenor if he met a camel, le in- 
sorted his trunk in tho reservoir and brought 
out about a gallon of water, with which, waving 
his trunk to and fro, ho splashed his chest and 
the front of his fore legs, » refreshing gust of 
spray rising up for the delectation of his “fare,” 
We met many camels, which involved lavish 
draughts on the reservoir ; but ib was equal to 
the calls upon it, and certainly lasted all the 
way back, The camels woro terribly afraid 
‘of the monstor, tho supromo ‘ don’t-lnow- 
yah” air with which they passod through tho 
. town, being changed at sight of the elophant 
« for one that may be desoribod as “ rathor-not- 

know-yah.” They invariably halted and cringed 
up to the hedgoat the side of thoroad, as Hindoos 
‘fresh from bathing in the Ganges Matton them. 
éelves against the wall whon a Christian passes, 
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Some of them sobbed in their fright. As for 
the olephant, he vastly enjoyed himself, grunt- 
ing with terrible import and emptying his tank 
with increased energy as the camels’ kneas 
shook and their piteous sighs broke forth, 
I believe it was all a joke, and that he liked 
to frighten them, enjoying the spectacle of 
their abject terror, The driver sat astride the 
elephant’s neck, armed with a kind of kitchen 
poker, hooked at ono end, pointed at the 
other. When the elephant becamo too de- 
monstrative this poker was brought down on 
his skull with resounding whack. 

“Did a leaf fall?” Thor murmured, 
drowsily turning over on his side when the 
earthly giant, catching the god asleep, smote 
him on the forehead with a bludgeon wielded 
with all his strength. 

When the kitchen poker came down on 
the elephant’s skull his snorting and watering 
were interrupted by a moment of reflection. 
He seemed to como to the conclusion that a 
twig had fallon on. his head, of itself not much, 
but it might prosage tho tumbling of a whole 
branch. He therefore concluded to be quiet 
and watch. But as cortain as a camel ap- 
peared his propensity for practical joking over- 
came his caution. There was more grunting,. 
a frosh shower, renewed terror among the 
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camels, then more kitchen poker, and tho 
yeascondancy of caution. 

After climbing some distanco ovor a hilly 
road, sometimes provokingly dropped down on 
the other sida of a crest, wo came to tho out- 
skirts of the descrted city, the Futtiporo 
Silai of the Rajahs of Jeypove. The houses 
are for the most pait lofty and comimodious, 
rather palaces than hovels. Thoy ave partly ° 
inhabited by families who do not scem of the- 
class able to pay rent. Itis a stoep climb to 
tho castlo, through naxrow tortuous strocts, 
overshadowed by peopul treos, from the boughs 
of which monkeys jabbored at us as wo passed, 
There is nothing specially boautiful about the 
palace except -its situation, It stands on a 
crest, girdled with ruin-crowned hills. From 
the terrace there is a viow, through a gap, 
showing a far-away plain, all yollow in tho 
sunlight, Within, the principal troasures ave 
a fine pair of brass gatos, somo brass-bound 
oak doors, and somo gooil carving of marble, 
But Amber should certainly bo visited before 
Agra. 4 

‘When wo came down into the court-yard 
to remount our stecd, we discoverod him 
under the shade of a mighty poepul tree, such 
as that under whigh Buddha sat and endurod 
the pangs of bis spiritual socond birth. The 
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drivor “siving him the signal to advance, be 
suddenly uplifted his trank, wound it round a 
stout bough of the tree, and tore it off as if it 
were a leaf. Down came the kitchen poker, 
but tho elephant would move only at his own 
pace, which was encumbered by the necossity 
of holding the bough under his foot whilst he 
tore off with his trunk the succulent green 
loaves. 

- We accomplished the return journey in 
safety, and bado farewell to the elephant at 
the point where tho carriage was waiting to 
take us back to Jeypore. As he ponderously 
moved off, there was something in tho back 
view of his hind legs irresistibly rominiscent 
of Major O’Gorman, once member for Water- 
ford, walking out of the Houso of Commons to 
vote against the Government. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 
oUt OF THE HURLY-BURLY, 


Iz was close upon midnight when we reached 
Ajmere, tho last halting stago on the 
return jomney to Bombay. It was somo 
consolation 10 know that tho dak bungalow, 
where we were to stay, was just over tho way 
from the station. Thoso dak bungalows are 
an institution peouliar to a condition of things 
rapidly passing away in India. They ave, 
in their way, identical with tho refugas 
sprinkled ovor tho blosk passos of tho Alps. 
The structure is created by tho Govornmont, 
who, at more froquentod sintions, placo a 
Ikhansamah, or caterer, who supplics food nt 
charges subject to the suporvision of the 
district committee. In out-of-the-way places 
the dak bungalow is simply « shod, as com- 
fortless as any in Alpino passos. 

Tt had not hitherto come in our way to stop 
vat a dal bungalow, and hearing that thére 
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was an exceptionally good one at Ajmero, we 
decided to go there. Tho room into which 
we wore shown was plain, but sufficiontly 
comfortable for a traveller's rest. The lofty 
walls wore recently whitewashed; there was 
a spacious bath-room, and tho bedroom ‘was 
famishod with a few chairs, a tablo, and a 
small truckle bed in the corner. There were 
neither shects, blankets, nor quilt on tho bed ; 
but the man, who had disappeared after show- 
ing us into the room, had doubtless gone in 
search of them, 

After waiting a reasonable time I went to 
hurry him up, and made the ploasing disoovory 
that sheets, blankots, and counterpanes do not 
enter into the domestic economy of a dak 
bungalow. We had omitted in packing up 
for our journey to put in a feather bod, a 
blankot or two, and a chango of sheets, and. 
the prospect for tho night was not attractive. 
Tt was varied by the appoaranco on the scene 
of a boisterous Briton, a follow-lodgor, who, 
hoaring of our dilomna, literally broke into the 
room, dragging his bed-clothes with him, and 
insisting upon our accepting the loan, I 
weakly protested; but ho stormed so, declaring 
in typhoonic mannor that he “ could not lie in 
his bed and know that a Iady was without 
isheots,” that thero was no help for it. The 
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matter seltled by his insistance, he left his 
bed-clothos and. disappoared down tho passage 
like a galo of wind blowing itself out to the 
southward, 

Ajmero is not’ one of the show-placos of 
India, lying ont of tho huly-burly of trade, 
and having nothing well advertisod in the way 
of tombs and tomples; but it is, in its quiot 
way, a singularly interosting oxomplar of 
native life. Moreover, it has its Hindoao 
temple and its Moslem mosque, both of hoar 
antiquity. The templo is known to the 
Hindoos as Arai-din-ka-jhopra, which, boing 
translated, means “tho work of two days and a 
half.” The story is that the king, ono of tho 
old Rajahs of Rajputana, projocting a journoy 
to his residenco on a Nill overlooking the 
town, gave orders for tho building of s temple, 
mentioning by the way that bo would bo back 
on tho third day, and that ho oxpectod to find 
the work complete. Hoe wont off, roturned in 
sixty hours, and tho teomplo was roady Lor 
service. 

This fact, strange in itself, becomos ovon 
more amazing reflocted upon among the ruins 
of the temple, and taking noto of tho onormous 
labour that must have beon exponded on its 
construction, There romain now only tho 
brick wall and the roof, supported by red 
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sandstone pillars. Those are exquisitely and 
elaborately carved. Some recent excavations, 
accidentally conducted, have brought to light 
a number of slabs of stone covored with 
insoxiptions, which, as far as I could gather 
from inquiries on the spot, no one has 
attempted to decipher, 

In the main street stands the mosque, in 
touch better preservation and in daily use by 
tho faithful, who form a considerable propor- 
tion of the population of Ajmere. The mosque 
was founded in the early days of the Mogul 
Empire, by Khaja Synd, tho first missionary 
to the heathen Hindoo of Ajmere. We have 
visited many mosques in India without let or 
hindrance, and wero taken aback when, on 
proposing to enter this building, » Mussul- 
inan, with ferocious beard and imaginary 
scimitar in his hand, waved us back. 

The barber is ono of the luxuries of Huro- 
poan residence or travel in India. He is 
innumerable and ubiquitous. On arrival at a 
station after an all-night joumey ho is sure to 
bo waiting, and will enter the carriage and 
shave you without troubling you to move from 
your seat, At the hotels he knocks timidly at 
the door as soon as he conceives time has 
been allowed for the conéumption of, chota 
hazree, will patiently wai half an hour or 
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an hour, and thaukfully takos his throoponco, 
conscious that it is cight times as much as ho 
would got from a nativo, whilst Sahib is not 
exigeant in tho matter of nostrils and cars, 
and would ovon bé angry if he laid waste a 
square inch or so on tho crown of his head. 

It was curious, as we strolled about, to 
find the dogs barking at us. Ono suddenly 
coming upon us would stand and gaze for a 
moment, marvelling at the strango thing, and 
then, first observing the precaution of sidling 
out of the way, bogin to bark. Othors coming 
out to seo what was tho mattor, and boing 
equally disturbod in their mind, took up tho 
cry till matters began to grow oxoiting. Wo 
came upon a shoemaker sitting full in tho sun 
by the dusty roadsido with the forlornest 
agglomeration of wxecked boots and shoes 
ever seen off a dust-horap. Elo was gazing 
upon the mouldy mass of solologs uppors and 
earthquake-ront soles, a picturo of dospon- 
dency. A possible customer coming along, 
he brightened up, and in a long and animatod 
speoch appeared to be domonstrating that, 
though eccentric in appearance, theso wore 
the kind of shoes which, with judicious 
monding, weve warranted bo cay a man on 
to fortune. 

Boot-making and boot-mending, a poor 
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dade generally throughout India, is brisker 
in Ajmere, where the mon are much more 
given to wearing boots than is the rule. 
Women hero, as elsowhero, invariably go 
barefooted. Shoes used by a native must 
uecessarily be a size too large, since their 
career is a constant alternation of slipping 
off and shufiling on, No native enters a room 
or shop with his shoes on. 

Driving out to the gardens we came upon 
a gang of road-makers, The process of niend- 
ing the Ajmere roads is peculiar, A. strip 
about six feet wide is formed in the contre 
with a mixture of hard clay and grayel. When 
it ig lovel it is beaten down, and makes an 
admirable road for light traffic, The outer 
cdges get whatever may be left. A gang of 
ten men were beating the road with rammers. 
They stood in doublo line, five facing five, one 
line retiring and’ the other advancing. As 
they moved thoy chanted in quick timo a 
refrain which, phonetically ronderod, reads, 
“ Sydly-hum, Sydly-hum,” the rammers boing 
brought down altogether at the “hum.” 
Women brought in baskots, carried on thoir 
hoads, the road material, which they flung 
down as it was wanted. Ono woman, doing 
her full sharo under the hot sun, carried a 
lusty one-year-old boy on her hip. This is a 
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marked distinction between Japan and India. 
Whilo in tho former country babies aro always 
carried on tho back, in India they are invari- 
ably borno astride the hip. 

Women work hard in Ajmere. By tho 
dak bungalow I saw a filo of a dozon, chiefly 
young girls, uplifted high on an unfinished 
house, busily engaged in bricklaying, Tho 
drawing and carrying of water is an important 
item in tho day’s work. In most towns water 
is supplied in frequent wolls approachablo from 
the street level. At Ajmore tho daily store 
of water is found in a dip botwoen two walls 
of rock approached by stoop flights of stops, 
One rock rising sheor out of tho wator was 
almost literally hidden from view by a cloud 
of pigcons that clung to its rugged front. 

It was a protly sight, tho constant stream 
of straight, litho women in many-colowrod 
kirtles coming and going with their red jars 
poised on their heads. Somo had a small ring 
of plaited straw which thoy placed on their 
heads, and on this stood the wator-jar, slim- 
necked, full-bodied, and rounding off at the 
base to a ring nob largor than tho palm of 
the hand, Far up at tho top of tho stops on 
the town side was a stalwart blind beggaz, 
who had miraculously caught sight of us, 
and at short intervals broke forth into ston- 
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toriah entroaty for backsheesh. The pigeons, 
alarmed at tho reverberation, started off from 
the rock, darkoning the air in their flight, 

T don’t know what becomes of the pigeons; 
evidently no one kills and eats them. In the 
peepul tree, undor which a betel-nut man was 
gotting shaved, thero wero trays suspended 
from the boughs on which passers-by threw 
a few grains of rice or millet. The tree was 

. peopled with birds, which, when not over- 
eating themselves, hopped about as if the 
place belonged to them; which indeed it 
does, for no Hindoo would disturb them. 

All the lifo of an Indian bazaar dies ont at 
sundown, as it bogins at sunrise. Thore are 
no flaring gaslights, no crowd of promenadors. 
As darkness falls over the narrow streets the 
goods are taken in from the evor-open shop. 
Tho shopkeepors disappear, the shops bocome 
dark, ompty caverns, and only hero and there 
the glare of a miniature fmnaco with a man’s 
faco suddenly lighted up as ho applies the 
blow-pipe, shows tho late worker in silver or 


” brass, 
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CHAPTER XXII. 
SOMETIING NEW ABOUT INDIA, 


I wenv to India with tho depressed fooling 
born of listening 10 innumorable debates ou, 
the subject in the House of Commons. Irom 
theso I gathorod that India is a hopoloss 
incubus upon tho Empire, a source of constant 
and increasing danger, which might any day, 
even to-morrow, roach its crisis. That India 
should “ perish,” or that in some other quite 
conclusive wey Tingland should bo rid of « 
legacy originally croatod by tradors and fos. 
tered by military adventurors, soomod to bo 
the ,best thing that could happon for this 
county. I left India full of amazomont ab 
tho fortility of hor vosouress, tho sigady growth 
of her prosperity, tho docility and industry of 
her peoplo, and full of hope for her futuro, 
India is still ono of tho richest countries 
in the world, though in a different way from 
what it was whon Clivo extorled over two 


SOMBTINING NEW ABOUT INDIA, 329 


millidhs and a half in jowels, plate, and specie 
ag a fine for the revolt of Bengal. The jewels 
and precious stonos are exhausted, and Gol- 
conda has becomo but a name. But, fostered 
and encouraged by wise and watchful govern- 
ment, the manifold natural gifts of India are 
boing cultivated till its trade has reached 
colossal proportions, which increase with every 
year, Fifty years ago, after a quarter of a 
century of British rule, India exported goods 
of the value of ten millions, showing the 
country tenfold vicher than it was before 
English influence provailed. In 1880 India 
oxported sixty-six millions worth of its natural 
products, making with its imports a total turn- 
over of one hundred and twenty-two millions 
within twelve months. Not the least hopeful 
sign in the aspect of Indian irade is its adapt-' 
ability and its readiness to take advantage 
of all the adverse circumstances of foreign 
nations. . 

Other peopld’s adversity has ever been 
India’s opportunity, The civil war in Amorica 
gavo an impotus to its cotton industry which 
has proved permanent. Tho failure of crops 
in the United States suggested to India that 
it might become thé great wheat-growing 
country of the world, an expectation by no 
means beyond reasonable hope of fulfilment. 
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Ten years ago India exportod ono million 
hundredwejght of wheat. Throo years lator 
the exports feachod ovor six millions hundred- 
weight, valued at threo millions storling, 
The Crimean war, shutting out Russian flax 
and hemp from Dundeo, brought juto into 
uso, and India is now richor by a stoady and 
increasing incomo and noatly four millions 
sterling a year, There is scarcely any groat 
article of international trade which India doog 
not produce and deal in in increasing quan- 
tities. Cotton, juto, and wheat havo beon 
alluded to; but India oxports rice, oilseeds to 
tho oxtent of six millions sterling por xnnun, 
indigo, opium, tobacco, coffee, cinchona (an 
industry of recent years), and toa, tho trade 
in which has multiplied fourfold in ten yoars 
and is still inoreasing. Tts carpets and rugs 
are familiar to evory English houschold. Tis 
pottery, as exemplified in the Bombay Selook 
of Art, requires only to bo better known to 
become a faghionablo craze, profitablo for India 
and wholesome for English taste. In addi- 
tion to these exports, India has coal, not very 
good it is truo; iron, of the best quality in the 
world; copper, some lead, much tin, potroleum, 
and a fathomless stock of sallpotre, with which 
it supplies tho world’s neod of gunpowder. 
With a country thus cxceptionally rich 
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in natural products, it will reasonably be 
asked why wo hear so much of the poverty 
of the people and of the difficulty the admin- 
istration find in making both ends mest. One 
yeason for this is that for the last quarter 
of a century India has been plagued with 
famino and war, The mutiny of °57, the 
groat famines of 1874 and 1876-78, and the 
last attempt to create'a scientific fronticr 
‘on the north, whilst they account for the 
unflouishing state of the Indian Exchequer, 
really supply the best proofs of tho natmal 
wealth of the country and the elasticity of its. 
revenues. There are few other countries in 
the world that could have survived those 
successive blows, whereas India to-day 1s 
more prosperous, with fawer prospects, than. 
at any previous period of her history. 

Relief from war or, what is scarcely loss 
fatal to the prosperily of a country, deliver- 
anooe from tho daily apprehensions born of a 
restless policy, has come only within tho last 
four yoars, and tho taxpayers of tho county 
aro still handicapped by the weight of ex~ 
“penditure incurred in the Afghan war. But 
yecovery is almost complete, and it is expected. 
that the yoar’s Budget of 1884 will show a 
fair surplus. As to the recurrence of famine, 
the foundations of its empire are bemg sapped. 
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every year. With the growth of irrigation 
famine is boaton within smaller and smallor 
aren, and when after long successive drought 
it rears its head, the extension of wailways 
enables the Government to grapplo with. it. 
Tor ixvigation works and for tho fostoring of 
trade the natives of India havo dixootly to 
thank the British Government, ‘That Govern- 
ment is in tho strictest and best sonso a 
paternal government, watching over tho noods: 
and tho welfare of the people with koen, wiso 
eyos, and doing for them what they are oither 
too indolent or too ignorant to do for then- 
selves, 

Tt is undeniable that in tho carlior history 
of British rule in India thore are many pages 
which cannot bo looked upon without foolings 
of shamo and indignation. Tor the last thirty 
years, since the Viceroyalty of lord Dalhousio, 
tho whole ouergies and tho entiro spirit of tho 
English Governmont have boon dovotod to im- 
proving the condition of the natives and of tho 
country. ‘‘Governmonts oxisb for tho good 
of tho governed,” was Lord Dalhousio’s rulo, 
alittle startling, not to say blasphomous, to 
Anglo-Indians of the old school, but which 
has on the whole been adopted as the axiom 
off successive vicovoys. The result of British 
rule upon the condition of tho natives is sot 
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forth in the incontrovortible language of facts. 
Whorever a state has boon annexed it has 
grown in numbers, prosperity, and social 
improvement, 

Wo hear from time to time much passionate 
sympathy expressed for the “down-trodden 
native of India,” crushed under the weight of 
taxation. As a matter of fact the rate of 
gross taxation paid by the natives during the 
ten years ending 1879 was 3s. 8d. a head. In 
1880 the foray into Afghanistan had increasod 
this to 4s. a head. But the British taxpayer, 
in addition to local and municipal rates, pays 
imperial taxos at the rate of £2 ahead. In 
the penultimate days of the Mogul Empire, 
of which England was in due course the suc- 
cessor, cighty millions sterling were exacted 
in the way of taxation as against thirty-five 
millions now drawn, whilst Aurungzebe ruled 
over a smaller area and a considerably less 
population than own the sway of Victoria. 
The Famine Commissioners, in thoir report 
publishod in 1880, state that throughout 
British India the landed classes pay revenue 
at tho maximum rate of 5s. Gd. a head, tho 
trading classes pay 3s. 3d., the artizans 2s., 
and the agricultural labourers 1s, 8d. 

* Any native of India,” the Commissionors 
add, “who does not trade or own land, and 
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who choosos to drink no spirituous liquor and 
to use no English cloth or iron” (conditions 
easily fulfilled by a nativo), neod pay in tax- 
ation only about 7d. a year on account of the 
galt ho consumos.” On a family of threo por- 
sons the chargo amounts to 1s, 9d,; which, ik 
is true, is in the lowest strata oqual to four 
days’ wagos of a labouring man and. his wilo, 
But what labouring man is thoro in England 
who would not gladly compound with the 
State by yielding four days’, or even soven 
days’, labour as paymont in full for all tax- 
ation, diroct, indirect, local, and municipal ? 
The truth is that Indian has beon made by 
England, aftor being doliverod by hor strong 
arm from succossive floods of cruel conquost 
and rapine, Afghan, Mussulman, Parsian, 
Tartar, or Maharatia, Tho uativos who tilled 
the soil had no chanco till tho Inglish camo, 
and it must bo admitted not much immo(li- 
ately after, though it was tho rajahs, fat with 
tho spoils of each othor’s palaces and tonplos, 
that Clive and Warron Tastings oluofly blo. 
All that is changod now, and the good of the 
governed is tho objoct of the solicitudo of the 
governors, not without some cvidonces of 
fretful irritation on the part of tho descendants 
and successors of the old colonists. India 
has now fairly entered upon tho path of pros- 
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pority; is ablo, and I boliove willing, to pay 
the moderato prico lovied for the charges of 
good governmont, asking only to be delivered 
from the ruinous fines inewred by rostless 
foreign policy in Downing Street, and the 
clash of party warfaro at Westminster, 
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CHAPTER XXTIIT. 


A BRITISIL OUTPOST, 


Recarven as a harbour, Adon is ono of tho 
finost sites in the world. Asa homo for man 
it is among the most dosolato, It yiolds 
noither fruit nor vogotablos, nov grows flowers, 
nor searecly any grass or groon thing, Tis 
hills yield no fresh stroams, nor is wator to be 
had by digging wolls. Condensod water is tho 
sole resource of tho colonists, and beef altor- 
nating with mutton thoix daily favo, oxcop} 
when friendly ships bring rare presonts of fowl 
or game, Tho harbour and tho IMuropean 
settloment aro built on o narrow strip of 
sandy, gravelly land, lying at tho foot of hard 
bare brown rocks. Somobody must, from time 
to time, sojourn horo, for thore are two hotols 
whoso high-sounding names contrast with tho 
desolation of the sceno. Nothing less than 
the “Hotel do Univers,” unless it bo tho 
“‘ Hotel do l'Europe,” will do for Aden. It is 
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a pathetic fancy this. All Hurope, nay, all the 
universe, hurrying out to make a stay at Aden, 
and here are the hotels with green verandahs 
awaiting their reception, with a waiter stand- 
ing in either doorway ready to take the 
universal, orders, but in the meanwhile yawn~ 
ing, and lazily flapping at flios with a dirty 
napkin. 

Aden itself, the native town peopled by 
Arabs, Africans, and a miscellaneous horde of 
nationalities much out of the elbows, lies four 
miles inland, We drove thither, passing out 
of the neighbourhood of the two hotols by 
storos of coal which tell the enormous business 
done at this half-way house to India. To-day 
there is stored in Aden 70,000 tons of coal, 
chiefly imported from Cardiff. The price just 
now runs as high ag 38s. a ton, which ig 
moderately cheap. During the Abyssinian war 
the price of coals at Aden was run up £8 a 
ton, Government must have coal for thoir 
transports and men-of-war, and patriotic stock- 
holders held on till thoy got their price. Just 
now a hundred steamers a month call at Adon, 
chiefly to coal, from which it will appear that 
somebody turns over a protiy penny in gom- 
pensation for the absence of all other joys of 
life. 

But there is a cloud rising over Adon 
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which may work its ruin, At prosont ib is no 
bigger than a littl island in tho Red Sen 
called Porim. Perim also bolongs to Hingland, 
and has been Ioasod to a private company, 
who hope that it will some day supplant Aden 
as a coaling station, Jé has many natural 
advantages, including a fino harbour, and 
offers the inducomont of incroasod choapnoss 
ofcoal. At Adon a big stoamer cannot lot go 
‘its anchor and haul it up again undor a fine of 
£20. Thoro aro no port charges at Porim, 
which is, moveovor, directly on tho roto, and 
a day's steaming noaror to Cardiff. 

It is, howevorx, ag a naval slation, an out- 
post of tho British Empiro, that Adon is clriofly 
prized, and as such it will always hold its own, 
At present tho fort is not vory hoavily armed, 
its biggest guns being nino-inch muzzlo- 
loaders of iwelvo tons, practically obsoleto in 
theso days of ironclads. Tho guns aro 
mounted on tho open barbolte system, protiy 
to look at, but dangorous to servo. This is to 
bo alterod. at somothing like an oxpendibture of 
£100,000. New guns of twonty-six tons aro 
to bo placed in armourod cupolas, and all 
poinis within the harbour at which a landing 
might bo cffected by an onemy will bo pro- 
tected by light guns. At Adon, as at Hong- 
kong, a place practically dofenceless against 
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first-class ivonclads, trust has hithorto been 
placed in the watchfulness of the fleet. It is 
intended to placo Aden in a position in which, 
like Gibraltar, it can answer for itself. This 
is a work quietly undertaken by a Government 
nndorstood in some quarters to bo careless of 
national defences, and particularly reckless of 
the safety of our empire in the Hast. 

I hear at Aden of another little stroke of 
business affected without blare of trumpets, 
and uneelebrated in music-halls, Just facing 
Aden, and commanding the harbour, there 
just out azocky promontory which, should it 
be seized by an enemy or acquirod by a 
lriendly Power, would immeasurably reduce 
tho value of Aden as anaval and military post. 
In 1869, whon Mx. Gladstone’s Government 
was supposed to be absorbed with suoh hum- 
dvum things as reforming churches, freeing 
fand, and creating a system of national educa- 
tion, this long-overlooked coign of vantago 
was quiotly bought from the Arab chief who 
held its suzorainty. One day Lioutenant (now 
Major) Hogg, in command of a troop of Scinde 
Horso stationed on the nazrow spit of sand 
where tho cavalry lines lic, roceived instruc- 
dions to go and take possession in the Queen’s 
name of this potential Gibraltar. S80 little 
nvas known of the district that ho was informed 
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thet tho journey skirting tho bay would bo 
seven miles. EHe found it fiftoon, and though 
the little troop had started with the hopo of 
arriving at their destination before tho hoat 
mado day insufforablo, it was high noon 
when the fagged horsos and mon roachod thoir 
camping-place. 

At sunrise the next morning, amid a salute 
from the cavalry, the British flag lloatod from 
the barron rock, ‘announcing to whom it might 
concern that this was Brifish soil. At sunsot 
the flag was takon down, tho procoss boing 
repeated overy day for a wook, ab tho ond of 
which time tho troops wottod back, and anew, 
though excecdingly rough, diamond had boon 
added to the circlet of the British crown. 
Nothing has been dono since, but I boliova 
that Little Aden, as it is callod for want of 
a bettor name, is forthwith to bo fortifiod, 

* completing tho imprognability of tho harbouw. 

Driving along tho road skirting tho bay on 
the way to Adon town, wo passod on tho right- 
hand tho buzial-placo where hundrods of 
natives were huddled during tho last cholova 
epidemic, It would bo impossiblo for wouds 
to convey au idoa of the dosolatonoss of this 
place. It is not oven onclosed, and all but a 
few of tho gravos are namoless and unmarked, 
save by the little mounds that riso out of the 
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unkempt shingle. Behind, bare and bleak, 
ungraced by treo or shrub and unblessed by 
blade of grass, rise the forbidding hills of vol- 
canio rock, In front is the sea, with glimpses 
beyond of a jaggod coast and an illimitable 
stretch of desert. Hero, when the sun has 
gone down and the sea moans all round, sits 
Death in the dark alone. 


All shores about and afar lie lonely, 
But lonelior this than the heart of griof. 


‘We passed on the road many Arabs leading 
strings of camels loaded with elephant grass, 
the principal fodder yielded by the district. 
Ono camel went by with a load of rough but 
sweet-sconted hay. A gharry drove by with 
an Arab and three children in the front seat. 
Tho back part under the hood had a cloth 
drawn down, closely veiling the inmates—pre- 
sumably tho wivos of tho gentleman on the 
box seat—who thus sadly took their pleasure on 
a morning’s drive, <A littlo ahead was a lanky 
Arab on a minute donkey. Tho man carried 
a little child, fast asloep, on his breast. What 
with the heat of the sun, and the distraction 
born of the united duties of caring for the 
sleeping infant and keeping his {edt off the 
ground, he perspired freely. 

Through the covered. way flanked by the 
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fort we camo upon a funoral procession of 
Arabs, The loader, dressod in white, hold in 
his arms a packet wrappod in matting, through 
the opon ond of which peeped a tiny bare 
brown foot, About twonty Arabs, chicfly 
drossed in white, followod in, irvogular procos- 
sion, singing 2 monotonous chant. IT hope 
they wero not going to bury the little thing 
among tho shingle undor tho hill, 

Nearer Aden, just before tho road turns off 
to mount the hill that loads to tho town, thore 
is another gravoyard, not much better kopt, 
but lying in a shadior nook, with an ontlet 
upon anothor position of the bay, whoro tho 
bluo wators fall in tiny broskors around purple 
islets. Doubtless that was thoir dostination, 

Most of the people wo mot on tho road 
wero Arabs, fino, handgomo ion, with orect 
boaring and litho, springy stop; bub therg 
was a considorablo sprinkling of Somalia, o 
race who como Irom the othor side of tho Red 
Sen. Many of thoso had their woolly hair 
ourled and tinted yollow, a mode nb ono timo, 
I beliovo, popular among Indies of fashion in 
London, I do not know how they acquired 
the adornmont, but tho process in vogno 
among tho Somalis is very simple, On tho 
shoro by tho port ho finds a soft yellow mud, 
with which he liberally plasters his head. 
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This ts lefs on for a weok, during which time 
it is sufficiently baked by the sun. The head. 
is then washed, the woolly hair put into curl 
papers, and the Somali beau walks about with 
the conviction that ho is rather fetching, 
Aden town lies, as it were, in the bottom 
of a cup, the sides being rugged volcanic hills. 
It must be a fearful placo in summer. In 
these January days it is dangerous to appear 
out of doors without a sun helmet or a terai, 
which is simply composed of two felt hats, one 
fitting closo wpon the top of the other. The 
streets are narrow and dirty, swarming with 
plack-cyed children, chiefly naked, who run 
after the carriage and lisp for backsheesh. 
Thero is also a choice collection of deformity, 
the fortunate possessors of which close round 
the visitor and make it almost impossible to 
proceed a fow yards on foot. Another nuisance 
“are the money-changers, who cannot be con- 
vinced that the chief object of ono landing in 
Aden is not eithor to get rupecs changed into 
Tinglish money or English money converted 
into mpees. One of thoso men spont the whole 
morning with us, holding out a handil of 
silvor. Ib was a little monotonous, but we 
got used to it in time, and he seemed to he 
enjoying himself. 
The one thing Aden has to show to the 
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tourist are its famous tanks, Thesd aro 
scooped out of hills standing a little above 
town. They aro natural oxcayations, nature 
having becn but slightly assisted by art. 
There is a series of four or fivo tanks, yawning 
caldrons, each one capablo of holding thou- 
sands of gallons of water il ib could only got 
them, That is, however, tho drawback. Tho 
tanks are quito empty now, as they always are 
excopt for a short poriod after unusually heavy | 
rains. They avo no uso for tho purpose for 
which it is naturally supposod thoy woro 
constructed, that of supplying Adon with 
water. Whon tho rains do como, altor tho 
long drought, they bring down tons of mud, 
the washings of the dusty hills. It would 
take a year, with a constant supply of frog 
and cloaner wator, before tho store could bo . 
used for domestic purposes. But tho Govern- 
ment, whose proporty tho tanks aro, manage” 
to turn them to commercial account. Theso 
washings of tho hills avo full of imanurial pro- 
porties, for which tho agriculturists for miles 
around competo. Last year tho dirty wator 
sold for £800, and went to inigate « thirsty 
land. 

As to the origin of those colossab rosorvoivs 
it is lost in remote antiquity. Tho gono- 
yally accepted theory is that they wero mado 
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by the Romans, who once had a settlement’ 
here. They were accidentally discovered 
some years ago, and the rubbish with which 
they had heen gradually filled was cleared 
away at the expense of the Government, 
They are approached by a neatly kept garden, 
in which, at nearly every turn, is set up an 
oarnest request that visitors will not pluck the 
flowers. This, I fancy, is a bitter joke, for 
scarcely any flowers will bloom in this enclosed 
space, on which the sun beats down with a 
terrible power that dries up the thinly 
sprinkled soil. 

‘Woe returned to the port by another route, 
on which the dust was laid by water-carts, 
drawn by camels. From this road, not Aden, 
but tho prospoct from its hills, looked fairer, 
The volcanic peaks on the opposite shore were 
doubtless as brown and desolate as that on 
which wo stood. But seen at a distance across 
the blue bay, they were dowered with soft 
reds and decp purples, whilst here and thove 
the riven masses opened up glimpses of golden, 
sand. | 
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CHAPTER XXIV.’ 
THROUGH TUE SUEY CANAT. 


Tne voyage from Adon to Suez in such woather 
as fell to our lot is ono of dromny delight. 
Leaving Aden behind, we sailod along a coast 
guarded by files of sontinol hills rising ono 
abovo anothor, with boundless woalth of bluo * 
goa at thoir feet. ‘hero is no sign of treo or 
verdure, but tho rocks, birth of volcano, tako 
on in tho varying distanco huos of infinite, 
beauty. Close by Adon thoroe is a miniature 
bay of puro whito sand, slut out from the 
world in tho sear by an imponotrablo wall 
of rook; this is called “Tloneymoon Bay,” 
because, it is said, young couplos gotting 
married have been known to sail away andl 
build them a tont hore, Further oub there 
are & constant succession of bays stwiliciont to 
mect the honeymoon nocossitics of tho closa 
of a London season. We had magnificent 
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weather and seas without a ripple till almost 
within sight of Suez; but the clouds had, as 
of old, hidden Mount Sinai as we passed. 

On the afternoon before we reached Suez, 
the wind suddenly veered round, and a sum- 
mors afternoon was instantly changed into 
bleakest October weather, the sun still shining, 
but tho wind piercingly cold. The Southern 
Cross, constant harbinger of the coming day, 


. was loft behind, not to be secon again on this 


journey. Tho last time I saw it, midway up 
the Red Sea, it was shining brightly in the 
southern heavens, whilst to the eastward both 
sea and sky were suffused with the rosy tints 
of the coming sun. In the west the moon 
and its attendant court of stars and planets 
shone out as brightly as if the sky were their 
unquestioned empiro, and thero was no such 
thing as day. 

On tho fifth morning after loaving Aden 


. we awoko to find ourselves anchored at Suez. 


Two miles away on the left, lay the town, its 
white-walled houses shining fair in tho morn- 
ing light, though I beliové it is the cleanliness 
and beauty of a whited sepulchro. We got 
i nearer view of Suoz as we entorod the Canal, 
and saw tho long procession of mules travel- 
ling to and fro along the narrow causoway 
raised above the swampy level, and connecting 


848 . BAS’ BY WEST. 


the town with the port. ho Fronch genius 
of the place broaks out in a little café fronting 


tho entrance to tho Canal, whoro doubtless - 


petits verres aro to be had, after which: refresh- 
ment the pleased resident may stroll along 
a forlorn boulevard, bordored here and there 
with stunted funereal cypross. 

At Suez, in accordance with tho regula- 
tions of the Company, wo took on board a 


pilot, a stout middle-aged Italian, who know - 


as much of Dnglish as our captain did of 
tho language of Danto—that is to say, 
nothing. ‘ho necessity of engaging a pilot 
to take a stoamor through tho Canal is anala- 
gous to that which oxists for compelling tho 
commander of a fat to ship a pilot on ontering 
the Metropolitan boundary of tho Regont’s 
Canal. What is wanted is a steady hand on 
tho tiller, and an oyo that can follow a straight 
line, It anight ovon bo supposed that a pilot, 
in addition 10 tho heavy impost oxactod Lor 
his service, is: undosirablo, sinco a quarter. 
master accustomod to stoor tho ship would do 
it bettor if loft alono. Howover it bo, our 
pilot within an hour of taking conmand 
van us ashore, in broad daylight, in a 
straight cut of the Canal, with not a breath 
of wind stivring, and with no one on board 
having a command of the. Italian language 
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suffitiently fluent to let him know what we 
thought of him, 

The Nepaul, after unaccountably wobbling 
to the port and starboard, finally selected the 
loft bank, and with gentle gliding motion ran 
on to it, her bows rising three feet in the air, 
The engines wero already reversed, and the 
screw plunged and hissed through the water 
in the effort to withdraw the bows; but the 

, bank held like a vice, and the only result was 
that the stern swung over, grounded on the 
opposite bank, and the screw was useless. 
This was a protiy interruption of a prosperous. 
voyage, lying like a log athwart the Canal, 
with the pilot- aimlessly trotting up and down 
the bridge, and no one on board ablo to speak 
Ttalian ! . 

All along the Canal bank, on both sides, 
posts have boen driven for use in contin- 

” gencies of this kind. Captain Wyatt, leaving 
the pilot to his own reflections, promptly had 
steel hawsers attached to these posts, the 
steam. winch was got to work, and an eflort 
was mado to slew the stern round so that the 
serew could be freed. After a few moments’ 
straining tho hawser partod, the riven end 
wriggling along the deck like a snake that had 
been cut in two. Fortunately no ono was 
near, and no one hurt. Anothor steel hawser 


360 HAST BY WHS 


was gol out ab tho slorn, a socond ono at’ tho 
bows, and a mnited offor’ mado to pull tho 
ship slraight, To this ond all tho ship's 
company, including the stowards and barber, 
‘vero mustered afl, and tho gamo of “ rolling” 
ossayod, This,is a simplo gamo much on- 
joyed by tho crow. Evorybody gathars at 
one side of tho quarter-dock, and at a signal 
given by the steam whistlo thoy 1un over to 
the other side, tha object being Lo loosen the , 
vessol in its sandy bed, and so ease the work 
of the cableg still straining foro and aft, 

At Suez wo had had put on board, in 
addition to tho pilot, a veprosontativo of tho 
Rigyptian Government chargod with tho 
mission of secing that tho quarantino rogula- 
tions under which wo sailed wore not brokon. 
To that ond, as soon aa wo had got under 
weigh, ho stuotehed himself out on ono of tho ! 
ponches and wont Lo sloop. Ho was awakonod 
by tho shock of tho grounding, and ovidontly 
vogarfed the incidont as a. porsonnl muaittor, 
depriving him of his sloop, J wantod hin to 
join in the rolling oxercise, but ho rosolutely 
declined, whilst making my advances tho 
basis of an acquaintanco, subsequent dovelop- 
ments of which consisted of hig asking mo 
for cigas. Ho was a poor, dirty, disroputablo- 
looking follow, whose pitifud wagos wore pro- 
bably in arvear, 
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He slept most of the way through the 
Canal, and faded out of sight at Port Said, as 
it were in an earthquake. A Loat came along- 
side with the P. and O. agent in charge of a 
quarantine officer; but whether to prevent the 
ogont catching cholera from us, or whether to 
deliver us from tho danger of contagion by 
touch of a resident in Port Said, is a nice 
question left unsolved. Our quarantine man 
deaning over the bulwark engaged in conver- 
sation so loudly with his colleague in tho boat, 
that aftor various remonstrances, the captain, 
looking up from the companion-ladder, ‘said, 
“Tako that fellow away.” Instantly the 
quartormaster, a giant with face simple and 
kindly as a child’s, had the representative of 
the Egyptian Government by the throat, 
whisked him across the quarter-deck, and 
with a parting kick sent him whizzing ronnd 
the captain’s cabin, and for aught I know into 
space, I never saw him any more. As for 
thé quartermaster, he resumed his position 
at tho head of tho companion way, looking 
gentler and more childlike than ever. I fanoy 
ho had been yearning all through the passago 
to kick this lazy, frowsy Egyptian, and was 
glad when the time came. 

For half an hour the ship’s company ran 
to and fro, to their huge enjoyment. Then 
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the second wire cablo broke, forbunately*in an 
jntorval of broathing-timo. St was ovidont wo 
wore in bad case, Nothing more could bo 
done, and a tologram was despatched for a 
tug. At dusk it arrived, and a Manilla cablo 
of prodigious size was fnstoned stern on; bub 
it was now low wator, and night was (alling, 
A jackal came to tho odgo of tho bank, looked 
at us, and trotted off, ag if it wore no business 
of his, A floak of black ibis rose up from tho, 
degort, spread out in singlo filo, curlod liko 
the lash of Titanic whip, Thoy circled slowly 
round tho ship, and passed away out of sight. 
The sun wont down in a cloudless, lurid sly, 
and we wero loft alono, shut up botiwoon two 
sandbanks. 

The tido would bo noar flow at ono in the 
morning, and tho crow tumod in early, to bo 
piped up half an hour aflor midnight, whon, 
the silonce of tho dosort was broken by the 
tramp of men as thoy van from sido to sido, 
Tho tug, puffed, and hauled astorn, ‘Tho 
steam winch strained at tho cables foro and 
aft, Half hundrod mon ran from sido to 
sido, but still tho groat ship lay stodfast in ler 
bod of nud, and to movo her soomod as hope- 
less ag tho cndeavours to slow Arabin round to 
join Egypt. Once moro tho task was givon 
up, Tho only hopo now was to lighten tho 


THROUGIL THE SUEZ CANAL. 353 


ship, and telegrams were despatched for men. 
and lighters. The prospect was not a pleasant 
one. Ships aground as we were had been 
imown to stick for five days, till half the cargo 
was out. We were going to breakfast with 
gloomy hearts when it was suddenly discovered 
that, without apparent effect, when operations 
were suspended except for the puffing tug, 
the stern had slewed round into deep waiter. 
The welcome vibration of the screw was felt 
again; the tug puffed more frantically than 
ever; the cable over the bow strained between 
winch and post: in ten minutes. the steamer * 
slowly moved astern, and we were again afloat, 
after twenty-one hours’ detention. - 
Ti was proposed, amid acclamation, to pu 
the pilot on board the tug, or ship him in one 
of the lighters for Suez, But that would have 
peen. against the law of the land; so he was 
quietly ignored, ard tha vessel safoly steered 
to Ismailia, Hore we made the pleasant dis- 
covery that practically no time had been lost 
by our misadvonture. If we had not beon 
aground at the entranco to the Canal we 
’ should have been at anchor in Lake Timgeh. 
Another steamer had not only grounded, but 
sunk, a hundred yards up the Canal after 
passing Ismailia, and Lake Timseh was 
crowdod with steamers awaiting the romoval 
vor. I. 42 
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of tho block. Wo fortuitously svrivod ‘wi Ute 
end of two days’ dotontion, and carly tho noxt 
morning were able to procecd, loniing « fleet 
of splendid stoamers, and passing at succossivo 
gares groups bound Fast, woorod till the line 
was clear. 

Our journey Iny all day through a narrow 
ditch, with tho spoil bank rising at cithor sido, 
fox the most part shuiting off all viow of the 
desert. At places tho Canal is so narrow that, 
ag wo crept along, tho melancholy sandladon. 
mimosa that fringes tho banks almost brushed 
tho side of the ship. Noaring Port Said the 
view widened. Tho waters of tho Moditer- 
ranean bogan to creep over the low lands. 
Away to the lefts wo saw what seomod far 
reaching whito rocks smounded by a quiet 
pool of water. As wo drow noaror wo dis- 
covered that this was an innwnorablo look of 
flamingoes, standing knoo-deop in tho wator. 
At tho firing of a gun tho flock roso liko 
a great whito cloud, changing to pink as, 
mounting higher, tho plumago andox thoix 
wings camo into view, 

_ We found Port Said crowded for tho samo 
rongon that gathorod a floct at auchor aut 
Ismailia. Tho block in tho Canal had thrown 
out of goar tho twaflic of two worlds, and al 
least iwonty-four hours must olapso before 
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the tangled skein could be unravelled. The 
yellow flag at our mast-head indicated our 
condition, of quarantine, an absurd and vexa- 
tious regulation which it is not easy to see 
who benefits from. We had a clean bill of 
health, and were thirteen days out from Bom-~- 
bay, where there was rather Jess cholera than 
on the average throughout the year; but if 
we had left a town tainted to the water's 
edge we were safe company, as the seeds of 
cholera do not wait thirteen days for thoir 
generation, 

Nevertheless, the condition of isolation 
was maintained with ludicrous strictness. 
Lettors and newspapers for the passengers 
were gravely handed over with a pair of 
tongs. Letters and documents from the ship 
were taken up with the tongs, put in a tin 
-box, and carried off at arms’ length to be 
fumigated before being handled. The pas- 
songers were condemned to romain on board 
for twenty-four hours during coaling, and 
Port Said lost the certain sum of money they 
would have spent had they been allowed to 
go onshore. To complete the comedy, Malta 
put Egypt in quarantine, and rather than run 
the risk of further annoyance and delay it 
was decided to steam straight home for 
Plymouth, thus losing for Malta the con- 
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sidovablo profits of a call from a P. ahd 0. 
steamor, 

arly on the morning aflor our arrival at 
Port Said, a crowd began to gathor on the 
quay right opposite the stoamoer’s moorings. 
Tho majority of tho mon woro tho fox, some 
turbans, and a few Arabs had thoir honds tiod 
round with shawls, The favourite colour of 
dyess was a shade of light bluo, t00 cool for 
the state of tho woathor, but pretty to look, 
at, A crowd of boats gathorod in front of the 
quay, and mon and boys in thom bogan to 
undress in spite of tho koon wind that blow, 
and mado mufilod-up folks shivor. 

Presently, from round a corner to tho Jeti, 
thore omerged a procossion. In tho van came 
two men, in short whito skirts, rod stockings, 
and black skull-caps trimmed with gold lace. 
Behind thom walked a priost, in long whito, 
gown, trimmod with frills anc laco, Ovor this” 
hung a crimson silk capo, rich with gold Inco 
and embroidery, a gold ombroidorod. cross pon- 
dant from his waist Tour boys in white 
gowns carriod crossos and. censors, and bobiui 
came along string of rabblo, running and push- 
ing, threatening 40 run down tho priost, as if 
ho woro tho Speakor, and thoy hon. members 
proceeding on the opening day of the Sossiou 
to hear the Quoen’s Speech road in the ELlouso 
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of Lords. As the procession approached, the 
men in the boats cash off all thoir clothing 
save a pair of drawors and etgerly stood up. 
Tho priost halting at the edge of the quay, 
took a book from a white-stoled boy, read a 
vorse .or two, raised his hands as if invoking 
a blessing, and then flung out seaward a 
golden cross. An eager spring was made at 
it by the half-clad men in the boats, who 
simultaneously leaped into the sea. I fancy 
one caught it before it touched the water. 
Nevertheless, all dived, splashed around for 
& minute or two, and then one sprang out and 
made off down the street at the top of his 
spoed, the water dripping off him and the 
rabble following pell mell. 

Meanwhile tho priest, tho gentlemen in 
red stockings, and the boys with the crosses 
dad executed a strategic retroat, and were 
votizing in good order by another streot on 
tho right. Wo learned, in oxplanation of this 
remarkable scene, that the day was Epiphany, 
and that this was the annual ceremony of 
blessing the Suez Canal on behalf of the Greek 
Church. The apparently lunatic behaviour of 
the damp man, madly running off with the 
rabble after him, was that he had socured the 
cross and was making for the church, where, 
on delivering up the treasure, he would receive 
a handsomo money reward. 
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Wo sailed just: before sunsot, finding tho 
sunny skies and sapphire sons of the Mast 
‘changed for troubled wators and loworing 
clouds, “After two days of dirty woather the 
gon smootlied itself out, the sun shone forth, 
and life was once more worth living... Wo 
gkirted‘ the African coast so closoly that we 
could see Algiers, shining white in the sun- 
light. Crossing over in tho night, wo awoke 
to find ourselves under the leo of tho rugged. 
‘coast of Spain, with hero and thore a light- 
house, @ little town lying embayod among tho 
hills, and often only a lonoly martollo tower, , 
perched on # rock, to speak of human’ habite- 
tion. Gibraltar wo. passed af night in m rain 
squall that obscured its lights, and broke out 
in the Atlantic to find tho soas kinder and tho 
‘skies bluer than they had been at the romoter 
end of the Moditerrancan. 

Ati.a. time when tho question of doubling 
tho Suez Canal or making a parallol ono -is 
occupying public attontion, it may be usoful 
to stato the view of tho men who aro most 
intimately acquainted with tho practionl bear- 
ings of the caso, I had opportunity of widely 
gathering the opinions of captains and. officers 
of largo ships habitually using tho Canal, and 
I: find them, without oxcoption, in favour of 
widening tho existing ditch,’ The reasons for 
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this ‘axe simple and forcible. - The chief: cause 
of the vexatious and costly delay now habitu- 
ally taking place in the Canal arises from the 
grounding of big steamers. In places. the 
canal is so narrow that one could jump ashore 
from either side of a Peninsular and Oriental 
steamer, The slightest tum of the tiller and 
the steamer is aground. : 

With the Canal doubled in width this 
danger is reduced to a minimum. Tt is all 
the difference. between walking on a tight- 
rope and crossing by a plank. If a second 
canal, is made, presumably of the same width as 
the present one, this danger will still remain, 
though reduced by one-half. The maximum. 
rato of steaming permitted.by the Canal regu-. 
lations is five miles and one-third, a limitation 
rendered necessary by the danger arising from 
the force of the “wash” in so narrow a gut. 
Itis admitted on all-hands that if the Canal 
were doubled in width a speed of sight. knots 
might be ‘safely accomplished. Moreover, 
vessels might steam by night, whereas thoy 
axe now obliged to lie up from sunset.to sun-: 
rise, This would ‘shorten the passage by a 
day a great consideration for shipowners, 
consignees, and passengers, 

Besides extending the usefulness of the 
Canal by limiting the period of its occupancy 
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by individual ships, addod oxpedition woul 
be gained in a widonod canal. by tho avoit 
‘ance of tho nocossity of tho block aystom. no 
existing, whereby vessals havo to pull up a 
stations, and wait indefinite poriods till th 
line is clear. With a canal of double width 
whilst small steamers could pass cach othoi 
it would only be necessary for tho largor ort 
to lie up at points whore othors pass thom, m1 
operation. that would not incur moro then. 
quarter of an hour's dolay. 

- Finally, the projeot of doubling tho Cann 
vodammends itself on tho ‘scora of losso: 
expense. Tho original cost would bo mucl 
smaller, whilst the permanont . charges o 
administration would also be reduced, The 
only: argument conceivable in favour of th 
second canal is tho supposition that ib would 
‘be made with Inglish monoy, workod wade 
English direction, and in tho matter of rbot 
be competitive with tho older schomo. ‘hut, 

. hdwever, is 2 possibility obviously incom. 
" patible: with tho collaboration of M. de 
Losseps, which ig tho basis of tho undorstand. 
ing arrived at in 1888 between him and. the 
English shipowners. 

What those who do business in tho narrow 
water of the Suez Canal wonld liko above all 
things to ‘Bee is a canal double the width of 
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the present’ one, and five feet deeper, under 
British, ox, for the matter of. that, inter- 
national, commercial dixection. Failing that, 
the widening of the existing Canal is the only 
scheme that would give practical relief to the 
shipping trade. © 


* « Tyabel east, trade Soest, 
A man’s oon House is sttil the beat.” 


. ‘THE END. 
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